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PREFACE 


In recording these historical memories and genealogical facts of 
family history, the writer has been incited, not only by the necessity 
of collecting and preserving, ere lost, the fast vanishing materials from 
which might be written the story of the age that is past, but by the at- 
tractive interest which these researches presented to his own mind, The 
preservation of these dates, these facts and incidents, in a written form 
has hitherto been neglected by those more immediately interested but it 
has been felt that much that is valuable and many fleeting traditions that 
are interesting reminisences of the olden time must soon have been irre- 
trievably lost with the demise of those who have received them from their 
fathers. Of such jumble collections as these, the materials of the future 
historian are found. The generations that are to come after us, less en- 
grossed in the struggle for material possessions, more cultivated, intelli- 
gent, and refined, will take far greater interest than the present, in the 
annals of our early family history and will read and treasure up with 
pleasure and delight, every scrap of information, however imperfectly writ- 
ten, long after the actors of the living present have mouldered into dust. 


To Rev. JOSEPH MATHIAS, the present generation owes much, for his 
indefatigable zeal and industry in collecting and preserving so much con- 
cerning the early and later annals of the region of Bucks and Montgomery 
first settled by the Welsh, written in hours of leisure, and intended only 
for the information of his immediate family and their descendants, he 
hardly realized the value of his labors in this direction. (But he builded 
wiser than he knew.) Since his death his document has become widely known 
and has been eagerly read by many stranger eyes, near and remote. But 
whilst treating more or less of the majority of the Welsh families that 
settled this region, and which were more or less related to his own, or his 
wife's family, he has said hardly anything concerning the family whose story 
is told in the following pages. 


To supply this lack of information concerning one of the most numerous 
of these Welsh families has been one of the objects in writing the volume 
before the reader. In the prosecution of this undertaking the writer has 
encountered the numerous and perplexing obstacles and difficulties common 
to all who are the first to attempt to write a history, whether of a family, 
a State or a Nation. The labors and difficulties of the task can only be 
realized by those who have attempted similar undertakings. 


The official records and registrys of deeds and wills, not only of 
Doylestown, but of Philadelphia have been searched and investigated, and 
many ancient deeds worn and discolored by the fingers of time, in the hands 


of private parties, have been opportunely placed at the writer's disposal. 
Frequent pedestrian journeys have been made over localities identified by 

the early settlement of the family and to the venerable graveyards of 
Montgomery, Hilltown and New Britain whose marble memorial stones have 9 
mutely and silently given information as well as the clerks of Montgomery, 
Hilltown and New Britain, NATHAN HARRAH, JOHN AARON, and JOHN J. RIALE we 

are indebted for much valuable information, from the entries contained in 

their early records and which were placed at our disposal. 


But to the recollections of older people, we are indebted for still 
more information than furnished by the sources named, and more than to any 
one person in this respect, acknowledgements must be made to THOMAS C. JAMES, 
of New Britain. He devoted many an hour to relating stories, facts, dates, 
and traditions of the past which were elsewhere not obtainable. The writer 
was much aided and assisted in collecting old deeds, and in his researches at 
Doylestown, by the help and facilities afforded by EUGENE JAMES. And the 
prosecution and completion of this work to its present dimensions and com- 
pleteness, was greatly owing to the encouragement and incitement given by 
JOHN 0. JAMES, of Philadelphia. 


The early history concerning the OWEN family, seemed to prevent insuper- 
able and inextricable difficulties. To elucidate these, not only the Phila- 
delphia records, but the treasures in possession of the Historical Society, 
have been laid under contribution. In these researches concerning the OWEN 
family, acknowledgements are also due not only to Mr. JOHN 0. JAMES, but to 
EDWARD F, PUGH of Philadelphia. But the information concerning the later 
history of the OWEN's was derived mainly, though not wholly, from the records 
of MATHIAS. 


We are well aware that the fastidious critics accustomed to the perusal 
of books written by practiced writers, would find many faults and short- 10 
comings to note in the style of this work, as the writer has had but little 
experience in this species of literary composition; and that others may dis- 
cover errors in fact, in date, and in incident; but the endeavor has been to 
make it as correct as possible. But in the hope that in the future time, 
others more competent will improve, embellish and adorn this history, and 
long after the author is forgotten, some will find much that is useful and 
valuable, something that is interesting and instructive, we leave it to the 
reader's perusal! 


March 7, 1876 
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THE JAMES FAMILY OF NEW BRITAIN 1 


Chapter | 


Thinking it might be of interest in future tines, and to succeeding 
generations bearing the name JAMES, and to others also; | am impelled to 
give some account of the family, of the tracts of land which they in the 
early settlement of this region possessed themselves of, and of the line 
of genealogy by which the name has been transmitted to present times. | 
am the more disposed to do this now, inasmuch as the local history of the 
past is fast becoming lost in oblivion, through the death of the few elder- 
ly persons who alone retain knowledge or reminiscences of former times; 
and this knowledge will soon, if not recorded by the pen of the writer be 
handed down only by the dim, uncertain light of tradition. | find the 
materials with which to base this history already quite scanty; only some 
ancient deeds and records, and some recollections of older people. 


In the township of New Britain, and County of Bucks, lies the scene of 
these historical notes concerning a single Welsh family, which settled in 
the valleys and along the hillsides near the commingling of the several 
branches of the Neshaminy. This township as orginally constituted, was 
about six and half miles in length from southwest to northeast, and four 
and half miles breadth in the opposite direction. Lying on the easterly side 
of the county, it was distant sone twenty five miles from Philadelphia. It 12 
did not become known by its present name, which seems gradually to have 
come into use, until between 1730 and 1740. Previously the central and 
western parts at least, were called Hillton; a name afterwards applied to 
the neighboring township. Hilltown becare organized in the year 1722. In 
1819 its limits were much curtailed by the erection of Doylestown township, 
and a portion being afterwards added to Warrington on its southern border, 
leaving its present irregular limits. 


When the first European immigrants came to take possession of the land, 
the country was well watered, and heavily timbered, the soil fertile and 
easily cultivated, the scenery beautiful, and the surface of the country 
rolling and diversified with hill and plain and valley. 


The name of JAMES indicates Welsh origin, as it belongs to a class of 
cognomens which are used alternately either as first names, or last names, 
|t was customary at one time in the history of the Welsh for the son to 
receive the father's name for his own last name. 


For the origin of the JAMES family in this region, we must turn to the 
neighboring township of Montgomery, in the county of the sare name. It 
appears that this branch of the JAMES fanily were originally Baptists, but 
many of those who settled in Philadelphia, and Chester and Delaware coun- 
ties were Quakers, and continued to remain adherents to that faith. From 
the records of Montgomery church, as well as from the writings of MORGAN 
EDWARDS, are derived the following account of the origin of that church and 13 
of the first emigration of the family in question. in 1710 cae JOHN EVANS 
and SARAH his wife, from Caermartnew (7?) Wales, from a church of which 
JAMES JAMES was the pastor. The next year, or in 1711, came over JOHN JAMES 
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and ELIZABETH his wife, members of Ridwillin church, of which JOHN JENKINS 
was pastor. This was in Pembrokeshire, South Wales. This county lies ad- 
jacent to the Irish Channel, jutting out almost as a peninsula into the 
ocean, forming the southwest corner of Wales. These famililies had been 
known to each other in the old country, but lived considerable time near 
each other here, without knowing of each others proximity. 


JOHN JAMES, and perhaps his sons, had made arrangements with the Society 
of Free Traders concerning the purchase of lands in America. By this we 
may judge that the family was not indigent, but possessed of considerable 
means. A few other Baptists lived in the neighborhood, having immigrated 
near the same time. To these, who met together at stated times for worship, 
ABEL MORGAN visited and preached, with the design to form them into a church, 
when of sufficient numbers. in the year 1718, he baptized in the Neshaminy, 
five young men. The names of these were JAMES LEWIS, DAVID WILLIAMS and the 
three sons of JOHN JAMES, THOMAS JAMES, JOSIAH JAMES and WILLIAM JAMES. JOHN 
had at least one other son, ISAAC born in Wales in 1700. Three daughters, 
SARAH, REBECCA and MARY comprised the rest of his family, in 1719, ISAAC was 
baptized and joined the church ..... OL weisees ABEL MORGAN, June 20, 1719 and 
afterwards the same year admitted into the ''Association''. The number of 14 
constituent members were ten, the JAMES family forming just half. June 6, 
1721, was received by letter from Welsh Tract, SIMON MATHEW and JANE, his 
wife. SIMON was the ancestor of the family of that name in New Britain. On 
July 2, 1721, SIMON BUTLER and ANN his wife, alsocame from Welsh Tract. 
These had emigrated from Wales in 1712. These two men who were brothers-in- 
law came to New Britain. SIMON MATHEW first bought 167 acres of JAMES STEFL, 
of Philadelphia, and on this, he and BUTLER erected the mill now in posses 
sion of PHILIP GROVE, near Chalfont; for many years, the only mill in all the 
neighboring region. MATHEWS was a millwright and BUTLER a miller, and the 
younger man. These continued in partnership till the death of the Senior 


partner in 1753, although the mill was known as BUTLER's mill. We have 
stopped to notice the arrival of these two men, because BUTLER especially, 
will play a prominent part in these annals, as he also did in the early his- 


tory of the township. (Ir another place.) Dec. 16, 1721, was received 
GRIFFITH OWEN, from Wales, upon credentials from a church there; {fn 1720, 
many emigrants from Wales joined then, which induced them to build a meeting 
house, near the spot where the present stands. In 1722, they called to the 
ministry one BENJAMIN GRIFFITH and JOSEPH EATON, who were soon after ordained. 


We may infer that JOHN JAMES and his whole family may have first lived 
for a time near Montgomery. Tradition states that he there purchased one 
thousand acres near that church, on the easterly side and running to the 15 
county line, and that this was what was called Society land. (This is only 
tradition, and may not be supported by the facts.) We may also learn that 
whatever may have been the case with other families afterwards becoming 
Baptists that this family were Baptists previous to their emigration, and 
not Quakers as many others had originally been. This view is strengthened 
by the fact that one JAMES JAMES was pastor of a Baptist church in Wales, 
and was probably a near relative of the emigrants. The Keithian schism 
among the Quakers carried over many Welsh Friends as well] as others to the 
Baptists, but this had occurred and subsided at an earlier period--mostly 
between 1690 and 1700. All of the older Baptist churches in Pennsylvania 
were first founded by enigrants from the little Principality of Wales, 
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although they received aid and accessions from English emigrants also. 

Many of the Welsh and their descendants who were menbers of Baptist churches 
retained the Quaker phraseology, at one time common, among both Quakers and 
Baptists; saying, '‘Thee and Thow, and Thine'' down to the latter half of the 
last century. 


The area of New Britain was nearly all taken up by land jobbers or spec- 
ulators in a few years after the arrival of Penn. But these were by no means 
Bona-fide settlers. And it is curious to observe how slowly and tardily the 
settlement of the Province proceeded. Penn and his followers arrived and 
founded Philadelphia on the Delaware in 1682. A few Swedes had dwelt on the 
banks of the larger streams for more than half a century, but had only in- 16 
creased to between one and two hundred families. The coming of Penn was dur- 
ing the reign of the easy and affable but also tyrannical and licentious 
Charles the second. The ''Merry Monarch'' passed away, succeeded by his bigot- 
ed brother the Catholic James. On his expulsion from the throne, fol lowed 
the great English Revolution which culminated in placing William and Mary upon 
the throne. Then followed the reign of the good Queen Anne, till in 1715, the 
first of the Hanoverian Kings ascended the English throne, under the title of 
George the First. 


Under the reign of the last named monarch the first settlement of New 
Britain took place. Being twenty-five miles inland from the metropolis, and 
not adjacent to navigable streams, it continued a wilderness for nearly or 
quite forty years from the first landing of Penn. Its solitudes were unknown 
and untrodden save by the wild Indian, or possibly by some adventurous hunters, 
who together with the primitive surveyors were the only persons whose footsteps 
disturbed the echoes of its hills, or the repose of its woods and waters. The 
lands, now mostly cleared of timber, and everywhere showing signs of man's art 
and industry, were then covered with the primeval forest, excepting some nat- 
ural meadows, or some slight clearings made by the Indians for their limited 
agriculture. A plentiful supply of game abounded, with many of the smaller 
beasts of prey. The lower portions of the county, the adjoining portions of 17 
Montgomery as well as Delaware and parts of Chester county, were peopled at 
a somewhat earlier period; according to their proximity to Philadelphia. Indeed 
we find that many of the lower townships of the county were occupied a gen- 
eration previous to the settlement of the lands at the headwaters of the 
Neshaminy. Southampton, Warminster and the lower parts of Warrington were set- 
tled before the beginning of that century, whilst Buckingham and Solebury were 
comparatively thickly populated by 1705. Newtown and Bristol were populous 
villages; the latter had been incorporated as a borough for more than a score 
of years, and the thoughts of the people were being turned toward Newtown as 
being 4 more central position than the former as the seat of Justice. 


Chapter |] 


The Society of Free Traders formed in London in 1662, at an early date 
had been granted all the lands or nearly all in the southern and eastern 
sections of the township, portions of which are now comprised in Doylestown 
and Warrington. This tract was about two miles in width at the present 
village of New Britain. Above, along the upper side of Pine Run and also 
tron Hill, were the lands conveyed to THOMAS HUDSON (HUDSEN) 4,000 acres, 
had the county line as one of its boundaries. There is much discrepancy 
in the boundaries of these early purchases. West of this was another tract 
granted to DENNIS ROTCHFORD. On the 23rd ....... DP gam SCE BO up eae lense to choose 18 
the 5,000 acres from any unoccupied portion of the Province. And it was in 
New Britain that he chose. Besides these were other smaller tracts in other 
localities. HUDSON appointed WILLIAM BILES of Bucks Co., as his agent or 
attorney to transact his business and sell his lands. Through this attorney 
HUDSON sold these 5,000 acres on March |, 1698 to five men, styled ''gentle- 
men'' from Flushing Queens County, Long Island. Their names were: WILLIAM 
LAWRENCE, JOSEPH THORNE, SAMUEL THORNE, JOHN TALLMAN and BENJAMIN FIELDS. Of 
these, FIELDS at least, probably became a permanent resident of the county, 
as the family name figures largely in after events in the county. But al- 
though these parties purchased five thousand acres of HUDSON, it was found 
that a mistake had been made when the tract came to be surveyed and that 
HUDSON only rightfully owned 4,000; the remaining thousand belonging to the 
tract of DENNIS ROTCHFORD. LAWRENCE sold 500 acres of this to THOMAS STEVEN- 
SON; the share of TALLMAN was 1500 acres, that of SAMUEL THORNE 1,000 acres, 
and that of FIELDS 1,000. These parties all sold their respective tracts to 
THOMAS STEVENSON, early in the year 1719. THOMAS STEVENSON was a prominent 
and influential man in the affairs of the Colony, and we find that on the 
30th of May 1715, he was appointed in conpany with eight others, as the Jus- 
ticesof the Peace for the County of Bucks. These names are as follows: 
JEREMIAH LANGHORNE, JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE, THOMAS STEVENSON, THOMAS WATSON, 19 
WILLOUGHBY WARDER, EVERALD BOULTON, ANTHONY BURTON, JOSEPH SNOWDEN, and 
THOMAS WATSON of Buckingham. 


But toward the close of 1719, STEVENSON died and by his last will and 
testament, he makes SARAH his wife and JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE, his executors, to 
dispose of his property. KIRKBRIDE then resided in Fallstownship. And now 
first appears upon the scene two men by the name of JAMES, and who conjointly 
buy @ tract of 1,000 acres, for the sum of one hundred pounds. This took 
place April 1720. But in this instrument it is related that the JAMES' were 
already seized of this land, and had been living on it for a year previous, 
or in 1719. Their names were JOHN and THOMAS JAMES, father and son; perhaps 
the eldest son, and having means of his own. Of the remaining 3,000 acres 
sold by the executors 2,850 acres were sold to JOHN SOTCHER, Penn's Servant, 
also a land speculator from Falls, and the remaining 150, the record says 
were disposed of to THOMAS MORGAN and ALEXANDER REES, both Welshmen. 


These |,000 acres sold to JOHN and THOMAS JAMES were bounded as follows: 
Premising that we begin at the southern corner and go northwest. ''Beginning 
at a corner marked hickory tree by the land of THOMAS SHUTE; Thence running 
northwest by the same 464 perches to a black oak for a corner; Thence north- 
east by vacant land 168 perches to a hickory marked for a corner ‘upon walk'; 
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Thence southeast 284 perches to a heap of stones for a corner; Thence north- 
east 132 perches to a corner post; Thence southeast 187 perches to a heap of 20 
stones for a corner; Thence northeast 260 perches to a small hickory for a 
corner; Thence southeast 100 perches to a black oak; Thence by Society Land 
southwest 660 perches to the place of beginning." (The Society Lands appear 
not to have extended further southwest than just beyond the Bristol road; 
beyond this to the county line, belonged to BENJAMIN STEELE, and others who 
bought from Penn.) It will be perceived that but one neighbor is mentioned; 
that no roads are mentioned, nor any streams designated. The former had 
then no existance, and the latter had not then received their present names. 
The partnership between JOHN and THOMAS JAMES continued till 1726 when it 
was disolved and each took his share of land then remaining unscld. At this 
date THOMAS got 150 acres along and above Pine Run, where are now the prop- 
erties of SAMUEL OAKFORD, CHARLES ECKHART, WILLIAM BIDDLE and others. 


But while their partnership existed they made two sales, at least, of 
their lands. The first of these, was made April 14, 1722 to JOSIAH JAMES 
and ELIZABETH his wife. JOS!AH as before mentioned was a son of JOHN and 
brother of THOMAS. The amount purchased by him was 235 acres and some perch- 
es. The price paid was twenty pounds. The boundaries are as follows: 
Beginning at a black oak for a corner; Thence northeast by vacant land, 168 
perches to a corner marked hickory upon a rock; Thence southeast 224 perches 
to a heap of stones for a corner; Thence southwest by a line of marked trees 21 
by the land of the aforesaid JOHN and THOMAS JAMES 168 perches to a post by 
THOMAS SHUTES' land; Thence by the same northwest 244 perches to the place of 
beginning; containing 235 acres 35 perches. The witnesses to this deed are 
SIMON BUTLER, ISAAC JAMES and BENJAMIN GRIFFITH. Neither JOSIAH nor his wife 
are able to write their names, but make their ''mark''. This was near Newville. 
The other sale of land was made, December 20, 1725 to WILLIAM JAMES, (another 
son) of 206 acres, of which, more hereafter. 


Chapter II! 
JOHN JAMES, No. | 


Concerning this ancestor of the family, our information is, of course, 
quite scanty. We have little to show us of what manner of man he was, either 
in his Physical appearance or his mental traits. That he was a worthy and 
religious man, we can scarcely doubt from the fact that he sought the company 
of others of like faith, and made haste to ally himself within the fellowship 
of a Christian Church, as soon as possible after his arrival in the New 
World. And in his faith and communion he steadfastly continued throughout 
a long life till the day of his death. (If he had been of dissolute morals, 
or intemperate habits the blessings of lengthened days would hardly have been 


vouchsafed to him.) His children appear to have imbibed the same religious 22 
tone, as they all allied themselves with the same church. Of his scholastic 
training, | perceive that his handwriting was excellent in the earlier docu- 


ments which he signed,--much better than that of his immediate descendents. 
And of energy and enterprise, we may infer that he possessed a fair 

share, or he would not have braved the terrors of the stormy deep to try 

the struggle for existence as a pioneer in the rugged wilderness. Of the 


-7- 


date of his birth, any record, if it ever existed is lost to us, and no 
memorial stone tells his age, or marks the spot where the old patriarch 
lies buried. But we cannot go far wrong, if we place the date of his birth 
between the years 1665 and 1670. On his arrival in 1711, a growing family 
were already around him, and nearly, if not all of his children had been 
born. 


Six years after settling on the 1,000 acre tract in New Britain and just 
previous to the dissolution of partnership between JOHN and his son, THOMAS, 
they sold a plantation to WILLIAM. This was the homestead lying along Pine 
Run, on the southwesterly side of the road leading from New Britain to Hill- 
town, and is now partly in possession of THOMAS C JAMES besides several 
others. It extended back over Iron Hill to the Kennedy road, so called, be- 
cause above this road were the estates belonging to the KENNEDY family. The 
essential portions of this deed are as follows: ''This indenture made the 
20th of December, 1725, between JOHN JAMES and THOMAS JAMES, both of Hill- 23 
town in the county of Bucks, on the one part, and WILLIAM JAMES, (the son of 
the said JOHN JAMES) on the other part; Whereas there is a certain tract or 
parcel of land, ''Beginning at a corner white oak sapling, of ISAAC JAMES, 
his land, and thence southwest by a line of marked trees, by the Society 
Land, 1383 perches to a corner white oak sapling; Thence northwest by a line 
of marked trees, by JOHN and THOMAS JAMES, their land, 100 perches to a cor- 
ner spanish oak; Thence northeast 5 perches to a heap of stones for a corner; 
Thence northwest by the land of said JOHN and THOMAS JAMES 140 perches to a 
corner post; Thence northeast by a line of marked trees 1333 perches to a 
corner post; Thence southeast by a line of marked trees by ISAAC JAMES, his 
land, 240 perches to the place of beginning. Containing 200 acres." 


And then the deed recites that this was part of one thousand acres which 
SARAH STEVENSON and JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE, executors of the last will and testa- 
ment of THOMAS STEVENSON, late of Bensalem, by certain indentures did convey 
to the said JOHN JAMES and THOMAS JAMES. 


‘'Now this indenture witnesseth that the said JOHN and THOMAS JAMES, for 
the consideration of forty pounds to them paid by said WILLIAM JAMES, do 
grant the above named tract of 200 acres to WILLIAM JAMES,"’ Witnessed by 
ISAAC JAMES and BENJAMIN GRIFFITH. But not acknowledged till fourteen years 
subsequent, or in 1739, before SIMON BUTLER Esq., Justice of the Peace, 


Signed: JOHN JAMES 24 
THOMAS JAMES 


This BENJAMIN GRIFFITH was the one who was first pastor of Montgomery. 
He was a business man and noted as well for his knowledge of law and medi- 
cine, as for his acquirements in Theology. The signature of both JOHN and 
THOMAS JAMES are in good handwriting and that of GRIFFITH almost as plain 
and clear as print. As to who was this ISAAC JAMES, | can find no exact 
indication. The deeds recite that JOHN SOTCHER sold 150 acres of land to 
him just north of Pine Run, and that ISAAC JAMES sold this to THOMAS MORGAN 
in 1731. He might very well be the younger son of JOHN, who afterward pass- 
ed his life at Montgomery, but of this, there is no clear proof. In this 
deed, JOHN and THOMAS are spoken of as being citizens of "Hillton’. tt will 
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be remembered that New Britain township had not received its name. The pre- 
sent township of Hilltown was then generally known by the name of Parkasee, 
from the manor of that name located there. 


Toward the close of his life, we find another deed by which JOHN JAMES 
sold to one CHRISTIAN SOUDER, a German, one hundred acres of land lying on 
the North Branch, near its mouth. The price was 164 pounds. The boundaries 
given are as follows: "Beginning at a small black oak; being a corner of 
land, late of REES LEWIS, now of THOMAS DAVIDS, and extending thence by 
THOMAS DAVIDS land, southeast 188 perches to a small black oak, being a cor- 
ner of land, late of JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE, now of JOHN CRESSMAN; Thence by the 
said CRESSMAN's land, northeast 853 perches to a heap of stones for a corner; 25 
Thence by the land formerly of SAMUEL ROWLAND now PETER PENNER's, northwest 
188 perches to a post for a corner; Thence by WILLIAM JAMES' land southwest 
88% perches to place of beginning." It is recited that this part of 2124 
acres which REES LEWIS, on the 8th of October 1729 granted to SAMUEL ROWLAND, 
and the which ROLAND sold to JOHN JAMES May 16, 1732. Witnessed by ABEL 
GRIFFITH, BENJAMIN GRIFFITH, HUGH EDMUNDS, THOMAS JAMES. Acknowledged before 
SIMON BUTLER. But JOHN JAMES here makes his mark, although he was an excell- 
ent penman in his youth. But the reason for this is not far to seek. It is 
known that his son WILLIAM and several others of his descendants in old age 
became blind, and we may rationally conclude that the eyesight of the old man 
had at this date become quite defective. This same property of 100 acres is 
sold three years after, or in 1747, by SOUDERS to HENRY WIREMAN for two hun- 
dred pounds. The deed by which this is conveyed is witnessed by JOHN LAPP, 
and GRIFFITH OWEN. BUTLER is the Justice. It will be perceived that here 
are the names of several Germans. Although down to the period of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, the Welsh together with a few English and Scotch-Irish fam- 
ilies formed the greater majority of the population of the township; many 
Germans had come in and become landholders. Among these may be found the 
families of ROSENBERGER, ROUTH, SWARTZ, CRESSMAN, WIREMAN, SOUDER, REPHERT, 
CALLENDAR, LAPP, KROUT, GODSHALK, REIFF, and perhaps others. 


No tradition has handed down to us as to where JOHN JAMES made his home. 
The name of his wife was ELIZABETH, what was her maiden name is a question 26 
that possibly will remain forever unsolved. She died previous to her husband. 
Like many of the Welsh, he adopted the plan of conveying to his sons all his 
landed property previous to his death, and in his will he calls WILLIAM his 
well beloved son, whilst ~plying no like epithet to the others. We may sur- 
mise that he was the favorite son, and perhaps with him JOHN passed his lat- 
ter days, and closed his life in his house. tn the year 1740, he is one of 
the company present at the wedding of his grandson, JOHN. His last will is 
written in 1747, and his death took place in 1749, being then in all proba- 
bility nearly, if not quite 80 years of age. 


His will was written Jan. 30, 1747. Proved two years afterwards. After 
the customary preliminaries and recitals usual in these old testaments, the 
instrument proceeds substantially as follows: 

Item 1. To his beloved son, WILLIAM. 5 shillings 

Item 2 To his son ISAAC, 5 shillings 

Item 3. To his daughter SARAH LEWIS, five shillings 
Item 4. To his daughter, REBECCA MINER, one shilling 
Item 5. To his son THOMAS JAMES, who loaned me one hundred pounds 
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eighteen years ago, that he shall be repaid both principle and interest, 


thereon, amounting to 208 pounds 

Item 6, My daughter, MARY JAMES, is willing to live with her brother, 
THOMAS. THOMAS | make my sole executor 

Item 7. To my friend WILLIAM DAVIS, Baptist minister at New Britain, 
five pounds, if he live and keep his place in the new church, of which 27 
| am a «ember 

Item 8. To Rev. JOSEPH EATON, of New Britain, two pounds (JOS EATON 
died the same year in which JOHN JAMES did. He was the first preacher at 
New Britain.) 

Item 9. He appoints his friends and neighbors, GRIFFITH OWEN and DAVID 
JONES, Trustees to see that his will is duly carried out and executed, 
more especially that his daughter MARY is duly cared for 


Will witnessed by HUGH EDMUNDS and MORDECA BEVAN 


It will be perceived that the son JOSIAH is not in any way mentioned, 
from which we may infer that he had (long since) removed away to other 
parts, perhaps after his sale of the 235 acres to WILLIAM in 1722, if he 
was dead and had left a family in the neighborhood they would likely have 
been noticed in some way. Concerning these two married daughters we know 
nothing, nor who were their husbands, save their names. The husband of 
REBECCA was likely not a Welshman, judging by his name which is English. 
(The unmarried daughter, MARY, may have been an invalid or possibly imbecile) 
from the solicitude expressed concerning her future welfare in the will. 


An ancient deed mentions that JOHN JAMES was a weaver by trade; we 
suppose that he learned this handicraft in his younger days and doubtless 
worked more or less at it in after years. MARY JAMES spoken of above, was 
a member of New Britain church. 


The name of JAMES whilst quite common in Wales, is also well known in 
England as a surname and it has existed since the Norman Conquest. One or 
two of these names appear on the Domesday Book, as landholders in the time 28 
of William the Conqueror. 


Chapter IV 
WILLIAM JAMES No. 1 


As WILLIAM JAMES, although not the eldest son of JOHN JAMES, sen., was 
the ancestor of the larger portion of the JAMES family, who afterward lived 
in New Britain, we will first give some account of the events of his life, 
and trace the genealogy of his numerous progeny. He was born in Wales at 
least as early as 1692, and perhaps earlier, as he had a son old enough to 
be married at the date of 1740. Tradition creditably avers that he built a 
dwelling house quite near the present house of THOMAS C, JAMES. This was a 
few hundred yards from Pine Run, and a little southwesterly of the present 
buildings, and probably constructed of logs! It will be remembered that the 
annals of Montgomery church say that he was there baptized in 1718, and was 


then called a young man, He was married about 1718 to MARY . We 
have not learned the maiden name of his wife. 


He received a large amount of landed property from his father at a low 
figure, and also bought large tracts from others. As before noticed he came 
into possession of the homestead by a grant from his father and his brother, 
THOMAS, Dec. 20, 1725. On page twenty (original manuscript) it will be per- 29 
ceived that in the year 1722, JOSIAH had bought 235 acres from JOHN & THOMAS 
JAMES, which was part of the one thousand conveyed by the executors of STEV- 
ENSON. JOSIAH held this but three years when he sold it to his brother, 
WILLIAM in 1725. This was on the upper side of North Branch, north and 
northwest of the present village of Newville. But we find that WILLIAM, not 
content with these tracts, also bought a large plantation on the northeaster- 
ly side of the present Hilltown road and near Pine Run bridge. A portion of 
this property is now in possession of ELIAS and JOHN BLACK, descendants of 
WILLIAM JAMES, and another portion runs over Iron Hill to the old Kennedy 
road. This tract was part of the 4,000 acres bought by THOMAS STEVENSON, and 
also of the 2,850 acres bought by JOHN SOTCHER. It was sold by SOTCHER Sep. 
29, 1721, to JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE. The deed, or rather release as it is termed 
on the back, in which is contained this recital is between JOHN KIRKBRIDE on 
the one part and WILLIAM JAMES on the other part. JOHN KIRKBRIDE was the son 
of the aforesaid JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE. He had received this land from his father 
at the death of the latter who had bequeathed it to him by his last will writ- 
ten June 5, 1736, shortly after which he departed this life. The residence 
of the son JOHN was near or at where HON. HENRY CHAPMAN now lives. But JOHN 
KIRKBRIDE holds possession but for a short time, for in the beginning of 1738 
WILLIAM JAMES settles on the land, or at least rents a portion of it for one 
year previous to the purchase, which takes place December 15, 1738. The pur- 30 
chase appears to have been by previous agreement, and the sum paid was one 
hundred pounds. This deed was acknowledged before SIMON BUTLER, and witness- 
ed by PATRICK KELLEY, ARTHUR MURPHY, and ANTHONY MURPHY. (The Murphy's were 
doubtless two Irishmen of a family that has since disappeared from the vicin- 
ity. They were unable to write their names. The KELLEY's were another Irish 
family from the north of Ireland. They were a family largely endowed with 
minds of vivacious and brilliant qualities and several generations later pro- 
duced several gifted and talented men, especially by descendants through the 
female line.) 


Like his father JOHN, it was the policy of WILLIAM to divide his property 
among his children during his lifetime. Accordingly, we find that after hold- 
ing possession of this farm for eleven years, he conveys it to his second son, 
ISAAC at the same date as the transfer of the homestead adjoining to his 
eldest son, JOHN, This took place June 6, 1749 when ISAAC received the great- 
er portion of this tract, or 207 acres, We give the boundaries, by which, it 
will be seen that ''Pine Run'' was then known by its present name. "Beginning 
at a heap of stones for a corner, the southeast side of Pine Run, extending 
thence north by the land of JOHN JAMES nine perches; Thence by said land along 
a road leading by the Baptist meeting house, north fifty one degrees west, 22 
perches; Thence north forty degrees, west, along the said road sixty perches, 
Thence by the same north, nine degrees east, twenty two perches; Thence by the 3} 
same road, north, thirty perches to a corner in ROBERT KENNEDY's land: Thence 
by the said line northeast twenty perches to a heap of stones; Thence by the 
said line eighty perches to a heap of stones; Thence by the said ROBERT KENNEDY, 
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EVAN THOMAS' and THOMAS JONES' lands, northeast one hundred and fifty per- 

ches to a heap of stones; Thence by JOHN JAMES' land one hundred and twenty 
three perches to a post and stones; Thence by JOHN THOMAS’ land southeast 

one hundred and twenty-five perches to @ post; Thence by THOMAS JAMES' land 
southwest one hundred and thirty perches and a half to the place of beginning.'' 


By this, it will be perceived that JOHN JAMES son owned land on Iron Hil! 
much to the north of the other land of which we have been treating. JOSIAH, 
the grandson of WILLIAM JAMES, afterward owned this property. ROBERT KENNEDY, 
also of Scotch-Irish stock, owned a large tract on either side of North 
Branch. On the north was property of THOMAS JONES, and on the east, on the 
estate now owned by ABIAH R. JAMES, lived JOHN THOMAS, whose daughter SARAH, 
married ISAAC, a son of WILLIAM JAMES. THOMAS JAMES, sen. lived on property 
now owned by ADAM GAUL, just south of Pine Run, which he had bought the pre- 
vious year from WILLIAM MOSS. At the sale of this property in 1738, no 
neighboring land holders are noticed by name. The deed of 1749 is acknowl- 
edged in the presence of SIMON BUTLER, witnessed by JOHN JAMES and EVAN 
STEPHEN. WILLIAM JAMES manages to write his name in an imperfect fashion, 
but his good wife MARY, is unable to follow her husband's example, and accor- 
dingly makes her mark. The land had risen in value in the eleven years 32 
elapsing between 1738 and 1749, as it is now sold to ISAAC for one hundred 
and sixty pounds, though containing seventy acres less. Perhaps buildings 
and other improvements has added to its worth. 


By another deed of the date of 1740 it is recited that |SAAC JAMES, on 
the 2nd of December 1731 conveyed to THOMAS MORGAN, one hundred and fifty 
acres of land. Some time after this 843 acres of this tract was sold by 
MORGAN to THOMAS EDWARDS, who in turn sells it to WILLIAM JAMES. This took 
place previous to 1740. 


Some account has thus been given of the purchases of land by WILLIAM 
JAMES, such as have come under my notice; and also that he disposed of his 
property to his sons in his lifetime. His wife, MARY, died much sooner than 
her husband. Concerning his qualities as a man and citizen, scarcely any- 
thing has been transmitted to this generation, although he was living less 
than a century ago. Tradition avers that he was a respectable and worthy 
man. The name of his wife MARY appears among the constituent members of 
New Britain church in 1754, but that of her husband does not, as he had not 
yet transferred his letter from Montgomery. 


His youngest son, ABEL, received a plantation from his father nine years 
later than the transfer to JOHN and ISAAC, or in 1758. As the boundaries of 
the plantation granted to ISAAC has been recited, |! will next proceed to 
give the boundaries of the several tracts conveyed to JOHN and ABEL. The 
transfer to JOHN was made in 1749. By a deed of 1783, we have a recital of 
the history of this farm down to that time. This goes back to recite 'That 33 
JOHN JAMES and THOMAS JAMES, yeomen, did on December 20, 1725 convey unto 
WILLIAM JAMES ( son of JOHN), a certain tract of land containing two hundred 
acres; and whereas, the said THOMAS JAMES and JANE his wife did on the 30th 
of March 1739, grant to WILLIAM JAMES a certain piece of land whereon SIMON 
BUTLER and SIMON MATHEW's mill pond standeth, containing two acres and a 
half, adjoining the said tract of two hundred acres, and whereas, the said 
WILLIAM JAMES and MARY, his wife, did convey on December 1749 all the said 
two tracts to their son JOHN. 
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Beginning at a heap of stones, on the south side of Pine Run: Thence 
extending by the lands of the late !SAAC JAMES, Deceased. North along the 
said road leading from the Bethlehem road to the Baptist meeting house; 
Thence by land of ISAAC JAMES, deceased, along the said road north fifty-one 
degrees west twenty two perches to another corner in the said road; Thence 
by the same North, thirty two degrees west, fifty-four perches and north 
forty degrees west sixty perches and north nine degrees, east seventy four 
perches, and north, thirty perches; Thence by the land, late of ROBERT 
KENNEDY, southwest forty-five perches; Thence by the land of ROBERT KENNEDY, 
northwest one hundred and thirty eight perches to a corner; Thence by the 
same, and land of JOHN JONES, southwest one hundred and thirty three perches 
to a heap of stones; Thence by land, late of THOMAS JAMES, southeast one hun- 
dred and forty-five perches to a heap of stones, and southwest 5 perches to 
@ Spanish oak tree and south forty six perches to a corner, the mill dam; 34 
Thence northeast by east twenty six perches to a corner, and southeast thirty 
five perches to a white oak sapling, and northeast by land formerly called 
Society Land, one hundred and thirty perches and a half to the place of be- 
ginning. Containing two hundred and six acres of land.'! 


These are the boundaries of the tract of land received by JOHN JAMES, 2nd 
from his father WILLIAM in 1749. But in the deed above quoted, the neighbor- 
ing landholders, are of the date 1783, when part of the same tract is sold by 
JOHN to his son ISAAC, consisting of sixty acres. 


Nine years subsequent to the transfer of the plantations to JOHN and 
ISAAC, or on March 20, 1758, the younger son, ABEL, received by deed from his 
father WILLIAM, a tract of 233 acres for which ABEL pays 700 (?) pounds. The 
boundaries at that date are as follows: ''beginning at a black oak tree, ex- 
tending thence by lands called vacant land, but now owned by JAMES McALLISTER, 
northeast by other vacant lands 168 perches to a hickory upon a rock; Thence 
by land of THOMAS JONES, southeast 224 perches, to a heap of stones for a 
corner, Thence by land of THOMAS JAMES, southwest 45 perches; Thence by land 
of HUGH EDMUND, west 37 perches to a heap of stones; Thence by saie land 
southeast 35 perches to a post; Thence southwest 84 perches to a post; Thence 
by land of HENRY WIREMAN, northwest 224 perches to a place of beginning." 


This deed goes back to recite that this farm was a portion of the 1,000 
acres bought by JOHN and THOMAS JAMES in 1720, and which they sold to JOSIAH, 35 
(son of JOHN) in 1722, and which JOSIAH sold to WILLIAM JAMES in 1725. it ts 
witnessed by RICHARD B. HOOD and ISAAC JAMES, acknowledged before SIMON BUTLER. 
This HUGH EDMUND was then li.ing on the farm afterward owned by PHILIP MILLER, 
and late by his son HENRY MILLER who married LYDIA JAMES. The EDMUNDS were 
a Welsh Baptist family, but have long since disappeared. There were two bro- 
thers at one time, who acted in the capacity of physicians, though not grad- 
uates of any medical institution. Any other property which ABEL JAMES may 
have owned, will be treated of hereafter. - 


The date of the death of MARY, the wife of WILLIAM JAMES cannot be exact- 
ly ascertained, but we may surmise from her name disappearing from the church 
book, that it was somewhere near 1760. Having buried the wife of his youth, 
WILLIAM survived for many years a widower, and passed the remainder of his 
days among his children, sometimes living at the house of one and sometimes 
with another, as fancy or pleasure suited him. 1! have been informed that 
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tradition tells that ABEL was his favorite son and that he had stipulated 
with him that he should have his home with him, perhaps granting him some 
land as a consideration. But ere long, disagreeing with ABEL, he came down 
to the house of his son ISAAC, at whose house he finally died. 


it appears however, absolutly certain that he lived two years before his 
death with his daughter REBECCA BUTLER who was then a widow, and living on 
property owned by her father. (But before the death of her father, REBECCA 36 
BUTLER remarried a man by the name of SMITH). Concerning this SMITH, | can 
find little information. Two years or more before his death WILLIAM made his 
last will which as it contains considerable information is quoted as follows: 
Premising that it is only an abridged form, but with all that is essential is 
given. 


Item 1. To my brother ISAAC JAMES, who is also my brother in Gospel 
bonds, and PETER EVANS, of Montgomery, ten pounds for the support of the 
ministry of said church. 

Item 2. To DAVID and DANIEL EVANS, twenty pounds in trust to New 
Britain church. 

Item 3. To the Baptist burying ground at New Britain five pounds. 

Item 4. To REV. JOSHUA JONES five pounds. 

Item 5. To my son JOHN, and daughter MARGARET LEWIS twenty shillings 
each. 

Item 6. To my daughter-in-law SARAH JAMES, widow of ISAAC JAMES, 
twenty pounds. 

Item 7. To my granddaughter, OSWALD JAMES (or USLEY (URSULA), daughter 
of ISAAC JAMES, my feather bed. 

Item 8, To my granddaughter CATHERINE, daughter of ABEL JAMES, bedding, 
@ cow and spinning wheel provided she continue to live with me and my 
daughter REBECCA BUTLER, till she is eighteen years old. 

Item 9. To my daughter REBECCA BUTLER, all remaining household goods; 
also all his stock, cattle, farming utensils, grain in ground, fodder, etc. 


Item 10. To my grandsons WILLIAM JAMES amd ABEL JAMES, sons of my son 37 
ABEL JAMES, five pounds. 
Item 11. To my grandchildren DANIEL, ISAIAH, JOHN, MARGARET and MARTHA, 


five pounds each. 

{tem 12. To TRACY, my grandaughter, and daughter of ISAAC JAMES, ten 
pounds. 

Item 13. To my grandson ABIAH BUTLER ten pounds. 

Item 14. To my niece MARY PAULING, three pounds. 

Item 15. To my granddaughter MARY KERR, five shillings. 

Item 16. The annual interest of the remainder of his personal estate 
to REBECCA BUTLER. 

{tem 17. To my daughter REBECCA BUTLER, the use and profit of the 
plantation on which |! now live, during her natural life. 

Item 18. At her death, this property to be divided among my grand- 
children, but the children of ABEL JAMES to have a double share. 

Item 19. REBECCA BUTLER and DAVID EVANS to be my executors. 


To this instrument WILLIAM affixes his ''mark'', like his father JOHN, and 
some of his descendants, becoming blind toward the close of his life. It is 
witnessed by REBECCA SMITH and DAVID EVANS. 
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(Typist note: The grandchildren mentioned in Item 1} were the children of 
William's youngest son ABEL who died in 1769, bankrupt. His children are 
listed on page 32, typed copy. 

MARY KERR is probably William's great granddaughter, who was a daughter of 
MARGARET, the daughter of ABEL JAMES and MARY HOWELL. MARGARET was married 
to WILLIAM KERR. See page 32, typed copy.) 


Having seen a numerous family of children grow to maturity, and been 
destined to see his grandchildren and even to have his great grandchildren 
look with wonder upon his silver locks and wrinkled countenance, the long 
life of WILLIAM draws to a close amid the stormy and perilous times of the 
American Revolution, when his grandsons, now strong and bearded men are 
stoutly marching and fighting upon the battle field, he closed his eyes in 
death. The date of this is somewhere during the year 1778, or in that year, 38 
at least his last will is registered. At this time he would have reached the 
age of 86, surviving his brother THOMAS six years. 


It was omitted to mention in the proper place that on October 5, 1761, 
WILLIAM JAMES sold 42 acres to his son-in-law HENRY LEWIS. (ft is recited that 
this is part of a tract of 463 acres which William Penn conveyed to ANDREW 
HAMILTON in 1718. At HAMILTON's deatn, this was devised to his son, JAMES 
HAMILTON, who sold a small part or 47 acres to SIMON BUTLER in 1749. This was 
closely adjacent to the present village of Whitehallville. 


Chapter V 
JOHN JAMES No. 2 


JOHN was the eldest son of WILLIAM and was born as early as the year 1719, 
and perhaps earlier, as we have no certain date as to his father's marriage. 
We have seen on page 30 (manuscript copy) a deed copied by which he received 
206 acres of land from his father at that time. It is probable that he also 
owned another tract on tron Hill which was separated from the homestead by 
property of his brother ISAAC. He was married on the 20th of May 1740 to 
ELIZABETH EVANS. A copy of his marriage certificate has been happily present- 
ed, which | copy verbatims literarim. This quaint document of the olden time 
which throws considerable light on the laws and customs of those days, and 
also give the names of the witnesses who stood around, and viewed that solemn 
ceremony more than 135 years ago, on that Monday so long past. 


Marriage Certificate 


"These are to certifie to all persons to whom it may concern: That 
JOHN JAMES; son-WILLIAM JAMES of New Britain, in ye County of Bucks, and Prov- 
ince of Pensilvania, yeoman, and ELIZABETH EVANS, daughter of LEWIS EVANS of 
Hilltown in ye county and Province aforesaid, yeoman. After Dew Publication 
of the Banns, or intention of Marriage, on three Lord's Days, successively. 
Immediately after the ending of Publick worship, at ye meeting house belonging 
to the Congregation of Christians Baptized upon Profession of faith of is sd 


JOHN is a member, and y' s% ELIZABETH is a constant hearer, on this twentieth 39 
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day of May, Anno Dom one thousand seven hundred and forty at ye dwelling 
house of ye Ss” LEWIS EVANS, have, in ye presence of God, and congregation 
then and there for that purpose assembled: Solemnly entered into a marriage 
covenant with ore another, after ye usual form used by said congregation and 
were accordingly declared to be husband and wife, accordingly to God's holy 


ordinance in Presence of ye Subscribers, 
BENJAMIN GRIFFITH, Minister 


JOSEPH EATON 
LEWIS L. EVANS 
ALICE EVANS 
THOMAS EDMONS 
EDWARD EATON 
GRIFFITH OWEN 
MARGARET MATHEW 
THOMAS EVAN 
WILLIAM JAMES 
JOHN JAMES, Sen. 
MARGARET JAMES 
JOHN EDWARD 


SIMON BUTLER 

SIMON MATHEW 

WILLIAM THOMAS 40 

SIMON MATHEW, Jun. 

EPHRAIM THOMAS 

ALEXANDER EDWARD 

MARY JAMES 

LEWIS EVANS 

THOMAS EVANS 
Signed by 

JOHN JAMES 

ELIZABETH EVANS 


The LEWIS EVANS here mentioned is supposed to be the father of the bride. 
In which case he would have been an elderly man at this date. A LEWIS EVANS 
is mentioned in local history as having purchased in 1695, 500 acres of land 
in New Britain. (This must be a mistake, it is thought that Hilltown near 
Lexington, was the locality.) He was among, if not quite the earliest actual 
settler within the township. Neither Hilltown or New Britain churches had 
then been constituted, but worship was regularly held at both places, they 
being branches of Montgomery. REV. WILLIAM THOMAS had three years before, or 
in 1737, erected the Lower end Hill town church, and REV. JOSEPH EATON was the 


earliest preacher at New Britain. 


The Banns may have been published at either 


of these places. The REV. BENJAMIN GRIFFITH, who, as well as WILLIAM THOMAS 

was a noted and influential man in his day, was the first pastor of Montgomery. 

We recognize in the name of SIMON MATHEW, the pioneer ancestor of that family, 

and the SIMON jun. was a son of his, who afterwards emigrated to Virginia. 

REV. JOSEPH MATHIAS in his history mentions but three sons of SIMON, who left 4) 


descendants viz. JOHN, THOMAS and EOWARD. 


In addition to these four was a 


fifth son, BENJAMIN, who also emigrated to Virginia. MARGARET MATHEW was a 


daughter of SIMON MATHEW Sen. The 


signature of the ubiquitous SQUIRE BUTLER 


appears as usual. Three ministers and a Justice of the Peace lent dignity to 
the occasion by their presence. The father of the bridegroom, WILLIAM JAMES, 
was there. JOHN JAMES Sen.'s signature indicated that the grandfathers ven- 
erable presence honored the festive occasion. At that date he would have 
been well advanced in years. The signature of the bride and groom, | have 
seen affixed to a deed of 1783, or forty three years later. 


On page 34 (original manuscript) we have seen how that JOHN JAMES received 
from his father, WILLIAM, a plantation of 206 acres in December 1749, For 
this he paid his father four hundred and eighty pounds. This deed is not ac- 
knowledged until 1761 or fourteen years later, before SIMON BUTLER. It is 


witnessed by THOMAS ROWLAND and ABEL JAMES. 
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On the 29th of March, 1769, JOHN JAMES sold to one of his sons WILLIAM, 
Cordwainer, a certain tract of land. (Premising that cordwainer is the 
designation now used for shoemaker.) JOHN JAMES himself was a carpenter, 
and in these old documents is styled, a Joiner, which means the same. After 
going back and reciting, as do the other deeds in relation to the granting 
of land by JOHN and THOMAS JAMES to WILLIAM, son of JOHN, in 1725, and also 
how that in 1749, WILLIAM conveyed to his son JOHN 206 acres, the deed fin- 
ally goes on to say that on March 29, 1769, JOHN JAMES, joiner and ELIZABETH 42 
his wife, for the sum of five shillings, and for the consideration of the 
love and affection they bear their son, WILLIAM, do grant unto him the fol- 
lowing tract of land: "Beginning at a heap of stones in the line of THOMAS 
JONES' land then by the said WILLIAM JONES' land, and land of JOHN JAMES, 
south forty six degrees east one hundred and nineteen perches to a heap of 
stones for a corner; Thence north fifty-seven degrees east by the land of 
JOHN JAMES, Joiner, to a heap of stones for a corner near the great road. 
Thenceby the land of JOHN JAMES, north forty-six fifteen minutes west, one 
hundred and thirty one perches to a heap of stones in the line of THOMAS 
JONES' land; Thence by the said Jones' land forty degrees west forty-one 
perches and a half to the place of beginning." 


Within these boundaries are included 322 acres and 38 perches. The deed 
is acknowledged before BENJAMIN MATHEW, and witnessed by him and JOHN JAMES, 
Junior. 


Instead of SIMON BUTLER, who has appeared so frequently heretofore, we 
have a new Justice coming upon the scene. BENJAMIN MATHEW, the grandfather 
of the writer of these notes, was the grandson of SIMON MATHEW, aforetime 
mentioned, and son of JOHN MATHEW. Born in the year 1739, he served a cam- 
paign in the French and Indian wars when but sixteen or seventeen years of 
age, and received the appointment in 1764 when but twenty five years of age. 43 
He was the last Squire in the vicinity under the English Crown, holding the 
office for eleven years, or until 1776; when under the new order of things, 
JOHN DAVIS, who lived a short distance above the present village of Chalfont 
was selected. 


SIMON BUTLER, brother-in-law, and lifelong friend and partner in business 
with SIMON MATHEW, was a man of mark in his day, both in church and civil 
affairs, and left an impress upon the valley of New Britain that was not soon 
effaced. A man of strong and vigorous mind, he both by speech and by his pen, 
argued and discussed controverted points of theology with the clergy of the 
day. His mill was widely known, being when first erected, the only one near- 
er than the Wissahickon or the Perkiomen. He laid out a road from his mill 
in the present village of Chalfont, toward Philadelphia, running into Mont- 
gomery County; which was known as the Butler road. But none of the family 
name are now known in this vicinity. 


JOHN JAMES was the father of ten children, seven sons and three daughters, 
whose names will be given in succeeding pages. 


By another deed, or rather release executed in May 1774, or just previous 
to the Revolution, JOHN JAMES by the payment of ten pounds to GEORGE and 
JACOB RUFF, of Lower Salford, Montgomery County, is exonerated concerning 4k 
certain privileges about the dam, and race course along Pine Run. This is 


s TF - 


acknowledged before BENJAMIN MATHEW, and witnessed by MATHEW and DAVID EVANS. 
This instrument recites that they purchased the property of the estate of 

BUTLER in 1765, the deed being granted them by SIMON BUTLER, jun. and REBECCA 
BUTLER, his wife. The RUFF's were German and appear to have sold out and 

moved away from the mill, at a later period, As we have said so much in pre- 
vious pages concerning the homestead of WILLIAM or the 206 acres which he sold 
to JOHN in 1749, it may not be amiss to continue the history of a portion of 
this plantation down to more recent times. Feeling the weight of advancing 
years, JOHN in the year 1783 transfers some sixty acres to his son ISAAC, The 
deed of that date goes on to say ''JOHN and ELIZABETH JAMES in consideration of 
the good will and affection they bear to their son, ISSAC, and also to put him 
in a good way of living, and in consideration of the sum of five shillings do 
convey unto ISSAC JAMES, part of the above mentioned tract of 206 acres, contain- 
ing sixty acres." | will not notice the boundaries of this smaller tract, ex- 
cept to say that the public road leading to Hilltown, was on the northeast side, 
the lands of MOSES AARON and JAMES JAMES on the southeasterly side and other 
lands of JOHN on the northwest and southwest. The rights to the race and mill 45 
dam are excepted in favor of the heirs of THOMAS HOCKLEY who owned the Butler 
mill at that date. This instrument was acknowledged before JOHN DAVIS, and wit- 
nessed by him and MORGAN JAMES; the latter also a son of JOHN. The latter 

signs with a fair hand but his wife ELIZABETH, like many of the women of her 
time is quite unequal to the accomplishment of writing her name, but makes her 
mark. (This farm of sixty acres was transferred to the hands of BENJAMIN, 
youngest son of ISAAC, in 1792 from whom his son, THOMAS C., the present owner, 
received it.) 


It appears by a deed from JOSIAH JAMES to WILLIAM JAMES, 3rd of Sept. 1787 
that JOHN JAMES died intestate. By this instrument WILLIAM, the cordwainer, 
receives a tract of 16 acres and ninety perches, from his elder brother, for the 
sum of 53 pounds 16 shillings, seven pence. This document, like the others, 
goes back to recite to 1725, and then says: ''And whereas said JOHN JAMES, son 
of WILLIAM and MARY, died intestate, and being at the time of his decease pos- 
sessed of the greater part of the above mentioned land and sometime afterward 
JOSIAH JAMES, the Intestate's eldest son, and NATHAN EVANS, who intermarried the 
daughter of the intestate, Petitioned the Orphans Court for a division or valu- 
ation of the intestate's real estate, whereat a writ was issued at June term, 
1786, for dividing and valuing the same, and whereas WILLIAM ROBERTS, Esq. High 46 
Sheriff, taking with him twelve lawful men of his baliwick, and viewing the land 
and premises of which the intestate died possessed of which being one hundred 
and sixty-two acres and sixty-six perches of land, they caused the same to be val- 
ued at the sum of four pounds, seventeen shilling, six pence per acre; the Widow's 
dower therein considered by a reasonable estimate at the sum of 13 pounds one 
shilling, and ten pence per annum during her natural life; a report of which was 
made to the Orphan's Court, September term, 1786. And the said Court ordered 
said valuation to be confirmed. And JOSIAH JAMES prayed the said Court would 
adjudge the land and premises to him; he being willing to comply with the re- 
quisitions of the Court concerning the premises it was therefore ordered that 
the said JOSIAH JAMES praying (paying) unto his brothers and sisters their 
respective shares, and also paying unto his mother the dower, the said lands 
were adjudged unto him.'' One year later, or in September 1787, JOSIAH sells 
unto his brother WILLIAM part of the above premises. Here are the boundaries’ 
"Beginning at a post in the line of THOMAS JONES' land; Thence extending by 
the same North 524 degrees east, 135 perches to a post. Thence South 47L 
degrees east, 135 perches to a post in the great road; Thence partly along 


= '{® - 


the same road, south 57 degrees west 20 perches to a heap of stones for a 

corner of the said WILLIAM JAMES' land, Thence by the same, north 47s degrees 
west, 130 perches to the place of beginning.'' This is acknowledged before 47 
JOHN DAVIS, and witnessed by NATHAN EVANS and CADWALLADER MORRIS. 


Judging by this instrument, JOHN JAMES died either toward the close of 
1785, or the early part of 1786. At this date he would have been at least 068 
and perhaps something over seventy years of age. 


Chapter VI 
{SAAC JAMES No. 2 


1SAAC JAMES, second son of WILLIAM and brother of JOHN 2nd was born some- 
where near 1720, perhaps a little earlier. His dwelling was near the present 
house of ELIAS BLACK, but nearer a spring of water a little eastward. The 
name of his wife was SARAH THOMAS, not of the Hilltown stock, but coming di- 
rectly from Wales. She was six or seven years of age on her arrival, and had 
lost her mother by death while crossing the stormy sea. Philadelphia was the 
port of debarcation, and the story is told, that on going ashore soon after 
landing, the little girl found an abundance of huckleberries growing nearby, 
and straitway filled her tiny apron full of the pleasant fruit. These wild 
bushes grew on ground where now is the heart of the mighty city, on the spot 
where now may be heard the roar and tumult of Market street. This was about 
the year 1726. The little waid lived to see old age and grey hairs, and to 48 
have many children and even grandchildren play around her knee. A similar 
story is told of the wife of JOHN MATHEW, son of SIMON. She was a little child 
of five or six, who lost her mother whilst crossing the ocean. She also arrived 
in Philadelphia in 1726, and her name was also THOMAS, DIANA THOMAS. She lived 
on all through the last century, dying in 1901, in her eighty first year. She 
was the daughter of EVAN THOMAS, whilst SARAH JAMES was the daughter of JOHN 
THOMAS. From the fact that the two men arrived at the same time, and joined 
Montgomery church at the same date, the supposition is that they were brothers. 
JOHN THOMAS was a weaver, the old deeds tell us, and he died in 1750, as per 
records of Montgomery church. In 1755 EVAN THOMAS was dismissed from Montgom- 
ery to New Britain. 


{SAAC JAMES and SARAH THOMAS were married in the year 1743. He had acquir- 
ed something of an education for that day and appears to have been a man of 
fair ability, and was entrusted with a considerable amount of public business, 
such as a rural neighborhood affords. He held the office of township constable 
which then, as now, was not a very desirable post, on many accounts, as it 
often involved the enforcement of summary processes of law upon the poor and 
needy. Whatever else may have been his faults, the long lapse of time has trans- 49 
mitted to his kindly and tender hearted disposition, Adverse to causing the 
suffering that his office sometimes imposed upon him, he would frequently pay a 
debt out of his own means, rather than to witness or be the occasion of causing 
distress to the unfortunate debtor. 


In connection with this notice of ISAAC JAMES, it will be in order here to 
mention his father-in-law JOHN THOMAS, the lands he possessed himself of, and 
how they were transmitted to some of the posterity of ISAAC. On page 32 (of 
the original manuscript), it is recited the disposal of 843 acres, part of a 
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tract of 150 acres, which in 1731, one ISAAC JAMES grants to THOMAS MORGAN. 

The supposition here is that this ISAAC JAMES was an uncle to the one we are 
treating of; aithough this appears now quite certain at this writing. The 
remainder or 654 acres transferred from the hands of THOMAS MORGAN, blacksmith, 
to those of JOHN THOMAS, weaver, for the consideration of one hundred and 

three pounds. From this price, we judge that some buildings or other improve- 
ments had already been erected on the property. This deed was given in the 
year 1740. Here fallows the boundaries: 


"Beginning at a black oak, which is a corner of EVAN REES' land, extending 
thence by JEREMIAH LANGHORNE'’s land, Southwest, eighty seven perches to a post 
for a corner; Thence by WILLIAM JAMES' land, northwest one hundred and twenty 
perches to a heap of stones for a corner; thence by WILLIAM JAMES' land again, so 
northeast eighty-seven perches to another heap of stones for a corner; thence 
southeast by EVAN REES' land one hundred and twenty perches to the place of 
beginning." 


No mention is here made of the present Ferry road which now runs on one 
boundary. Perhaps it was not then in existence. By this it appears that 
Chief Justice LANGHORNE still held possession of a portion of the large tract 
that he has purchased of the Free Traders in 1724. The portion mentioned in 
this deed now belongs to JOHN HULAND and JOHN JACOBY. LANGHORNE died in 1742, 
and some of his land was not sold for many years afterwards by his executors. 
The property just east of New Britain church and belonging to REBECCA KEELEY, 
was not sold till 1764 to JONATHAN MASON though doubtless leased and farmed 
previous to that time. WILLIAM JAMES seems to own all the land on the west 
and northwest, whilst one EVAN REES owned the properry on the east which is 
now possessed by HENRY JACOBY. REES was undoubtedly a Welshuan, but the name 
has long since disappeared from the township. An ALEXANDER REES, possibly 
the father of EVAN is represented by the old deeds as owning this property 
previous to EVAN. It must be understood that this property then bought by 
THOMAS did not reach Pine Run, but a strip closely bordering on that stream 
was subsequently added by two purchases. This 654+ acre tract was bequeathed 
to SARAH JAMES by her father JOHN THOMAS during her lifetime, and entailed to 5] 
her oldest son. She survived her husband for many years, and at her death, 
it accordingly came into possession of ABIAH, her eldest child. He was thus 
exceedingly favored, for as the eldest son, he received a double portion of 
his father's estate, according to the old laws, and then in addition, this 
handsome bequest besides. This took place in 1787 and ABIAH erected a house 
near the sight of the present buildings. His grandson, ABIAH R. JAMES now 
occupies these premises. I!t may not be amiss here to mention that there were 
two previous dwellings on this property; one in the meadow, a short distance 
from the present house. Here are many stones, and the sight of a former 
house may readily be seen, and a short distance off, a mound shows where 
there was the springhouse. Much further down toward Pine Run, was another 
house, perhaps still more ancient. The father-in-law of ABIAH JAMES, sen., 
JOHN WILLIAMS, lived for a time in the lower one, and JOHN THOMAS and probab- 
ly THOMAS MORGAN occupied the other. They were most probably constructed of 
logs, and were closely adjacent to springs of water, a prime consideration 
in the eyes of a Welsh settler. 


This deed given in 1740 by THOMAS MORGAN is acknowledged before SIMON 
BUTLER and witnessed by WILLIAM WILLIAMS, SIMON BUTLER, jno., and BENJAMIN 52 
BEVAN. WILLIAMS fails to write his name. It is also witnessed by SIMON 
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MATHEW and his wife JANE. S!MON the ancestor of the family of that name, 
lived then where RACHEL MATHIAS, now does. He writes with a fine hand, but 
his good wife, JANE is compelled to make her ''Mark'’. Any one conversant with 
ancient deeds will recognize in this, as only one of many illustrations of 

the prevailing ignorance and illiteracy of thos times; when scarcely any of 
the women, and a large portion of the men were devoid of scholastic education. 
it may be said that perhaps they could write in Welsh. But in that case, 

they would not have hesitated to have signed their names in that language. 
Knowledge was mostly confined to a limited portion. A man who was a good pen- 
man, and had some knowledge of the law, of politics, or public affairs, was 
considered a scholar; his services were held in request, and he was honored 
and respected accordingly. LAWRENCE GROWDEN was at this date, Recorder for 
the county of Bucks. 


ABIAH JAMES at two subsequent periods added two small tracts of land to 
his estate, lying along, and on both sides of Pine Run. The first of these 
purchases took place during the Revolutionary War, on the seventh of May, 1779, 
and was a tract containing 52 acres, bought of DAVID EVANS. In this document 
we are told that EVANS had bought this of EVAN STEPHENS, December 27, 1766; it 53 
being part of a larger plantation of 105 acres which he had purchased at that 
time of EVAN STEPHENS. The following were the boundaries: 


"Beginning at a stone set for a corner in the line of MOSES AARON's land, 
extending thence northwest by the same land, forty perches to a corner in the 
line of ABIAH JAMES’ land; Thence by the same land northwest twenty-one perches 
to a corner, being also a corner of land of SIMON CALLENDAR's; Thence by the 
said CALLENDAR's land southeast forty perches to a corner of said CALLENDAR's 
land; Thence by the land of DAVID EVANS, southwest, twenty-one perches to the 
place of beginning.'' 


(To show the effects of either the depreciation of Continental currency, 
or the inflation of values as the result of the War, there was paid the sum of 
one hundred and ninety-six pounds, seventeen shillings, sixpence for this 
small piece of unimproved property). 


(This DAVID EVANS was a man of consequence and notoriety in his day, noted 
for his acquirements, and his abilities, as well as for his arbitrary and 
eccentric disposition. With considerable knowledge of legal matters, he was 
a sort of "'bush'' lawyer for all the country round, transacting a large amount 
of business for others. Also, something of a theologian, he essayed to preach 
and expound his somewhat heturdox views, despite their unpopularity and unfav- 
orable reception by his orthodox brethern in the church. He finally adopted 54 
Universalist views in regard to religion, and sometimes aired his doctrines in 
a school house on his farm. The writer of this has seen a small pamphlet 
printed in 1805, containing a sermon preached by him in Philadelphia. Although 
so excellent a scholar himself, SUSANNAH, the wife of EVANS is constrained to 
make her'mark''. DAVID EVANS died May 14, 1824, aged 86. His wife SUSANNAH, 
died Feb. 19, 1828, aged 85.) 


This deed was witnessed by JOHN CALLENDAR and NATHAN JAMES, who both write 


their names. It was not acknowledged, for some reason, till May 27, 1794, be- 
fore ROBERT SHEWELL. 


at ve 


(JOHN CALLENDAR, who it will be seen, now owns land that was possessed by 
EVAN REES forty years before, was a German. He was a Redemptioner emigrant 
from Germany, who like thousands of others was sold on his arrival for a lim- 
ited period to pay his passage. A humorous story is told concerning him, His 
sister BETSY, then quite young, came over the great water at the same time, 
but was sold to a man living in a different part of the Province. After the 
lapse of many years, JOHN wished to see this lost sister of his youth, and went 
to pay her a visit. After a long and tedious search he found her. But what 
was his dismay, when he found he could hold no conversation with her. He had 
forgotten all his German, and she had learned no English.) 


The second purchase spoken of, took place March 27, 1783, and was of six 55 
acres and two perches. It was bought of MOSES AARON, and also lay along Pine 
Run. (The boundaries given are as follows: ''Beginning at a store, being a cor- 
ner of land of DAVID EVANS, and land of ABIAH JAMES, extending thence south 
fifty-four degrees west, by land of MOSES AARON, twenty-six perches to a stone 
fixed for a corner; Thence west thirty-nine degrees north thirty-four perches to 
a stone placed for a corner in the line of land belonging to the heirs of ISAAC 
JAMES, deceased; Thence north forty-five degrees east by said land, and lands of 
ABIAH JAMES, forty perches to place of beginning.'' Tor this little tract was 
paid the more reasonable sum of forty-two pounds, ten shillings. The war was 
now over; this deed is witnessed by ABEL JAMES, jun. and DAVID EVANS. Like the 
other it is acknowledged before ROBERT SHEWELL, and at the same time. 


ISAAC JAMES was not destined to reach old age, but died whilst yet in the 
vigor and Prime of life. He came home late one night from the transaction of 
some business, but was found dead the next morning, just outside his barn. 
This occurred in the year 1766, he being then probably between forty-five and 
fifty. Cut off thus so unexpectedly, he died intestate, leaving a family of 
eight children, the youngest of whom, BENJAMIN, was but three months old. The 
widow, SARAH, upon whom now devolved the rearing and care of this family, 56 
lived on for 21 years, or until 1787, when her youngest son had become a man 
grown. 


The incident related of SARAH, daughter of JOHN THOMAS, on page 47 (manu- 
script copy) is given as told by current tradition. But the will of JOHN 
THOMAS, yet on record, speaks of his wife MARGARET who survived him, and for 
whom he provides. But the story may still be true, by the supposition that 
MARGARET was a Step-mother to SARAH--a second wife. In his will JOHN THOMAS 
speaks of but one child, SARAH. 


Chapter VII 
ABEL JAMES No. | 


ABEL JAMES the youngest son of WILLIAM and MARY, was born about the 
year 1728, (He was a man of considerable scholastic knowledge for that day, 
and more learned than his brethern. He was especially considered a prodigy 
by his unlettered neighbors, from his acquaintence with unusual words in the 
dictionary. So they styled him a great ''Dictionarian'', which was then under- 
stood to be complimentary, as indicating his superior learning. We judge by 
this, that he was endowed with an excellent (verbal) memory, as well as of 
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facts, anecdotes, and stories, and was copious and fluent in language-- 

traits that have not altogether disappeared in his distant descendants. A 57 
ludicrous anecdote is told of his penchant for unusual dictionary words, 

and what resulted therefrom. 


(His father WILLIAM, toward the close of his life, resided with him, it 
appears that the father had offended the son in some way, who told him that 
if he did not behave differently, he would cashier him. At this ominous 
language, the unlettered old man was greatly alarmed, and hastened down to 
his other sons to inform them of what a direful threat had been made against 
his peace and safety, and inquire what it could mean.) 


He was married in early life to MARY HOWELL, who lived near Hartsville. 
The date of his marriage was about the year 1752. She was a beautiful and 
accomplished lady, and in addition to her good looks, she brought her hus- 
band a considerable fortune. And much of this dower of beauty she trans- 
mitted to her children. (ABEL not only received a superior education to the 
remainder of the family, but was also an enterprising and active temperament, 
and engaged in business in the city of Philadelphia, still retaining his 
residence at his home in New Britain. He had also business interests in 
Dover, Delaware. (He was considered an enterprising business man and was an 
excellent penman.) Tradition avers that his wife was not very conversant 
with domestic affairs, nor was a housewife calculated either to aid her hus- 58 
band's efforts to increase his fortune, or to retain his inherited possessions. 
However this may be, the family entertained many friends and much fashionable 
company from Philadelphia and elsewhere. 


But whilst yet a comparatively young man ABEL's life was cut short, whilst 
he was busied with multifarious cares and business projects. He died several 
years previous to the Revolution in September, 1769 at Dover, Delaware, where 
he had gone to settle up his accounts, anxiety and grief at the loss of his 
fortune was followed by a fever, which closed his career and he left no poss- 
essions behind to his family. At the time of his death, he was bankrupt, and 
his landed property did not pass to his descendants. Unsuccessful specula- 
tions and unfortunate shipments of flaxseed were among the causes of his fi- 
nancial failure. He left five sons and four daughters. His youngest son, 
ABEL HOWELL JAMES was born January Ist, 1770, a few months after his father's 
decease. 


On page 34 (original manuscript) will be seen the boundaries of the 
tract of two hundred and thirty-three acres which ABEL bought of his father, 
WILLIAM on March 20, 1758. For this he is charged 100 pounds in the deed. 
Becoming involved in financial difficulties, he mortgaged this property to 
THOMAS JONES in 1767, and in the succeeding year 1768 is forced to sell the 
property to him. This THOMAS JONES was familiarly called ''Quaker TOMMY JONES'’ 
by reason of his religious faith and also to distinguish him from another 59 
THOMAS JONES who was a Baptist. 


Addenda to Chapter !11 
REV, DAVIO SPENCER, in his recently published ‘‘history of the early 
Baptists of Philadelphia,’ there speaks of the JAMES' in the seventh chap- 


ter of his work. In reference to Montgomery he says: 


= 33s 


"All the early ministers of our denomination in this vicinity were 
eminently missionary in their character. Like the primitive disciples, 
they went everywhere preaching the word. WILLIAM THOMAS and JOHN JAMES, 
members of Montgomery, by the constant exercise of their gifts, gave evi- 
dence of their ability to preach the word and were thus frequently occupied.’ 


In another place he says, 


"An increase of gifted young men. At the time of the death of SAMUEL 
JONES and ABEL MORGAN both of whom participated in the services connected 
with the constitution of Montgomery church, that body had so increased in 
numbers and gifts that they called JOHN JAMES, DAVID EVANS, BENJAMIN GRIF- 
FITH and JOSEPH EATON to exercise their talents, with a view to the ministry. 
All these were born in Wales. It is well known that the two latter became 
pastors of New Britain and Montgomery churches, but the two first, whatever 
may have been their gifts in the ministry, never assumed pastoral charge of 60 
any church. As to the first point, even tradition has handed us down nothing.'' 


There were other lands besides those already mentioned in forgoing pages 
which WILLIAM JAMES possessed during his life time and which should have been 
noticed under the proper head. As will be noticed by reference to page (7) 
WILLIAM owned quite a large body of land near the present site of Whitehal] 
which he bought of other parties before and after the middle of the last cen- 
tury. The history of this property is at present involved in obscurity, as 
no records for a portion of these purchases have up to the present writing 
been ascertained. The LAPP property of fifty-three acres is referred to 
uncer the history of his daughter REBECCA BUTLER into whose hands it eventually 
fell. Other small properties are conveyed to his son-in-law, HENRY LEWIS, 
which is noticed in the proper place. 


The LAPP property had been conveyed to his son JOHN in 1761, but the fa- 
ther bought it back previous to his own death. Then there was a portion just 
northeast of Chalfont station which he sold to his son ISSAC, and moreover, tra- 
dition relates that still another portion belonged to his son ABEL, for a period. 
(To ABEL doubtless had been granted some lands above his large plantation near 
Newville. But the exact limits of these properties, and their history is at 
present writing involved in obscurity.) 


Chapter VIII 63 
THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 


A few facts and anecdotes have been handed down concerning the part acted 
by members of the JAMES family in the momentous events which resulted in the 
separation of the Colonies from the English Government, and the establishment 
of the Republic. 


The dark and troublous times of the American Revolution sternly confronted 
the third and fourth generation of the family whose history | am now tracing. 
The weak and struggling Colonies had to make every exertion to withstand the 
armies of the Mother country--then the most powerful nation on the Globe. The 
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able bodied men were everywhere in request to fill the ranks as soldiers, and 
all the people in one form or another, suffered losses, had to make sacrifices, 
and saw many changes in the conditions of affairs which this trying ordeal 
brought about. 


Two of the sons of ISAAC JAMES were soldiers in the American Army and par- 
ticipated in the battles of Germantown, Trenton, and other conflicts. These 
were called ABEL, familiarly called "ABBY'', and NATHANIEL. ABIAH, the oldest 
was the only one of the family married at that time. He was drafted, or at 
least called upon to go with the others, who were called on. But having a fam- 64 
ily, he was not disposed to go, at least at that time. The officers came to 
his house to take him by force. He remained inside, but he had a large and 
ferocious dog which stood fiercely on the offensive on the outside. 


By the side of the dog was his sister-in-law, a Mrs. JONES, a bold and 
resolute woman, who encouraged the faithful animal to make a fight for his 
master. The soldiers would have readily shot the dog, but did not care to 
shoot also the woman, who stood in close proximity to him. And so, after a 
little while they desisted in disgust, and went away. 


NATHANIEL held the office of Second Lieutenant in his company. Two, at 
least, sons of JOHN,were also Revolutionary soldiers. These were SIMON and 
MORGAN. The former enlisted and served a term of years. MORGAN went first 
as a substitute. Soon after he came home, and was drafted and served out his 
time. He then enlisted for one year, in what was called Washington's Life 
Guard. He was at the battles of Trenton and Germantown, and perhaps others. 

A humorous anecdote is told of NATHANIEL and MORGAN, in connection with the 

late contest. The Americans being driven back were retreating, with the Eng- 

lish in full pursuit. tn their flight, the two brothers came across a barrel 

of brandy, with the head stove in. This was an article that no one despised 

in those days, before Temperance Societies had been heard of. Despite the im- 
minent danger of capture by pursuing foes, they determined to fill their can- 65 
teens from the ample supply thus Providentially thrown in their way. This 

they succeeded in doing, and also in barely escaping capture. 


The character of the day, and the incidents of the conflict, left an 
indelible impression on the remembrance of our ancestors, who were living at 
the time of the battle of Germantown. That foggy, misty morning, developing 
into that hazy, still Autumnal day, was rendered sombre, and gloomy by thoughts 
of what was taking place only twenty miles away. The state of the atmosphere 
was calculated to carry sounds for a great distance, and ever and anon, the 
booming of cannon, was carried to listening, apprehensive ears, telling that 
friends and relatives who were in the strife, were exposed to danger, to peril 
and to death. Never before nor since in the history of the country has the 
tide of battle rolled so near, or seemed so imminent. BENJAMIN, the youngest 
son of ISAAC JAMES used to relate how his brother WILLIAM, his sister and him- 
self, all children together, could by putting their ears to the earth, readily 
hear the sounds of firing and the boom of artillery, borne twenty miles by the 
southerly wind; and of how Aunt 'Betsey'', her motherly apprehensions overriding 
all other considerations, would exclaim as the sounds of firing were borne to 
her ears; ''There goes down some poor fellows; 0, ! hope it atint SIMON OR MORGAN'' 
Of course there is nothing remarkable in this recital, but it may perhaps be 
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worth recording as a reminiscence of Revolutionary days, and of the feelings 66 
and apprehensions of thase then acting their part on the stage of action, but 
who now have long since mouldered into dust. 


(In all the region adjacent to Philadelphia, as in other parts of the 
country, were many Tories or Royalists, who retained their adherence to the 
British Crown. Many of these were actuated by base, selfish or cowardly mot- 
ives, and hopes of gain, but there were many others, conservative in their 
feelings, who were honest in their views, and were ready to courageously 
battle for opinions sake, and to risk their lives and fortunes for the old 
order of things. Sometimes these comprised members of the most worthy and 
respectable families, and sometimes the strange anomoly was presented of bro- 
thers, training in opposing camps, and fighting in hostile armies. After the 
war was over of course, much odium and opprobrium rested on those, who chose 
to cast their fortunes on what proved to be the losing side, which was not for- 
gotten for a generation.) 


Captain EDWARD JONES, of Hilltown, had already served in the American Army, 
when the gloomy and discouraging aspects of affairs led him to infer that the 
Colonists were about to be subdued, and he forthwith gave his adherence to 
what he supposed would be the winning side. Finding a number of others of like 
manner of thinking, he proceeded to raise a full company of Cavalry in Hill town, 
and vicinity and marched to the city, eluding the American patrols. This was 
when the British occupied Philadelphia in 1777. Among this company was WILLIAM 67 
JAMES, third son of ABEL, then a young man. He remained with the British army 
for a time, but it is not known that he served in any conflicts with the Amer- 
icans. He returned to Hilltown, and afterwards married. (WILLIAM was a tailor 
by trade, which business he followed in Hilltown) but as much intercourse fol- 
lowed for many years, but little is known concerning his subsequent career. If 
tradition can be relied upon, neither in mental capacity, or moral character, 
could he be esteemed the flower of the family. 


DANIEL JAMES, eldest son of ABEL, had been living at Dover, Delaware, we 
suppose in some way connected with his father's interests there. Afterwards, 
he was either a clerk or manager of Galloway's tron Works at Durham, Bucks Co., 
GALLOWAY joined the English about January 1777, and the !ron works had been 
closed the year previous. DANIEL went back to Delaware, and from thence, enter- 
ed the American Army. He was Lieutenant in Proctor's Regiment of Artillery, 
but was afterwards promoted to a Captaincy. At the battle of Brandywine, a 
son of Governor Pennington, who was a personal friend of DANIEL, was mortally 
wounded. DANIEL, who was six foot in height, and very strong withall, readily 
picked up the dying man, who was also a stout, heavy man. Hoping to save his 
life, he placed him on his back and sought a place of safety, meanwhile the 
blood of the wounded man pouring in streams over the garments of his hopeful 
friend. But at length perceiving that his comrade would never march again as 
death had intervened, he threw the body down and made good his own escape. 68 
(According to one tradition, he reached his native place ina day or so, ragged, 
worn with travel, covered with soil, and his apparel colored with blood stains 
of his slain friend. According to another tradition, he did not reach home 
until, some little time, when the women folks were horrified to find his fine 
stockings, alone, all covered with blood, which they had received on the field 
of battle.). 
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After recruiting for a season, he returned to the army. He was slightly 
wounded at Germantown. Concerning his personal appearance, tradition has for- 
tunately preserved something. A stout athletic man of graceful figure, he 
was considered very handsome. The fame of his good looks cannot be doubted, 
as it has been handed down by ample testimony through the long years of a 
century. People who saw him, declared him to be the handsomest man they had 
ever known. Gay, wild, and frolicsome, a free liver, he was naturally a 
favorite of the gentle sex. With the reputation of a gay man, he possessed 
more than ordinary social culture, and was accustomed to mingling with the 
best society. 


Chapter 1X 70 
DESCENDANTS OF JOHN NO, 2 


Having thus narrated in former pages the history, so far as known of the 
founder of the family, and of his son WILLIAM and then of three grandsons, 
JOHN, ISAAC and ABEL, a brief genealogy of their descendants is here with 
given which will enable the various branches of the family now in existence 
to clearly trace their lineage to the present stock and to show the line of 
descent down to the present generation. After mention of the two daughters 
of WILLIAM, REBECCA and MARGARET, and something concerning their progeny, 
next in order will be treated the history of that branch of the family des- 
cended from THOMAS, also son of JOHN, and his brother WILLIAM. 

First in precedence, come the children of JOHN JAMES and ELIZABETH EVANS. 


(Ist) JOSIAH, born 1741, married ELIZABETH EVANS. He died December Whiz 
1806, aged 65. Mentioned on page 45 (Manuscript copy). 

(2nd) WILLIAM, (the cordwainer) born 1742, married REBECCA WILLIAMS. 
Died May 10th, 1828, aged 85 years, nine months. Mentioned on page 41 (manu- 
script copy). 

(3) SAAC, born 1744, married JEMIMA MASON, daughter of JONATHAN MASON. 
Removed to Chester County. 

(4) EBENEZER, born 1746, not married. Died 1815, aged 69. 7\ 

(5) SIMON, born 1748. Married ELIZABETH HINES, Died 1814, age 66 

(6) Nothing known 

(7) MORGAN, born April 27, 1752. Married MARGARET JAMES, daughter of 
JOHN JAMES. Died April 18, 1816. Age 64 

(8) ELIZABETH, born 1755, married NATHAN EVANS. EVANS remarried MARY 
MATHEWS 

(9) MARY, born 1758. Married JOHN CALLENDAR. Died age _‘ (ALICE) 

(10) ELSIE, born 1760. Married THOMAS MATHEW. Died age 


Now follow names of the children they had: 
(1) Children of JOSIAH JAMES and ELIZABETH EVANS: 

(1) ELLEN, married BENJAMIN WILLIAMS. Chil. JOSIAH, ELIZABETH, KESIAH, 
JAMES, WILLIAM,HULDAH, ANN. 

(2) EVAN, married ELIZABETH McHENRY. Had sons WILLIAM, ROBERT, both 
doctors. EVAN remarried HANAH EVANS. Had children, ELLEN and EVAN SMITH JAMES 
EVAN went tolllinois. 

(3) JOSIAH, jun. Not married. 
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(4) HULDAH, not married 2 
(5) RHODA, married DAVID RIALE. Died 1870. Had two children JOHN J. 
and ELIZABETH. JOHN J. married ELIZABETH COX!IE,. ELIZABETH married the 
REV. DAVIS BROWER. ELIZABETH deceased 1874 
(6) JOHN E. married his first cousin, PATIENCE JAMES 
(7) ELIZABETH married GEORGE ELLIOT. Removed to near Chambersburg. 
Children: JOSIAH, WILLIAM, MARY ANN, RHODA, ELIZA 


(2) Children of WILLIAM JAMES and REBECCA WILLIAMS: 

(1) JOHN, not married 

(2}—1SAAC married REBECCA THOMAS. Had six children, removed to Ohio 

(3) ELIZABETH, not married 

(4) BENJAMIN, married JANE BEARD. Went to Ohio and indiana. Had 
children: REBECCA, ELIZABETH, ALFRED, JACKSON, MARY 

(5) NANCY, not married = 

(6) MARY, not married 

(7) WILLIAM, juno. married MARGARET WINTYAN whose maiden name had been 
BERTLES. Had three daughters: MARY, PATIENCE, REBECCA 

(8) PATIENCE, married JOHN E, JAMES--died 1372 


(3) Children of ISAAC JAMES AND JEMIMA MASON 73 
(1) MASON, married THOMAS 
(2) ENOCH, not married 
(3) ISAIAH, unknown, Removed away 
(4) ELIZABETH, not married 
(4) EBENEZER JAMES, not married 


(S) Children of SIMON JAMES and ELIZABETH HINES 

(1.) CYNTHIA, married JOHN ALTHOUSE 

(2.) JOHN H. married twice, his first wife was the daughter of JOSEPH 
JAMES. He has several children living in N.Y. 

(3.) ELIZA married SAMUEL McCORKLE 

(4.) LYDIA, married HENRY MILLER, son of PHILLIP MILLER. Had children: 
WILLIAM, JOHN, WASHINGTON, JAMES, ELIZABETH, LOUISA, TURSEY, LYDIANN, MARIA, 
HENRIETTE, EMITINE; WASHINGTON dec. 1861, LYDIANN dec. 1854, JAMES dec. 1870 

(S) EBENEZER married ELMINA JAMES 


(7) (7 Where is No. 6?) Children of MORGAN JAMES and MARGARET JAMES 

(1) LYDIA married MATHEW THOMAS. Lydia died 1877. Had EPHRAM, dec. and 74 
SIONEY; who married THOMAS LUNN. LUNN had a son LEWIS, who went to Columbus, 
Ohio, and became a Doctor. 

(2) BENJAMIN, married ELIZABETH POOLE, widow of JAMES POOLE; Maiden name, 
AARON, daughter of MOSES AARON. Known as ''Soldier Ben.'' Enlisted soldier 
for five years in and after war of 1812. Stationed at Green Bay, Wisconsin. 
Had no children. Died 1865. In Camp Dupont in Capt. Magills Company. 

(3) NAOMI, married JACOB CONRAD. Died 1871. Had children BENJAMIN, OGDEN, 
MARY, MORGAN. BENJAMIN married CAROLINE SCHUYLER; MARY married ELEAZER. MARTIN 
BENJAMIN deceased 1874 (7) 

(4) ISAIAH married CAROLINE JAMES, daughter of ABEL H. JAMES. ISAIAH 
was member of Assembly in 1843, 1836 and 1837. Elected county Prothonatary 
in 1848 for three years. Colonel of Volunteers. Deacon of New Britain 
church. Had children, ABEL ISSABELLA, EUGENE. ABEL deceased Sept. 1&50. 
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1SSABELLA married Dr. THOMAS P, HEPHART. Had children, CARRIE, EMMA, FLORA, 
EUGENE married MARTHA RIALE, daughter of ABIAH J. RIALE. Had children: 
HARRY, HOWARD, GERTRUDE. 


(8) Children of ELIZABETH JAMES AND NATHAN EVANS 
(1) EZRA, married ELIZABETH SWARTZ, Children, MARTIN, JACOB, NATHAN, 
PHAROS, CHRISTIANN, MARGARET, JEMIMA, ELIZABETH, MARY 
(2) ELIZABETH married __ WINNER 75 
(3) MARY married Mr. ROWLAND in Philadelphia 
(4) SEPTIMUS married CATHERINE HOUPT, of Springfield. Went to Chester. 
Had son HENRY S. EVANS, who was State Senator, and Editor of Village Record. 
Had Children: WILLIE D. and BARTON 
(5) JOHN married REBECCA, daughter of THOMAS THOMAS. Had family. 





(9) Children of MARY JAMES and SIMON CALLENDAR 
(1) SIMON married MARY MILLER. Children, AMY, JACOB 
(2) JOSIAH married MARGARET THOMAS. Children, JAMES, ELIZABETH 
(3) JESSE married NANCY JAMES. Had sons, HARRISON, SIMON, JOHN, 
MADISON, SARAH 
(4) JOHN, not married 
(S) BENJAMIN married HANNAH HINES 
(6) HANNAH married NATHAN CORNELL. Children: THEOPHILUS, ELIZABETH, SARAH 
(7) ELIZABETH married JAMES THOMAS, jun. 
(8) WILLIAM, not married 76 


(10) Children of ALICE JAMES and THOMAS MATHEW 
(1) AUSTIN married (in Phila.) HONEY 
(2) JAMES married in Phila. Children: EDWARD, KATE, WILLIAM, MARY 
(3) ELIZABETH not married 
(4) MARY married NATHAN RIALE. No issue 
(5) JANE, not married 


Chapter X 


DESCENDANTS OF ISAAC JAMES AND SARAH THOMAS, DAUGHTER OF JOHN THOMAS 


(1) ABIAH, born 1745, married RACHAEL WILLIAMS, daughter of JOHN WILLIAMS 
Died December Ist. 1834, aged 89 

(2) JOHN, born 1747, married DOROTHY JONES, went to Maryland, died in 
1836, aged 89 

(3) ABEL, born 1749, married ELIZABETH BARTON, died of Appoplexy 1793, 
aged 49. Commonly called ''ABBY'' JAMES 

(4) NATHANIEL, born 1754, married SARAH DUNGAN, daughter of JOHN DUNGAN. 
Died 1845, age 91 

(5) SAMUEL born 1760, married ELIZABETH CORNELL. Went to North Carolina. 
Died in 1848, aged 88 

(6) USLEY (or OSWALD) born 1762. Married JOSEPH MORRIS. Died 1644, age 82 77 

(7) WILLIAM, born 1764., married ELLEN THOMAS. Went to Reading. Died 
there 1854, age, ninety. Had a son ISAAC T. born in Hamburg, Berks, Co. 1807. 
Died April 1880, aged 73. Had four children, three sons, one daughter 

(8) BENJAMIN, born 1766. Married ANN WILLIAMS, daughter of BENJAMIN WILL - 
1AMS of Hilltown. Died 1854, age eighty-eight. 
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(9) There was another daughter, TACY, who died young. Not known where 
to place her. (Typist note: This child must have been TRACY who was mention- 
ed in WILLIAM JAMES Will on page 14, ttem 12 of this copy). 


(1) Children of ABIAH JAMES and RACHAEL WILLIAMS 

(1) MARGARET, married JOSHUA RIALE. Had son ABIAH J. RIALE; RACHEL, 
ELIZABETH, SARAH, ANN, They married: JOS. EVANS, JOSIAH LUNN and DAVID 
STEVENS - 

(2) Col. NATHAN, not married. Served in War of 1812. Died in 1836. 
Served in War of 1812, at Marcus Hook. 

(3) ELIZABETH, married WILLIAM HINES. Had children: NATHAN, Dr. A,JACKSON, 
ELIZABETH and EMILY. Or. Jackson married ANNA MARIA ARMSTRONG, daughter of 
JESSE ARMSTRONG. 

The WILLIAM JAMES on the preceeding page (#7, Chapter X) acquired wealth. 72 
He built a Baptist church in Reading. He was a tobacconist. He removed to 
Reading when young, and always resided there. One son, OLIVER E. (or C 2} is 
living in Rio Janeiro, as a mercantile agent for American and English manufac- 
turers, among which are the Baldwin Locomotive works. PHIL, another son is 
an agent of the Lehigh Coal Company and resides in New York. Besides, there 
was another son and one daughter. WILLIAM JAMES had other children, viz. 
JESSE, SARAH, MARY and JULIA, His first wife died, and in his old age he re- 
married to a daughter of HOWELL GRIFFITH, of Hilltown, then a widow, and who 
had once been his sweetheart in his youth. 

(4) ABIAH, jun. married PAMELA JONES. Had children: NATHAN, CAROLINE, 
BARILLA, ELIZABETH, ABIAH. All deceased except CAROLINE who married BENJAMIN 
GRIFFITH. LEVI (7?) 

(5) MARTHA, not married. 

(6) BENJAMIN W, married ELIZABETH BLACK, daughter of ELIAS BLACK and 
CYNTHIA JAMES. Died 1854 aged sixty. ABIAH R. JAMES, only child, who married 
JOSEPHINE LEAVITT of Tennessee. 


(2) Children of JOHN JAMES and DOROTHY JONES 

(1) ISAAC married ELIZABETH DUNGAN 

(2) “THOMAS, married MARTHA MORRIS. Children: JOHN, ABEL, THOMAS, MARY, 79 
MATILDA 

(3) JOHN, not married 

(4) HENRIETTA, married in Maryland 


(3) Children of ABEL JAMES and ELIZABETH BARTON 

(1) BARTON, married in Baltimore 

(2) JAMES, married in Ohio 

(3) JOHN, not married 

(4) CYNTHIA, married ELIAS BLACK, son of JOHN BLACK. Had sons: ENOS, 
ELIAS, JOHN, LAFAYETTE; daughters, ELMIRA, ELMINA, REBECCA, ENOS married 
ELLEN MEREDITH, went to Ohio. LAFAYETTE, married ANNA - had daughter, 
ELLA BLACK; MARGARET & ELIZABETH were other daughters of ELIAS BLACK. 
ELIAS, jun. died March 31, 1880--aged 64 

(5) ENOS, married in Redstone country 


(4) Children of NATHANIEL JAMES and SARAH DUNGAN 

(1) JOHN D. Married SARAH CLINE. Had several children. ELIZABETH 
married ASHER COX. NATHAN C. JAMES, Lawyer of Doylestown, a son married 
MARIA GARGES. SILAS, not married. SARAH, married JACOB SHADE. HENRIETTA, not 
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married. MARY ANN, married. He (JOHN D, ?) was an officer of court for 40 
years. Was Captain of Company in 1812. Deacon of New Britain church. Died 
1874. (Typist note: W.H.H. DAVIS, in History of Bucks County Vol 1, pg 64, 
says, ' JOHN D,, for many years Court Crier, married Sarah Cline.'') 

(2) NANCY, married JESSE CALLENDAR. Had children: JOHN, MADISON, HARRISON, 
SIMON, SARAH, ANNABELL, ELIZABETH. Removed West. 

(3) JOSEPH, married MARTHA MANN. Had daughter MIRANDA, who married 
ABIAH J RIALE. They had children, MARTHA andMARGARET. MARTHA married EUGENE 
JAMES. JOSEPH died. Other children, WILHELMINA, CHARLES, JOSEPH, LOUISA, SUSAN 

(4) SIMON, married MARY MEREDITH. Had two sons, who died young and a dau- 
ghter, HANNAH 
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(S) Children of SAMUEL JAMES and ELIZABETH CORNELL 
Had seven children, all sons, in North Carolina. Names unknown. 


(6) Children of USLEY JAMES and JOSEPH MORRIS 


(1) SARAH, married RILEY 

(2) ISAAC, married in Montreal, Canada 

(3) MARGARET, married LIMEBURNER 

(4) BENJAMIN married in Philadelphia 

(5) JOHN, married in Phila. 

(6) ANN, married CONGER 81 


(7) Children of WILLIAM JAMES and ELLEN THOMAS 
(1) SARAH, married in Reading 
(2) MARY, married Heller 
(3) JESSE, married in Reading 
(4) JULIANN, married REV. Mr. PHILLIPS 
(5) ISAAC married in Reading 


(8) Children of BENJAMIN JAMES and ANN WILLIAMS 

(1) USLEY, married EDWARD ROBERTS 

(2) SAAC W., married ANN MEREDITH, daughter of MORGAN MEREDITH. Had 
children, JUDSON, dec. 1875, THOMAS, dec., CORDELIA, married YERKES; 
remarried WILLIAM MATHEWS 

(3) ABIAH, married CHARLOTTE AARON 

(4) THOMAS C., not married 

(5) ELIZABETH W., not married. Died 1863 

(6) SARAH MARIA, married HERVEY MATHIAS, son of Rev. JOSEPH MATHIAS. 
Re-married JOHN MANN. No children 

(7) ABEL, not married. Died 82 

(8) SILAS H. not married 

(9) Dr. OLIVER P. married SARAH GORDON. Had children, OLIVER, MATTIE, 


(10) RACHELETTA, not married. Dec. 
(11) ARAMANDA, not married. Dec. 1838 
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Chapter XI 
CHILDREN OF THE YOUNGEST SON OF WILLIAM--ABEL JAMES AND MARY HOWELL 


(1) DANIEL, born 1752 
(2) MARGARET, born 1754, married WILLIAM KERR. Died. Raised a large family 


(3) WILLIAM, born 1756, married — THOMAS. MANNASSEH, son of WILLIAM 
THOMAS, was the father of his wife. Removed to Maryland. Had children 
(4) ISAIAH, born 1758, married Went to Peach Bottom, York Co. Penna. 
His descendants removed West 

(5) JOHN, born 1762, married Went to Pennepack. Died 1807, aged 45 


years. Left a family 

(6) MARY, born 1764, married ABEL THOMAS. Removed to Rockbridge Co., Virginia 83 
near Natural Bridge. Left a large family, most of whom removed to Ohio and 

farther west 

(7) MARTHA, born 1766, married ASA THOMAS in 1788 (?). Died 1854, age eighty- 
eight. ASA was the brother of ABEL THOMAS, and a soldier in the Revolution. 

Both inherited 200 acres in Hilltown. He was a mevber of Hill town church 

(8) CATHERINE, married HILL. Died in East Tennessee. Left small family 

(9) ABEL H., born Jan. 1, 1770, married CATHERINE OWEN, daughter of GRIFFITH 

OWEN. Died 1838, aged 67 





The genealogy of the descendants of ABEL JAMES cannot be so fully brought 
down as that of this two elder brothers, by reason of removals of the larger 
portion to distant parts of the country. 


(7) Children of MARTHA JAMES and ASA THOMAS 

(1) JOSIAH, born April 3, 1784, married ELIZABETH HOFFMAN. He died Aug. 
20, 1856. Had sons SILAS, JOHN, JOEL, MAHLON, OLIVER; daughters ELIZABETH, 
MARTHA and MARY 

(2) ASA THOMAS, married a daughter of BENJAMIN KULP. Had three daughters, 
ANNA, : 
(3) ABEL, married MARY CRAIG. Had children, ALBERT, CHARLES, ALBAN, ABEL, 
ELIZABETH, ELIZABETH married JOHN LAMPEN; ABEL married __ 

(4) JAMES. Died a youn;man in Hilltown very suddenly 

(5) MARGARET married CHARLES HENDRICKS, son of JACOB HENDRICKS, and grand- 
son of HENRY HENDRICKS. Had children, THOMAS, ALBERT G.,; MARTHA, 
OLIVER P., SAMUEL, BENJAMIN, ELIZABETH, ALBERT married ELIZABETH LAWSHA. 
MARTHA married HICKS. OLIVER married ANNIE ULRICH. SAMUEL married 
JEMIMA EVANS. Deceased in Illinois. JACOB HENDRICKS married GRIFFITH 

(6) MARTHA, married HENRY HOHLBEIN. Deceased 1867. Had children, JOHN, 
JAMES, ELVIRA, ELIZABETH, MARY, SUSANNAH 

(7) CATHARINE, married SAMUEL HINKINGER. Had family, BENJAMIN, JUDSON. 
Deceased 

(8) ELIZABETH, married ISAAC MILLER, Had son, THOMAS MILLER. Re-married 
ELEAZER BITTING. No children. Deceased 
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(9) Children of ABEL H. JAMES and CATHARINE OWEN 
(1) CAROLINE, married ISAIAH JAMES. Had children, ABEL, ISSABELLA, EUGENE 85 
(2 & 3) OWEN and MARY, who died when children. OWEN A. died Sept. 1813, 
aged 7 years, 6 months 
(4) JOHN O, married ELIZABETH TROXELL. Had children, EMMA, FREDERICK, 
CARRIE, JOHN, HENRY. CARRIE married J. MONROE SHELLENBERGER of Doylestown. 
EMMA deceased. HENRY also dec. JOHN 0. JAMES, member of dry goods firm of 
JAMES, KENT & SANTEE, Philadelphia 
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Concerning the remaining children of ABEL JAMES, we have already spoken 
at length concerning DANIEL and WILLIAM on pages 67 & 68 (Manuscript copy). 


(7) JOHN was a millwright, and settled on the Pennepack, He lived and died 
in Lower Dublin, Philadelphia County. He built mills on the Pennepack and 
other streams. He raised a large family, mostly daughters. He was consider- 
ed a first class mechanic and became a prosperous citizen. (Typist note: 

No. 7 should have been No. 5--5th child of ABEL JAMES & MARY HOWELL--listed 
on previous page or Manuscript page No. 85) 


(8) ISAIAH, married and went to Peach Bottom, York County. He also raised 
a family which have become about extinct in that locality, having removed 
West. (This number should have been No. 4; see previous page or manuscript 
page No. 82.) 


(9) ABEL HOWELL, the youngest son, married CATHARINE OWEN, daughter of 

SAIRE GRIFFITH OWEN. Like his father, he was a man of ability, especially in 
regards practical knowledge and business affairs. He was widely known, (and 86 
conversant with varieties of men and public events.) Whilst a young man, he 
followed his brother-in-law, ABEL THOMAS into Virginia and lived there for ten 
or more years. He built boats at Lexington, buying and shipping produce from 
that place. This, he also boated down the James River during spring freshets. 

He was married in 1803 and removed back to Bucks County. At one time, he held 
the office of Director of Poor for the county. Dying in 1838, his remains lie 

in the Upper Baptist meeting (church cemetery 7) of Hill town. 


ABEL H. JAMES was twice married. His first wife, CATHARINE died Aug. 12, 
1810. The name of his second wife was GAINOR MATHIAS. She also died, Sept. 20, 
1822, aged fifty-four. 


Upon his return to Hilltown, ABEL H. JAMES commenced a country store at 
SHELLENBERGER's tavern in 1804, near the east branch of the Perkiomen. After 
remaining there for a few years he removed to LEWIS' tavern and store property 
and remained there several years, renting the property. He then purchased 
store property, in what is now, Leidytown, and removed there for a year. He 
then purchased the LEWIS property store and tavern and remained there until 
his death in 1838. His second wife, GAINOR, was the widow of THOMAS MATHIAS, 
brother of Rev. JOSEPH MATHIAS. THOMAS was her cousin and she did not change 
her name by marriage. 


Of the physical proportions of ABEL H. JAMES, it may be said that he was 
six feet in height, his weight two hundrend pounds, and was considered a good 
looking man. 


JOHN 0. JAMES, son of ABEL H. JAMES, was raised in his father's store in 
Hilltown, and became associated with him in business at the age of 21 or in 
1830. A few years later he associated himself with his brother-in-law, ISAIAH 
JAMES, they jointly taking their father's property. They remained in business 
at the same place until after his father's decease. He then married ELIZABETH 
TROXELL and removed to Philadelphia in 1840. He here associated himself with 
WILLIAM C. KLENT & CHARLES SANTEE in the wholesale dry-goods business on north 
Third street, between Vine and Race. In this business he was successful and 
prosperous. 
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The ancestors of his wife ELIZABETH TROXELL were Pennsylvania Germans. 
Her father, JACOB TROXELL, died at Doylestown, where he engaged in the manu- 
facture and sale of hats, and was a thrifty and enterprising man. His family 
were Lutherans, and emigrated from the Palatinate of Germany in 1730 to 1740, 
and settled in Montgomery Co. The father of JACOB TROXELL was JACOB, sen., 
who was born in 1760, and is buried at the Lutheran Church at Hilltown. Died 
March 1, 1806. The mother of ELIZABETH TROXELL was the daughter of JOHN MILLER, gg 
who resided for half a century or more at a grist and saw-mill on the North 
Branch of the Neshameny, near its confluence with Pine Run. He was a well known 
and respectable citizen of New Britain township. He was a Mennonist and married 
into the KULP family of Skippack, Perkiomen township, Montgomery county. His 
daughter, SUSANNAH married JACOB TROXELL, and early in life connected herself 
with the Baptist church of which she remained a member until her death. JACOB 
TROXELL died in the year 1315, and after his death, his widow married ROBERT 
EVANS, of Hilltown, which took place eight or ten years after the death of TROX- 
ELL. By EVANS, she had one son, JOHN M. EVANS, now of Philadelphia, a merchant 
and noted for his musical tastes. 


DAUGHTERS OF WILLIAM JAMES AND REBECCA 


Having spoken at length concerning the sons of WILLIAM JAMES, we come now 
to notice the two daughters, although our knowledge of their descendants is 
comparatively limited (compared with the male branches of the family). 


REBECCA, supposed to have been born about 1720 married SIMON BUTLER, jun., 
son of the Justice SIMON BUTLER, so frequently mentioned in these pages. The 89 
materials for the story of her life are tut meagre, but we give such as are in 
our possession at the present time. Whilst a young woman, she joined Montgom- 
ery church on Nov. 10, 1738. The date of her marriage was somewhere during 
the next decade, perhaps about 1747 or 48. SIMON BUTLER also joined the church 
October 1738. On Feb. 2, 1749 SIMON BUTLER, jun. received from his father, one 
hundred and twelve acres of land in and near Whitehallville,. in this deed it 
is recited that on March 25, 1718, WILLIAM PENN granted to ANOREW HAMILTON 
4654 acres of land west and southwest of the present village of Whitehall. 
ANDREW HAMILTON died in 1741, and says in his will, ''l am possessed of two lots 
of land, containing five hundred acres each, situated on the borders of Bucks." 
This, he bequeaths to his two sons, JAMES and ANDREW. JAMES to have the pre- 
ference, and he chose to take the 4653 acres. Dec. |, 1745, JAMES HAMILTON 
conveyed the 4653 acres to SIMON BUTLER, Sen. SIMON sells in 1749, 112 acres 
of this tract to his son SIMON. It appears by the boundaries given of this 
land that WILLIAM JAMES owned a considerable amount of land adjacent to the 
present village. It is bounded on a line running 87 perches by land of 
WILLIAM JAMES; 55 perches on another side by the same 28 and 29 perches, on 
other sides by the same. It is bounded in all by the length of 305 perches 
by land of JAMES. On the lower side, it is bounded in addition by the length 90 
of 147 perches by lands of ALEXANDER FOREMAN and WILLIAM JAMES. GRIFFITH OWEN's 
lot also bounded it. 


We find that in 1765, SIMON BUTLER making a sale the mill property, after 
his father's death to GEORGE and JACOB REIFF. He evidently had his home in 
or near the present village. GEORGE KINGLE kept the tavern, Tradition re- 
lates that the tavern was only too handy, and that fortune and health were 
wasted and lost by habits of dissipation acquired there. It also relates that 
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he had sixteen children, who, in childhood had to go to live among strangers. 
We judge by this that he did not live to be more than fifty years of age, 
perhaps less, certain it is that he was dead before the advent of the 
Revolution. 


in 1776, WILLIAM JAMES made his last will, being then very old. It is 
certain that he then lived with his daughter REBECCA BUTLER, who is then a 
widow. She then lived on the LAPP property, half a mile west of the village, 
and which is now owned by CHARLES MESSINGER. This farm is left to her during 
her natural life time. This property then consisting of fifty-three acres, 
was part of the large estates known as the STEELE tract granted by PENN to 
him. This land had been laid out in 150 acre lots all the way to Montgomery 
Vine. WILLIAM JAMES bought 53 acres of SIMON BUTLER, who hac become possessed 
of it. Shortly before her father's death REBECCA BUTLER remarried to a man 9| 
named SMITH. How long SMITH lived, or whether he had children, | do not know, 
but presume he had none by REBECCA. She departed this life about the year 
1802, presumably quite aged, perhaps eighty years or more. After her death, 
the executors who had been appointed by her father, PETER EVANS and DAVID EVANS, 
proceed to sell this land. ABRAHAM LAPP, weaver, a German, then bought it. 


The names of the children of REBECCA or what became of them, | have not 
been able to gather as they removed to other parts. One of them married into 
the DAVIS family, son of whom became a Baptist minister. 


The property owned by SIMON BUTLER, as far as the one hundred and twelve 
acres were concerned lay along the present turn-pike toward Philadelphia, and 
it is believed that SIMON lived at one time at the farm and place known in 
more recent times as the GEORGE BARNDT tannery. 


ABIAH BUTLER, jun. appears to have been one of the sons of SIMON BUTLER 
and REBECCA JAMES. Among the purchases of land at Whitehall, we find that in 
1749, WILLIAM JAMES bought forty-one acres and fifteen perches of SIMON BUTLER, 
jun., who had received it of his father, and was a part of the HAMILTON 
property. 


MARGARET LEWIS 92 


This daughter of WILLIAM JAMES, was born perhaps about the year 1722. She 
married HENRY LEWIS. On October 5, 1761, WILLIAM sells a lot of 42 acres to 
HENRY LEWIS. Im the deed it is recited that this part of a tract of 4654 acres 
which WILLIAM PENN conveyed to ANDREW HAMILTON in 1718. At ANDREW HAMILTON's 
death, this was devised to his son, JAMES HAMILTON, who sold a small part, or 
47 acres of it to SIMON BUTLER, Sen. in 1749. 


Another portion, consisting of fifty acres, part of the aforesaid 4654 
acres owned by SIMON BUTLER, sen. and belonging to the HAMILTON estate, from 
which it was bought in 1745, was sold to GRIFFITH OWEN, of Hilltown, January 
21, 1752. OWEN sold this to WILLIAM JAMES in 1761. tn that year, JAMES sold 
seventeen acres of it to HENRY LEWIS. This tract appears to have laid on the 
southerly side of the village of Whitehall. 


HENRY LEWIS, the son-in-law of WILLIAM JAMES emigrated from Wales in the 
early part of the last century from which he fled on account of some political 
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offense, and for which he judged that his life might pay the forfeit. From 
which fact, we may suppose that he was a man of some prominence, and taking 
an interest in public affairs. A considerable time subsequent, after his 
arrival, his father MORRIS LEWIS came, who was buried at Neshaminy. HENRY 
took up three hundred acres of land in Hilltown, on either side of the Beth- 
lehem turnpike, and over a mile from the present village of Line Lexington. 93 
He also owned one hundred acres, in and near Whitehall ville, in New Britain. 
This included the site of the present tavern property, and of land running up 
the northeast bank of the West Branch of the Neshaminy to the hills. He 
built the first house that was used for a public house in that place, a con- 
siderable time previous to the Revolution and which was afterwards kept by 
GEORGE KUNGLE (or more properly CONGLE) who was the son-in-law of BUTLER. 
KUNGLE and family afterwards removed to Chester county. JAMES THOMAS, who 
had also married into the family succeeded him. 


HENRY LEWIS had a son ISAAC, a daughter MARY, and perhaps other children. 
ISAAC was born in 1743 and was a soldier in the American army in the Revolu- 
tion. He served on Long Island, where he was wounded by a musket ball 
through the leg, by the British whilst setting fire to some stacks of wheat 
which the latter had taken possession. Badly wounded, he lay in a forlorn 
condition, and it was with some difficulty that he attracted the attention of 
his comrades, who finally rescued him. He was afterwards removed to Valley 
Forge, and finally to Reading, from whence a letter was sent to his parents, 
who came and took him home. He was a very large, stout man, and lived to old 
age, but was always crippled. His brother, JAMES LEWIS, was the father of 
the present WILLIAM LEWIS who married TILLAH OWENS, daughter of GRIFFITH OWEN. 
HENRY LEWIS, jun., son of this ISAAC, married JONES, and was the father 94 
of JEFFERSON LEWIS, now residing on a portion of the ancestral estate in 
Hill town. 


Whilst KUNGLE was the usual pronunciation of the name of the first in- 
keeper at Whitehall, we find by an old deed that it was really GEORGE CONGER, 
and may have been English in derivation. In 1779 he lived at that place for 
at that date we find him buying one acre of meadow land of ABIAH BUTLER. 
Situated along the Neshaminy, westward of the tavern. In the year 1775, HENRY 
LEWIS bought of ABIAH BUTLER forty-one acres at Whitehall! lying along Nesham- 
iny creek, situated below the village. 


HENRY LEWIS, jun. who lived in the present century, married into the JONES 
family, and had four sons, JOHN, URIAH, ISAAC and JEFFERSON. 


HENRY LEWIS, sen. made his last will, Oct. 23, 1792. His children, WILLIAM, 
RACHEL JONES, REBECCA CONGLE, MARY THOMAS, wife of JAMES THOMAS, MARGARET 
MILLER and ISAAC. RACHEL married ABEL JONES; REBECCA, GEORGE CONGLE, and 
MARGARET, PHILLIP MILLER. HENRY LEWIS lived where LEVI CLYMER now does, and 
where his son-in-law, PHILLIP MILLER afterwards lived. He died in 1796. 

RACHEL LEWIS married ABEL JONES. MARY LEWIS married JAMES THOMAS. 
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Chapter X11 95 


THOMAS JAMES No. | 


Having now completed the history of WILLIAM JAMES, and brought down the 
narrative concerning his various descendants to recent times, we will turn to 
the brother THOMAS, who settled in New Britain, and at about the same date. 
The materials for the account of this brother, and of his progeny are scanty, 
and in some respects less clear and reliable than that of WILLIAM. Neither 
did he leave so numerous a posterity. 


tt will be remembered how in the earlier pages of this work, it has been 
related that in 1720, the father JOHN, and his son THOMAS purchased one thous- 
and acres of the estate of THOMAS STEVENSON, then just deceased. The elder 
JOHN may have purchased other lands in New Britain, but it is not known that 
he did, till afterward. THOMAS was undoubtedly born in Wales, as were his 
brothers, WILLIAM, JOSIAH and ISAAC. A young man in 1718, at which time, he 
in company with his two brothers were received into Montgomery church, his 
birth must needs date back into the last decade of the previous century. That 
he was married previous to 1725 is certain, for on the 10th of November 1725, 
his wife JANE, was received as a member of Montgomery church. 


THOMAS JAMES and JOHN, his father, were in possession of the 1,000 acres 
in 1719, one year previous to their purchase. In 1722, they sold 235 acres to 96 
JOSIAH, and in 1725 they disposed of 206 acres to WILLIAM, as has been before 
mentioned. But in 1726, they appear to have dissolved partnership, for an old 
document states that on the 28th of August, 1726, JOHN JAMES and ELIZABETH his 
wife did grant unto THOMAS JAMES one full and undivided moiety, or one half 
part of three hundred acres part of the aforesaid one thousand acres. These 
one hundred and fifty acres were situated mainly on the upper side of Pine Run, 
near its junction with North Branch. (By another deed, THOMAS is said to have 
received 300 acres from his father in the division, and that more nearly ap- 
proaches the amount conveyed to the sons of THOMAS, JOHN and SAMUEL.) But 
THOMAS JAMES bought on his own account, eleven years after the purchase of the 
1,000 acres, a tract of Society Land from JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE. This consisted of 
167 acres bought in 1731. A recital of the previous history of this tract 
must be given in order to arrive at a full understanding of the subject. 


The Free Society of Traders formed in London in the year 1682, mainly for 
the purpose of buying and selling lands in the New World, as well as for other 
purposes, took up at an early period, a large tract of land in Bucks County, 
lying in what is now Doylestown, New Britain and perhaps a small portion of 
Warrington township. After the lapse of many years, in order to wind up the 
affairs of the Company, a Board of Trustees were appointed by Act of Colonial 97 
Assembly to sell the lands of the company. Their names were: CHARLES REED, 
JOB GOODSON, EVAM OWEN, GEORGE FITZWATER, and JOSEPH PIDGEON. Of these Trus- 
tees, JEREMIAH LANGHORNE bought five thousand, two hundred acres on the 25th 
of March, 1724. LANGHORNE was a man of importance in the Colony, and was a 
Justice of the Peace, member of Assembly, Chief Justice, and held Judicial 
offices, and is very frequently mentioned in the Colonial Records. The bound=- 
aries of this immense tract containing nearly, if not quite, eight square 
miles of land, two miles in width, and nearly four miles in length were as 


follows: 
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‘Beginning at a hickory tree at a corner of JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE's land and 
running by the same, and land of GEORGE FITZWATER and JAMES STEELE, 640 
perches northwest to a corner of JOHN JAMES' land; Thence by the same and 
JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE's and northeast 1186 perches; Thence southeast 40 perches; 
Thence southwest 226 perches; Thence northeast 328 perches; Thence southwest 
480 (7?) perches; Thence northwest by lands of THOMAS MEREDITH and JOSEPH 
HOUGH 328 perches; Thence by said MEREDITH's and by DAVID WILLIAMS' land 480 
perches to place of beginning.’ 


The southwesterly boundary of the Society Land appears to have been nearly 
the line of the present Bristol Road. The lands beyond that were granted by 
PENN to BENJAMIN STEELE, an Englishman, all the way to the County Line. 

GEORGE FITZWATER also owned a large tract south of that belonging to STEELE. 98 
At the death of the elder STEELE his landed property was sold according to his 
will to his son JAMES and his daughter who was married to JAMES HAMILTON. It 
was divided into 150 acre lots, of which each child took alternately all the 
way from Whitehallville to the Montgomery line. JOSEPH HOUGH, son of RICHARD 
HOUGH, and Englishman, and one of the founders of the family of that name in 
this country, resided somewhere down the Bristol road, on the easterly side. 
THOMAS MEREDITH, belonging to a noted Welsh family, lived at Castle Valley, in 
what is now Doylestown township, near the Neshaminy. THOMAS MEREDITH attempted 
to build a castle, and carried many stones for that purpose. In this insane 
design he was unmolested, but from this arose the name of Castle Valley. 


THOMAS became insane through hard study, and his cousin, JAMES MEREDITH, 
was told by the friends of THOMAS, that he should have possession of the 
lands of his unfortunate relative, at the latter's death; if he would take 
care of him during his life. This he did, coming from his native place, 
Chester county, for that purpose. JAMES became founder of the family of the 
MEREDITHS in Bucks. THOMAS had received a grant of the land, then a wilder- 
ness from his father. 


Five years later on or in 1729, LANGHORNE appears to have sold a large 
portion of this tract, though by no means all, to JOSEPHKIRKBRIDE. KIRKBRIDE 
was or had been a resident of Falls township, in the lower section of the 99 
county, was a man conversant with public affairs, held important offices, and 
was a large landholder, which he held to sell again to bonafide settlers in 
smaller tracts. The lands bought by him in 1729, appear to have been compri- 
sed in three tracts, the boundaries of which we herewith give, although it 
will be hard to determine now, exactly, where they were situated. The first 
as follows: ''beginning at a hickory tree for a corner; Thence northeast 
296+ perches to another corner; Thence southeast 370 perches to another cor- 
ner; Thence southeast 2964 perches to another corner; Thence northeast 324 
perches to place of beginning;’containing 624 acres or about one square mile. 
(Typist note: the two last measurements probably should have read: ‘''Thence 
southwest 2964 perches to another corner; Thence northwest 324 perches to 
place of beginning."') 


Another tract was bounded: ''Beginning at a black oak marked for a corner; 
southeast 640 perches to a hickory; Thence southwest 2963 perches; Thence 640 
perches to a hickory; Thence southwest 2963 perches; Thence to a post; Thence 
northwest 320 perches to a corner; Thence southwest 2964 perches to a corner; 
Thence northwest 320 perches to another corner; Thence northeast 600 perches 
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to place of beginning.'' This contained 1602 acres, or two square miles and 
a half. The other tract began at a black oak at a corner of JOSEPH HOUGH's 
and THOMAS MEREDITH's land, running northwest 328 perches to a corner; 
Thence northeast 240 perches to a corner; Thence southeast 368 perches to a 
corner; Thence southwest 140 perches to place of beginning!’ containing 443 
acres. In all these tracts sold to KIRKBRIDE comprised 2,669 acres, more 
than four square miles, and a little exceeding the original tract of LANG- 
HORNE 's. 
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In the year 1731, KIRKBRIDE sold to SIMON MATHEW 197 acres, lying along 
the present Bristol road, and also the Neshaminy creek. MATHEWS had eleven 
years previous bought 167 acres of JAMES STEELE, nearer Chalfoni, By a deed 
given to DAVID STEPHENS on October 14, 1731, JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE sells to him 
227 acres, lying south and southwest of New Britain cross-roads, which is now 
farmed by several owners, and is partly built upon by the village. CHARLES R. 
GROVE owns the southern portion. The boundaries are as follows: ''Beginning 
at a corner stone; Thence east, northeast 1973 perches; Thence southeast by 
JEREMIAH LANGHORNE's land 160 perches; Thence southwest 197 perches; Thence 
by SIMON MATHEW's land northeast 210 perches; Thence by said MATHEWS land to 
place of beginning.'' This is witnessed by JOHN KIRKBRIDE, THOMAS JAMES and 
JAMES HOLCOMBE. Acknowledged before SIMON BUTLER. In the same year, 100 
acres of this tract was sold by STEPHENS to DAVID MORGAN. The reader will be 
anxious to know why this long recital of lands of consequence, to other 
parties, concerning which the JAMES' have nothing to do. Simply because a 
single line in a deed given in 1760, by which DAVID STEPHENS conveys 111 acres 
of this land MATHEW (?) is all the clue by which we can trace a farm of 167 
acres to THOMAS JAMES. The deed by which THOMAS JAMES receives this property 101 
from KIRKBRIDE is not on record, and can nowhere be found. This deed of 
STEPHENS' in reciting back very fortunately states that in October 1731, 
THOMAS JAMES received 167 acres from KIRKBRIDE adjoining STEPHENS' tract. 


Of course the exact boundaries of these 167 acres cannot be given, but 
they undoubtedly extended from the present road leading northwest from New 
Britain village, running southwestwardly for over half a mile toward Whitehall- 
ville, where it was bounded by lands of SIMON MATHEW. On the northwest were 
the other lands of THOMAS JAMES, and those of his brother WILLIAM, whilst to 
the eastward were the lands of LANGHORNE yet unsold. On the lower side were 
the lands of DAVID STEPHENS. THOMAS JAMES held possession of this for twenty- 
five years when in 1755, he sold on the 30th of May of that year 180 acres to 
his son JAMES JAMES. To the original 167 acres had evidently been added a 
small tract, concerning which we have no record. This deed of 1755 is neither 
on record nor can be found. It was probably taken by JAMES JAMES to North 
Carolina among his other papers. By a deed of 1753, a tiny strip of but fif- 
teen percheswas sold to REBECCA HUMPHREY. The boundaries of this may seem 
unimportant, but | quote them at length, for here was erected the first dwell- 
ing house in the present village of New Britain. ''This indenture made the 
first day of May, 1753 between THOMAS JAMES, and JANE, his wife, on the one 
part, and REBECCA HUMPHREY, widow, on the other part, both of New Britain, 
whereas there is a certain tract of land lying in said township; "Beginning 102 
at a post in the line of the lot belonging to the Baptist meeting house; 
Thence along the said line a southeast course, five perches to a post; Thence 
south sixty-five degrees west by DAVID STEPHENS’ land, three perches to a 
post, thence north west by THOMAS JAMES’ land three perches to the place of 
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beginning.'| This same piece of land is a part of 167 acres conveyed, etc., 
going back to the Free Traders as do the other deeds. This land sold for one 
shilling. SIMON BUTLER is the Justice, and is witnessed by EVAN STEPHENS, 
and WILLIAM DAVIS, jun. It was not executed until Dec. 29, 1755, at which 
date, a few lines on the back of the instrument says that JANE, the wife of 
THOMAS JAMES had died meanwhi le--between 1753 and 1755. 


By a deed of June 16, 1760, THOMAS JAMES sells a strip of ten acres lying 
along Pine Run or more properly the race course, to his son JAMES. This pur- 
chase will be treated of under the head of JAMES JAMES. It also appears by 
a deed of 1760, that a small portion of the 167 acres had been sold to EDWARD 
MATHEW, son of SIMON, who in turn had sold to JOHN YOUNG, who had married 
MARGARET MATHEW, daughter of SIMON. 


But THOMAS JAMES bought other lands which had been Society Lands. By an 
instrument of writing called a Release, two tracts of land are conveyed to 
him during the year 1748 at different times in that year, from WILLIAM MOSS. 
The smaller of these tracts consisted of twenty acres was located near Pine 
Run bridge, and the other was the land now owned by JOHN HULAND and a portion, 103 
at least of that now owned by ADAM GAUL. But THOMAS JAMES had already lived 
on the land for one year previous, or in 1747. MOSS is paid 133 pounds for 
these two tracts. The first or smaller tract was bounded on the northeast by 
the other land of MOSS, on another side by THOMAS JOHN's land; on another side 
by THOMAS JAMES' land, and on the fourth by lands of JOHN THOMAS and ISAAC 
JAMES. 


Here are the boundaries of the larger tract, or ninety-two acres: 

"Beginning at a post being a corner of SAMUEL MARTIN's land; Thence by 
the same southwest 100 perches to a post; Thence by the land of AARON JAMES, 
and THOMAS JAMES' northwest 12? perches to a post; Thence by THOMAS JAMES' 
land southeast 24 perches to a post; Thence by the same land northwest 46 
perches to a post; Thence by the same land north 73 degrees east, 52 perches 
to a post; Thence by the same land north; 40 degrees east to a hickory; 
Thence by land of THOMAS JOHN and EVAN STEPHENS 1452 perches to place of 
beginning."' The deed recites that this was part of 5,200 acres which LANG- 
HORNE had bought of the Trustees of Society Land in 1724. It goes on to 
recite that LANGHORNE, dying in 1742, by his last will impowers his executors 
to sell the lands still in his possession. We presume the lands unsold had 
been leased until 1748. On this property, THOMAS JAMES had his dwelling and 
planted an orchard. There is much obscurity concerning the history of this 
place about that time. It seems that MOSS somehow purchased under a defective 
title. Im consequence, he was obliged, to remove , to his great pecuniary 104 
loss. The story goes, that his wife ''POLL'' was naturally fiercely indignant 
there at and in her wrath pronounced a ''curse'' upon this property. Those 
were more superstitious days than now, and many people believed in the effi- 
cacy of such anathemas. The older people used to ominously shake their 
heads upon seeing evidence of bad farming or mismanacement on the part of 
the succeeding owners, and say ''see POLL MOSS’ curse yet abides upon the 
doomed premises.' In 1766, WILLIAM MOSS sold to MOSES Caldwell, a farm now 
owned by JOHN JACOBY and JOHN HULAND, There appears to be a conflict between 
this sale and the one made to THOMAS JAMES in 1748, but perhaps not. 
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Among the transactions of THOMAS JAMES, was the sale of 673 acres to 
WILLIAM JAMES, cordwainer, March 29, 1769. This goes back to recite that 
it was part of the 1,000 bought in 1720. And then say, that Aug. 28, 1725, 
JOHN, sen. granted 300 acres to THOMAS part of the said 1,000. Now this in- 
denture witnesses that THOMAS JAMES grants unto WILLIAM for the sum of 202 
pounds 16 shillings 4 pence the following described tract. ‘Beginning at a 
heap of stones for a corner in the line of JOHN JAMES' land; Thence extending 
by the said JOHN JAMES’ land north, forty-six degrees, thirty minutes West, 
eighty two and 8/10 perches to a heap of stones, for a corner, on the line of 
THOMAS JONES' land; Thence by the said JONES’ land 122 perches to a heap of 
stones in the said line; Thence south eighteen degrees, 45 minutes east, 36 
perches to a post and a heap of stones for a corner; Thence by the land of 
SAMUEL JAMES, south 46 degrees east, 41 perches to a heap of stones for a cor- 105 
ner; Thence by the land of JOHN JAMES, jun. north 46 degrees east 14! per- 
ches to the place of beginning-.'' This is witnessed by JOHN JAMES, joiner, and 
and JOHN JAMES, jun. Acknowledged before BENJAMIN MATHEW, signed by THOMAS 
JAMES, alone, his wife being dead. 


THOMAS JAMES it will be perceived, owned more than four hundred and fifty 
acres of land, which he had purchased at different times. Concerning his 
physical appearance, or mental calibre, nothing has been handed down to this 
generation, He was a member of the Baptist church from the date of his Baptism 
at Montgomery in 1718 till the day of his death. His name as well as that of 
JANE, his wife, appear among the constituent members of New Britain at its 
organization in 1754. He was a widower some eighteen years. Contemporary with 
THOMAS JAMES, and also living in New Britain, were two other THOMAS JAMES. 

One was his son, THOMAS, jun. and the other, THOMAS, son of AARON JAMES. The 
wife of the latter THOMAS, was named MARY. That of THOMAS, jun. was named 
LETITIA, and the sister of THOMAS, sen. was named MARY also. 


Among the records of Montgomery church is this entry, 'Died, March 25, 1772, 
THOMAS JAMES, mason, an old member.'' Now in deeds bearing his name, he is 
styled a mason. 1! presume to distinguish him from any other THOMAS. The name 
of his wife, JANE, appears among the members of New Britain, who is there 
styled the wife of THOMAS JAMES. So we may reasonably suppose that the name 106 
on the church book is the husband of JANE, as they would hardly belong to 
different churches. And then to clinch this proof, the date of his last will 
concides exactly with the Montgomery church record. At the time of his death 
he was a man quite well stricken in years. The days of his life were at least 
four score years. His last will was written in the early part of the year 1772 
just before his death, and also registered in that year. After the usual pre- 
liminaries this instrument goes on substantially to say and devise: 


Item |. He gives to his friends JOHN WILLIAMS and JAMES EVANS five pounds 
for the use of the Baptist church at New Britain. 

item 2. To his son, JAMES JAMES, ten pounds, and a horse and saddle. 

Item 3. To his son SAMUEL JAMES, he makes void a bond which he held 
against SAMUEL, on the payment by SAMUEL of twenty-five pounds. 

Item 4. To his som THOMAS JAMES, his best suit of clothes, also five 
pounds to THOMAS, in special trust for the children of said THOMAS JAMES, jun. 

Item 5. "To his daughter ELIZABETH AARON, ten pounds, a case of drawers, 
and a book of Religious Poems by Rev. REES RICHARD.'' ELIZABETH had married 
BENJAMIN BUTLER, son of SIMON BUTLER, for her first husband. 
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1tem 6. To his son JOHN JAMES, the sum of twenty-five Pounds, together 
with remainder of books and wearing apparel. 

Item 7. To his daughter, RACHEL SHEWELL, five pounds. 107 

Item 8. To his granddaughter, MARGARET, daughter of JOHN JAMES, various 
articles of furniture. 

Item 9. To said JOHN JAMES, jun. all the remainder of his estate, after 
payment of just debts against it. He also makes JOHN his executor. 


The following deeds copied below, were not discovered till some months 
after the foregoing pages were written. They supply some missing links in 
the narrative, and the boundaries given, throw some additional light on the 


topography of the lands owned by him, and also of those transmitted to his 
son JAMES, 


DEED BETWEEN JOHN JAMES AND THOMAS JAMES --1726 


This indenture made the twenty-eighth day of August, 1726 between JOHN 
JAMES of Hilltown, in the county of Bucks and Province of Pennsylvania, yeoman, 
and ELIZABETH, his wife, and THOMAS JAMES of Hillton, aforesaid, yeoman, on 
the other part. There is a certain tract or parcel of land in the said town- 
ship of Hillton: Beginning at a hicory tree also the corner of the Society 
Land, and thence northwest by ANDREW HAMILTON's land, and by THOMAS DAVIDS 
land by a line of marked trees 240 perches to a corner post, and thence north- 
east by WILLIAM JAMES' land, 200 perches to a heap of stones for a corner; 
Thence southeast by other lands of the said WILLIAM JAMES; 140 perches to a 108 
Spanish oak for a corner; Thence southwest five perches to a heap of stones 
for a corner; and thence southeast by the same land of WILLIAM JAMES 100 per- 
ches to a white oak saplin for a corner; and thence southwest by the Society 
land 135 perches to the place of beginning: Containing 300 acres part of the 
1,000 acres which SARAH STEVENSON and JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE, executors of the will 
of THOMAS STEVENSON, of Bensalem, conveyed to JOHN JAMES, and THOMAS JAMES, 
These 300 acres were now sold to THOMAS JAMES for the sum of 40 pounds-- 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of 


Signed by 
SIMON BUTLER JOHN JAMES 
BENJAMIN GRIFFITH her 
ELIZABETH 34 JAMES 
mark 


Near thirty years afterwards, THOMAS JAMES then an elderly man transfers 
180 acres to his son JAMES. This was not a portion of the 300 acres which he 
had received from his father JOHN in 1726, but the 167 acres bought of KIRK- 
BRIDE in 1731, with some other lands afterwards added to it. These 180 acres 
are situated contiguous to and directly west and southwest of the village of 
New Britain, and between Pine Run, and the great road from Doylestown to 
Chalfont, some portions of the land lying below the said road. The land is 
now subdivided, among quite a number of property holders. {It is not known 109 
whether the great road ran on exactly the same course as at the present day. 
This is the missing deed, mentioned on page 101 (Manuscript copy): 
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DEED BETWEEN THOMAS JAMES, Sen. AND JAMES JAMES, HIS SON 1755 


This was made May 30, 1755 between THOMAS JAMES of New Britain, and JANE, 
his wife, on the one part, and JAMES JAMES, his son, husbandman, on the other 
part. The deed goes on to recite that on Nov. 14, 1720, SARAH STEVENSON and 
THOMAS KIRKBRIDE, conveyed unto JOHN JAMES, father of the said THOMAS JAMES, 
and to THOMAS JAMES, jointly, 1,000 acres of land in Hillton, now New Britain. 
Also the division of the property in 1726. It next recites that on the 1Ilth 
and 12th days of October 1731, JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE sold to THOMAS JAMES 167 acres 
of land, which lies west of the present village of New Britain. Then follow 
the boundaries of the land conveyed. ''Beginning at a stone, being a corner of 
land granted by THOMAS JAMES to REBECCA HUMPHREY; extending thence by Society 
meeting house lot, and AARON JAMES' land north west 155 perches to a corner 
stone; Thence by JOHN JAMES' land southwest 55 perches to a corner near a white 
oak saplin; Thence by the same land again northwest 34 perches to a corner side 110 
of SIMON MATHEWS’ land SIMON BUTLER's mill-race; Thence by the said mill-race 
south 643 degrees west 26 perches to a heap of stones; Thence south 47 degrees 
west 24 perches to a white oak saplin on the side of the said mill-race; Thence 
by the said THOMAS JAMES' land south 49 degrees, east 44 perches to a corner 
stone; Thence by the same land again, south 65 degrees, west 74 perches to a 
stone set for a corner; Thence by the mill-race twenty-five degrees east 6 per- 
ches to a corner stone; thence south 23 degrees, west 17 perches to a stone; 
Thence south 35 degrees, west 20 perches to a corner stone; Thence by SIMON 
BUTLER's land southeast 22 perches to a heap of stones, being a corner of said 
BUTLER's land; Thence by JOHN MATHEWS! land, northeast, 21 perches to a post; 
Thence by the same land southeast 89 perches to the great road leading from 
SIMON BUTLER's mill to WELLS' Ferry; Thence along the said road north 65 degrees 
east 17 perches to a corner post; Thence south-east 22 perches to a post; (the 
two last courses by EDWARD MATHEWS' land); Thence by DAVID STEPHENS' land east- 
northeast 178 perches to a cornerpost; Thence by lot of REBECCA HUMPHREY, north 
west 5 perches to a stone; Thence by the same east-northeast 3 perches to the 
place of beginning, Containing 180 acres. This is sold to JAMES JAMES for 
fifty pounds. Sealed and delivered in the presence of 


his 
MOSES “I AARON Signed by WwW 
mark THOMAS JAMES 
her 
GRIFFITH OWEN JAEN +H JAMES 
mark 


Acknowledged before SIMON BUTLER 
May 7, 1759 


Chapter XII} 
THOMAS JAMES No. 3 


The supposition is that THOMAS was the eldest son of THOMAS JAMES, sen. 
although we have no record or proof by which to definitely decide on the 
priority of the children of THOMAS. The date of his birth, upon this supposi- 
tion, must be fixed previous to 1725, but not more than a few years, The 
first name of his wife was LETITIA, but her maiden name is unknown to the 
writer. Before, and at the time of the Revolution he lived in a small house, 
now long since demolished, just south of Pine Run and adjacent to the public 
road leading to Hilltown. This locality is now an open field, surrounded by 
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woods on two sides and the public road on the other. The property was recent- 

ly sold to JAMES E. HILL. previously to which it belonged to ELIZABETH JAMES, 
deceased. Tradition relates that this now plowed field once was occupied by 112 
two other small houses, concerning the history of which | can add nothing more 

at present, than state their existence. 


THOMAS JAMES had quite a number of children at least, six in all, but has 
left no descendants. During the prevalence of Dysentery, (as the old tomb- 
stones indicate that these deaths took place in February 1778, |! am inclined 
to believe that the malady was something like the modern Diphtheria, more com- 
mon in winter than Dysentery) the whole family of children were rapidly 
attacked and carried off by the disease. In the short space of a week, they 
were all laid side by side in the old graveyard just back of New Britain 
church on the brow of the hill. Such a remarkable fatality has been handed 
down through the mists and shadows of a hundred years. The father and mother 
lived until after the close of the War, when they likewise died. Some of the 
children were young men and women, and one daughter would have married her 
cousin SAMUEL JAMES had she lived. SAMUEL JAMES afterward removed to North 
Carolina. tt is believed that THOMAS left no real estate, but that he lived 
on land leased from other parties. Tradition credits him with a genial and 
liberal temper, and he was beloved by the neighboring urchins for gifts to 
them of the good apples which his fine orchard produced. In this field stood 
many large, old apple trees, the last of which were only uprooted the Spring 
of 1875 by the new owner. 


The present public road formerly ran through this field, near the house 113 
of THOMAS JAMES. It was laid out by the Surveyors and intended to run perfect- 
ly straight through to Hilltown from New Britain. But as the race course had 
already been dug previous to the opening of the road, this would involve 
crossing both the race and Pine Run. Our ancestors had no mind to build 
bridges if they could avoid it, so they naturally went higher up, above the 
starting point of the race to a more feasible ford. Some time after the 
Revolution, MOSES AARON, who lived on the opposite side of the road, fancied 
that the highway ran too far from his buildings. So, in a free and easy man- 
ner, and without much regard of the powers that be, he altered the line of 
the road so that it should run near his house. This accounts for the bend in 
the present road, which was once more nearly straight from the turn to the 
ford. The above MOSES AARON had married ELIZABETH BUTLER, daughter of ELIZ- 
ABETH JAMES and BENJAMIN BUTLER, which may account for his coming into poss- 
ession of his wife's grandfather, THOMAS JAMES' property. 


Chapter XIV 
JAMES JAMES 


The next son of THOMAS, whom we will trace, is JAMES. Born somewhere 
about 1725, he married ELIZABETH (EATON written in pencil in the blank 
space). As was the case with his brother we know not the last name of his 
wife. The date of his marriage was perhaps later than 1750. On October |, 
1769, his wife and himself were baptized and received into New Britain church. 


On May 30, 1755, JAMES received from his father THOMAS one hundred and 
eighty acres. Five years later, or on June 16, 1760, he received, also from 
his father, a small tract of ten acres lying on the upper side of his former 
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plantation, and lying along the race course. This was above the Society line 
and in HUDSON's large purchase, being a tiny strip of the 1,000 acres bought 
in 1720 by JOHN and THOMAS. The deeds read thus after the above recitals. 
‘This indenture witnesses that the said THOMAS JAMES in consideration of the 
sum of thirty pounds paid by the said JAMES JAMES, etc., grants to him the 
following tract. Beginning at a post for a corner, on the banks of SIMON 
BUTLER's mill race, and extending by the same north, thirteen degrees west, 
twelve perches; Thence north forty-two degrees east, nineteen perches to a 
corner; Thence north, twenty four degrees east, sixteen perches to a maple 115 
sapling, marked for a corner; Thence north fifty-four degrees east, ten per- 
ches to a corner; Thence north thirty three degrees east, ten perches to a 
corner; Thence north, sixty-five degrees east, ten perches to a heap of stones 
on the southeast side of the said mill race; Thence by the said JAMES JAMES' 
land southeast forty one perches to a corner stone; Thence south, sixty five 
degrees west, seventy six perches to the place of beginning. Containing ten 


acres and one hundred and forty two perches.'' It is acknowledged before 
RICHARD WALKER, who lived in what is now the upper part of Warrington, and 
who was of Presbyterian, Scotch-Irish stock. It is witnessed by two GRIFFITH 


OWEN's, One of these lived in Hilltown, and was known as a surveyor and a 
clerk, and was otherwise a man of mark. The other signatures are difficult 
to decipher, but one appears to be PHILLIP CUGIL, the other name is probably 
BENJAMIN HAIR, or more properly HARE. 


Whilst treating of this estate bought by THOMAS JAMES in 173), and which 
came mainly into possession of his son JAMES in 1755, | will continue its 
history down to recent times. In addition to the ten acres added in 1760, 
something over two acres were added in 1770, which were sold to JAMES by 
RICHARD WILGUS, The boundaries of this we have not got, but it lay somewhere 
along the great road, doubtless, JAMES JAMES was the owner of this farm for 
the period of thirty-one years, or until 1786, when it was sold to PETER 


EATON. But EATON retained a singularly shaped strip on the southwesterly 116 
side, consisting of sixteen acres, of which t give the boundaries. ''Beginning 
at a post in the great road leading from EVAN's mill (once BUTLER's) to 


CORREYLS Ferry; Thence along the same, north, sixty-two degrees, east eighteen 
perches and seven tenths to a post, in the said road; Thence north thirty 
three degrees, fifteen minutes west, thirty eight perches to a stone, thence 
south sixty-four degrees west, thirty-five perches and two-tenths to a stone 
set for a corner at the distance of 12 8/10 perches from the line of PHILLIP 
SWARTZLANDER's land; Thence on a north-westerly course and parallel with the 
said SWARTZLANDER's line until it extends to EVANS' mill race; Thence down the 
race to a white oak, it being a corner between this and PHILLIP SWARTZLANDER's 
land; Thence by the said SWARTZLANDER's land to the great road; Thence along 
the said road to the place of beginning. Containing sixteen acres.'' Why such 
a singularly shaped piece of land was ever cut off from the main farm, or 

when it was done is hard to tell. And there was a dwelling house on it, by 
whom, or when built, is now involved in mystery. 


The following diagram, which is copied from a deed of 1760, concerning a 
neighboring property, will throw some light on the relative situation of the 
farm of JAMES JAMES, and the names of the neighboring landholders. And the 
dwelling house which was located several hundred yards from the main road was 117 
supplied with water from a shallow well, and not from a spring as was then 
usually the case. 
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During the latter decade of the last century and afterwards, this house 
was rented to various parties, among whom were Rev. WILLIAM WHITE, pee 
HOHLBEIN, a deserter from the British army, who was a Hessian, and some 
other families. The house was demolished some sixty years ago, and no indi- 
cations of a former habitation marks the spot. This was the original home- 
stead, doubtless built by THOMAS JAMES and wherein JAMES JAMES resided. 
EPHRAIM THOMAS, erected new buildings where EUGENE JAMES now resides. 


JAMES JAMES had no children. After he had become advanced in years, he 118 

was induced to emigrate to North Carolina. PETER EATON, who is styled a 

minister of the Gospel, but who never was a stated preacher, had went (gone) 

from here there, and became owner of lands there. He induced JAMES JAMES to 
leave his native place and go some six hundred miles south west, and finally 
EATON exchanged his North Carolina property for the plantation owned by 

JAMES in New Britain. Tradition says that EATON got the best of the bargain, 

but however that may be, we find that in the deed to EATON made Nov. 7, 1786 

that JAMES is called a citizen of Salisbury, Rowan county, North Carolina. 
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This is among the Western counties of the State, and is now intersected by 

two railroads. Among the neighboring landholders we find JOAN ROWLAND, 

living at the cross-roads, where JESSE SHAY's store now is. His line extend- 

ed for 1095 perches; Thence it extended 623 by BENJAMIN MATHEWS' land, alli 

on the lower side. The diagram below is an imperfect copy of one found in 

an old deed, and will give an idea of the plantation which PETER EATON bought 

of JAMES JAMES, but at a somewhat later date. 119 
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PETER EATON sold this sixteen acre tract October 4, 1797 to JOSEPH MATHEW , 

brother of the Justice, and the husband of LYDIA, sister of PETER EATON. Qn 

the 24th of September, 1793, PETER EATON sold the main farm, containing one 

hundred and seventy-six acres to EPHRAIM THOMAS, of Hilltown, grandson of 

WILLIAM THOMAS founder of Hill town church, but as was seen the sixteen acres 

were reserved by EATON. MATHEWS held this tract five years, or until April 3, 120 
1802, when for the sum of three hundred pounds he sold it to THOMAS. 


EPHRAIM THOMAS was possessed of this farm for forty years or until his 
death in 1833. Shortly afterward, or on December 31, 1834, a deed is given, 
calling for 107 acres, three roods and 20 perches to Dr. ERASMUS THOMAS, one 
of his sons. The residence of the farm was devised to another son, EPHRAIM. 
April 2, 1838, Dr. THOMAS sells his farm to JAMES MEREDITH of Doylestown town- 
ship, for the sum of $5,900. This deed calls for 106 acres, three roods. 
JAMES MEREDITH held possession for eleven years or until April 1849, when he 
sold it for $7,000 to ISAIAH JAMES then living in Hilltown. The other portion 
passed from the hands of EPHRAIM THOMAS to JAMES E. HILL. ISAIAH JAMES was 
owner for twenty-one years, when in 1870, he sold it to his son, EUGENE JAMES. 


JAMES JAMES lived and died in North Carolina, at a date which to the writer 
is unknown. 


Among the curious characters of those days, was JAMES EATON, brother of 
PETER EATON, aforesaid. JAMES was a man of strong points of character both 
mental and physical, but became partially insane towards the close of his life. 
He made his home alternately here or in North Carolina, as his fancy suited 
him. And he always traveled back and forth, six hundred miles, on foot and 12} 
alone. His brother PETER, and others of his family lived there then, and others 
of his relatives lived here and in Hilltown. He was very taciturn, saying 
tittle, and when the notion seized him to go to North Carolina, he would abrupt- 
ly leave any employment he was engaged in, and without any preparation either 
as to clothing or otherwise, would start off in a run due south. He went in 
this manner six or seven times, pursuing his way with unerring sagacity, and 
subsisting on the charity of the country through which he passed. When he 
chose to work, especially at raking hay, his performances in dexterity and 
swiftness were something wonderful. At length he went to North Carolina, and 
made his reappearance no more. 


Chapter XV 
JOHN JAMES 3rd. 
JOHN, surnamed by his neighbors, "Little Johnnie" in order to distinguish 
him from his cousin JOHN, the son of WILLIAM, and also on account of his small- 


ness of stature, was another son of THOMAS JAMES. He received property from 
his father on the upper side of Pine Run, near its junction with North Branch, 


and lived where SAMUEL OAKFORD now does. JOHN received this property from his 122 
father in 1761. The property owned by him amounted to near one hundred and 
fifty acres. 1 have little or no knowledge concerning his character or doings. 


He was twice married, but nothing now seems to be known as to the maiden names 
of these wives. But it is certain that his second wife was a German woman. 
(Typist note: On the margin, someone had penciled in, '\Ist wife MAGDALINA 
KESHLER (EN); 2nd wife EDITH EATON.) By his first wife, he had a son, JAMES. 
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By his second wife, he had three other children, viz. CATHERINE, BENJAMIN and 
MARGARET. | find a Letter of Attorney on record at Doylestown of the date 

of Nov. 30, 1792 from JAMES JAMES of North Carolina, son of JOHN, to JOSEPH 
MATHEWS to receive for him any property that might be due him from his fathers 
estate. 


JOHN JAMES made his last will in 1779, which was registered March 12, !779., 
Judging from this, his death took place in that year. The purport of this 
instrument is herewith given: 


ttem |. To my daughter MARGARET, a Duarte Bible, a case of drawers and 
a bed. 

item 2. To my son, BENJAMIN, wearing apparel, books, and several articles 
of furniture. 

item 3. To my daughter, CATHERINE, various household goods. 

Item 4. To my son, JAMES JAMES, four hundred pounds, to be paid to him, 
when he arrived at full age. 

item 5, To my daughter CATHERINE, eighty-five pounds. 

ttem 6. To my daughter MARGARET, a lot of sixty acres, to be surveyed off, 
the side of my land, where | now do live, adjoining land of my cousin JOHN 123 
JAMES, also adjoining land of my brother JAMES JAMES, of my cousin, WILLIAM 
JAMES, of my cousin JOHN, and the remainder of my own land. 

Item 7. To my son BENJAMIN, all the remainder of my lands and tenements; 
Both of these tracts to remain in the care of my executors, until BENJAMIN and 
MARGARET arrive at full age. 

Item 8. To my son, JAMES JAMES, two hundred acres of land in Chestnut Hill 
township, Northampton county, surveyed to me pursuant to a warrent, dated 
Dec. 8, 1773. 

Item 9. 1 give my friend ALICE GRAY, all my right to one hundred acres of 
unsurveyed land in Northampton county. 

Item 10. 1! nominate my cousin WILLIAM JAMES, and my nephew, MOSES AARON 
to be my executors. 

Witnesses HUGH EDMUND, DAVID EVANS. 


In explanation of Item nine, it might be said that ALICE GRAY, who was 
somewhat of a noted character in those days, was his housekeeper during the 
closing years of his life, he being a widower. She was an Irish woman, and in 
the Revolution, had followed the camp of the American army as cook, etc., 
There she became acquainted with a man named GRAY, who when a boy, had been 
brought up in New Britain by SIMON CALLENDAR. By GRAY, she had one son, JAMES 
GRAY, who was a carpenter, but died young, in 1803. ALICE, either did not 124 
live long with her husband, or he died. She had also, an illegitimate son, 
JOHN, also a somewhat noted character, especially from his miserly habits, and 
who hoarded a considerable amount of money. He died in 1865, a very aged man. 
ALICE, the mother died in 1818, aged 76. 


"Little JOHNNIE JAMES'' died whilst yet a comparatively young man, not more 
than fifty, whilst his children were all yet young. 


| have not been able to find any deed by which JOHN JAMES receives his 
property from his father. Most likely they were taken by his son BENJAMIN to 
North Carolina, and never recorded. JOHN JAMES, jun. was born somewhere 
between 1725 and 1730, the date can only be estimated with our present know- 
ledge. By a strange freak of nature, ''Little Johnnie’ had a son who was 
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aptly named ''Big Ben''. He is represented as a man of gigantic stature, and 

as wild, noisy and intemperate in his habits. His surname distinguished him 

from his cousin BENJAMIN, the youngest son of 1SAAC, who was not only much 

smaller in size, but from his occupation was called "Mason Benny.'' ''Big Ben!’ 
went to Rowan County, North Carolina, where his uncle JAMES JAMES went also. 

At or near the same time JAMES JAMES, jun. another son of JOHN, also went to 
North Carolina. He used to occasionly return to Pennsylvania in the early 

part of this century, riding a splendid black horse, whose fine appearance 125 
charmed the hearts of his youthful relatives here. 


The sister CATHARINE, also migrated to North Carolina. BENJAMIN married 
previous to leaving this part of the country, and afterward raised a large 
family. He came back to sell his ancestral property, which he did, Nov. 27, 
1789, granting it to Dr. HUGH MEREDITH. MEREDITH, three years later, on Nov. 
21, 1782 (?) (or should the date 1789 have been 17797)sold to MOSES MARSHALL 
of Tinicum. MARSHALL held possession for eighteen years. MARSHALL was a son 
of the celebrated EDWARD MARSHALL who performed the Indian Walk, from Wrighte- 
town to the Pokono mountain in 1737. The MARSHALL family afterwards removed 
to the West Branch of the Susquehanna, and were residents there at the time of 
the Massacre in 1778. MOSES MARSHALL was then a child, but when living in 
New Britain, he used to relate how he had himself seen the Indians murder his 
mother under circumstances of great cruelty and atrocity. He himself had been 
hidden under a bee branch, in such a way that happily the savages did not dis- 
cover him. As may be supposed, he ever afterward retained a fierce hatred of 
the red man. In 1810, MARSHALL removed, selling to SAMUEL LANDES, who retain- 
ing it for twelve years, sold in 1833 to JOSEPH BARNES. MARSHALL removed to 
near Mechanicsville. 


MARGARET, the remaining daughter was born 1762. She was a member of New 
Britain church and was said to have been a very pious and good woman. She 126 
married MORGAN JAMES, her second cousin; he being a son of JOHN JAMES. She 
was married about 1784. They lived on the premises now owned by the KRATZ 
family. She having received some sixty acres off the easterly side of her 
father's farm. Her husband also owned a small tract in his own right. She 
survived her husband five years, dying in 1821, aged fifty-nine. She had four 
children viz. LYDIA, BENJAMIN, NAOMI, ISAIAH. Of these BENJAMIN was a soldier, 
enlisting for five years in the army. He married ELIZABETH POOLE, once AARON, 
and died in 1865, leaving no issue. ISAIAH, still living, married his relative, 
CAROLINE JAMES. He served in the State Legislature being elected in 1834, de- 
feated in 1835, but re-elected in the years 1836-1837. In 1848, he was elected 
to the office of Prothonatary, serving three years. 





Chapter XVI 
SAMUEL JAMES 


Having traced the descendants of JOHNNIE JAMES down to recent times, we 
will turn to the remaining son of THOMAS JAMES--SAMUEL. 


SAMUEL was born, we will estimate from lack of better data, about the year 
1730. He received from his father between one and two hundred acres of land 
adjoining lands of his brother JOHN, only further west, and although reaching /!27 
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Pine Run, on the one side, it lay more along the North Branch, near its junc- 
tion. The dwelling house, which was his home, (demolished in 1861) was one 

of the most ancient in this region. The new one since erected was owned by 
CHARLES ECKERT. SAMUEL JAMES married ANN (Keschlin (en), sister 

of JOHN's wife was penciled in the blank space) a German woman, and who was 

a sister of the second wife of JOHNNIE JAMES. (Magdalina was penciled in line 
above 'sister of''). | can gather but little comparatively, concerning the 
life and doings of SAMUEL. He was a man of huge proportions, of strong and 
powerful frame, somewhat eccentric in disposition, honest and fair in character 
yet inclined to be quite violent, when his passions were aroused. Toward the 
close of his life, he had the misfortune to become insane. To show his physi- 
cal strength, a story is told as follows; one day whilst working in the woods 
in company with a negro slave, the colored man accidentally cut himself with 
his axe. He made such a great ado over it, that SAMUEL thought he must be 
seriously hurt. Although the black man was quite heavy, he readily picked him 
up from the ground, placed him on his back, and carried him a considerable 
distance to the house. On reaching home and examining the wounded man's foot, 
great was the master's wrath to find that Sambo was more frightened than hurt, 
and had hardly drawn blood. 


Unconsciously to himself, many of his insane freaks were irresistable droll 128 
and whimsical and the older people have a store of humorous stories of his 
exploits whilst in this state of mind. He once conceived the idea of building 
a mill on his property, on the North Branch, and went vigorously to work dig- 
ging the race course. Day-by-day he would work vigorously at this enterprise, 
all alone, as his friend, and neighbors could not be induced to give him aid, 
as they only considered it a fantastic whim of a crazed brain. And the remains 
of this attempted enterprise may yet be seen along the side of the stream. 


As in the case of JOHN we have no exact data, as to the time when SAMUEL 
received his lands, but probably it was about the same time or near 1761. From 
a file of old papers | learn that his executors, SAMUEL and LEVI JAMES, gave 
the usual estate notice, July 6, 1805, from which it is inferred that he died 
during the summer of that year, reaching near seventy five years of age. 


His son LEVI inherited the homestead, but, another son, SAMUEL, jun. owned 
part of the ancestral property. His daughter ELIZABETH married ISAAC OAKFORD, 
sen. of Philadelphia, by whom she had two sons, ISAAC jun. and SAMUEL. ISAAC 
removed to Illinois in his latter days and there died. SAMUEL removed to 
Louisana when a young man and there remained for thirty years. Then in 1849, 129 
he came back to Bucks county, where he still resides, living on an adjoining 
property. The brother of LEVI, SAMUEL JAMES jun. married ELIZABETH, daughter 
of THOMAS SHEWELL. He had at least four children. He removed to the State 
of Maryland, and there died between 1840 and 1850. 


ELIZABETH JAMES 


Old THOMAS JAMES had a daughter ELIZABETH, in addition to these sons of 
whom | have been treating on. ELIZABETH, like her cousin REBECCA, daughter 
of WILLIAM, sen. married a son of SIMON BUTLER, sen. The name of her husband 
was BENJAMIN. BENJAMIN died quite young, or previous to 1752. He had re- 
ceived property from his tacher on the upper side of Chalfont. 1 judge that 
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he died of a lingering disease, probably consumption, for he makes a will, by 
which his father again receives most of his lands back again. In speaking of 
the BUTLER's, it may be said that a daughter married GEORGE KUNGLE, who kept 
the first tavern at Chalfont, during and before the Revolution. KUNGLE, who 
was no doubt a German, removed away, selling out to JAMES THOMAS, who was also 
a mason by trade. KUNGLE had at least one son, whose name was BENJAMIN. BEN- 
JAMIN occasionally returned to his native place, and is represented as being 
quite a fleshy man. 


The daughter of ELIZABETH BUTLER, was named ANN. ANN BUTLER married 130 
THOMAS MORRIS, of Hilltown. MORRIS became reduced in circumstances, through 
dissipation and neglect of business, and removed to Mount Bethel, Northampton 
Co. and there died. The widow afterwards married MOSES AARON, who removed from 
Hilltown and bought the property whereon THOMAS JAMES had formerly lived near 
Pine Run bridge, and which POLL MOSS had ‘'cursed.'' The son of this union, 

MOSES AARON, jun. married HANNAH, daughter of ERASMUS KELLEY, Among other 
children of these was Rev. SAMUEL AARON, who arose from obscurity, from poverty 
and unfavarable surroundings to wide spread celebrity and renown. A scholar, 

a teacher, and preacher, he became one of the ablest public speakers this county 
has produced. Seemingly by a concurrence of fortuitous circumstances, he seemed 
to have been endowed with a union of all the profound and brilliant mental 
qualities of his various ancestors, which went to form that capacity of mind and 
fiery eloquence that charmed multitudes in his day. None of his brothers or 
sisters were more than commonplace. 


ABIAH BUTLER, brother of SIMON, jun. and BENJAMIN, married, left a son 
ABIAH, who married ELIZABETH THOMAS. He left no children. 


The following tradition was written by the author of this volume and 13) 
appeared in the Intelligencer of June 1876. 


“ANOTHER REVOLUTIONARY INCIDENT"! 


The interesting Revolutionary story concerning THOMAS WATSON of Buckingham 
so admirably told in a recent Intelligencer brings to mind the fact that the 
history of our county is not lacking in startling and romantic incidents that 
happened a hundred years ago. Hundreds of similar stories might have been col- 
lected and preserved for the interest and edification of future generations, 
which only need the imagination of the poet, or the captivating dress which the 
art and genius of the novelist can give to render our by-gone annals worthy of 
a high place in Literature. Some day, such a one will arise in our midst, and 
he will find abundant material ready for his shaping into song and story. 


Upon a farm located near the center of what was then the township of New Brit- 
ain, was a small log house, near the crossing of the Hilltown road over Pine Run, 
Excepting some of the eastern and portions of the southern border the township was 
then almost exclusively occupied by the descendants of Welsh emigrants, who came 132 
less than two generations previously. Besides these were a few German Mennonist 
families. These refused to take part in the struggle going on around them on either 
side, holding non-resistant principles like the English Nuakers. The Welsh, whilst 
by no means averse to fighting were more divided in sentiment and whilst the 
great majority evidently sympathized with the effort to shake off British rule, 
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there were many who were loyalists from principle, and both parties readily 
carried their differences of political opinion to the battle field. The 
Scotch Irish, naturally belligerent, were to aman, ready to espouse the 
cause of the people. 


In this humble dwelling there resided SARAH JAMES, the widow of ISAAC 
JAMES. The husband had been dead, ten years, and two of her sons with sever- 
al of their cousins were fighting in the ranks of the American army. 


The general feeling of the family was intenseiy hostile to the British 
and their Tory allies. Remaining with her were two of her younger children, 
WILLIAM and BENJAMIN, twelve and fourteen years of age. Ina portion of the 
house had lived for many years, a widow woman of the nae of ANNA THOMAS, a 
member of one of the several distinct THOMAS families that once occupied New 133 
Britain and Hilltown. She was a woman of some educational acquirements, and 
had for many years conducted a little school, teaching the children of the 
family, as well as those of the neighborhood, such elementary rudiments of 
knowledge as our ancestors then considered sufficient for the business of 
life. She was honored and respected for her usefulness, and the family and 
others were attached to her by long associations, as well as by her good 
qualities. This widow had a son MANASSEH THOMAS, than a stalwart young man. 
He too, had gone to the wars--but fighting in the wrong army--for he was a 
pronounced Tory. Ouring the progress of the war, the young man, tired of 
marches and campaigns in strange and diversified fields of action, and natur- 
ally desirous of seeing his good mother, would pay her a visit, whenever the 
opportunity presented itself. But he must necessarily do this by stealth 
for the Whigs, active and vigilant, were watching every highway for just such 
men as he, whom they considered as traitors, and to whom no mercy would be 
shown when caught. But longing for home, and his regard for his mother, 
would soon overcome the fear of detection and cause him to brave the dangers 
and risks attending an occasional visit. Mounted on a trusty steed, he 
would travel by night along unfrequented roads, the numerous forests and thin- 1|34 
ly settled country favoring his journeying unobserved and unmolested. But 
one trip came near being once too often, and was near resulting in his cap- 
ture and perhaps loss of life. The widow JAMES, her children, and perhaps 
one or two immediate neighbors were in the secret. The man was’ an enemy and 
a Tory, but he was also a neighbor and friend, his good mother had shelter 
under the same roof, and for many years had guided the wayward feet of the 
children into the paths of knowledge. Excepting the promptings of patriotism, 
every other feeling induced them to screen and save, and not betray the young 
man to the fate his rashness courted. 


During his visits, it was the custom of the boys to first feed his horse, 
and then take him to a dense thicket bordering upon Pine Run, where prying 
eyes would least expect to find him. {!t was entirely unsafe to let him remain 
in the barn, lest some neighbor might accidentally find the animal and inquire 
for his rider. And to further secure safety, the horse was muzzled by the 
boys in such a manner that no incautious neigh might betray his master to his 
enemies. The boys were naturally delighted with the job, and proud of the 
trust and confidence reposed in their fidelity. But suspicions were aroused 135 
that all was not right, and that the Tory THOMAS was hiding at his mother's 
home. The alarm was raised, and a search for the suspected traitor under- 
taken. One day the two boys saw a company of the Leight Horse approaching, 
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and instantly divined that their object was the capture of their mother's 
guest. They fled with all speed to the house, to acquaint him of his peril, 
followed in rapid pursuit by the soldiers. There was no time left to hurry 
him to the convenient thicket now, where his horse was tethered but quick wits 
must plan some other means of hiding and escape. In his mother's room was a 
small closet, into which he was hastily thrust, over the door of which was ap- 
parently carelessly hung an article of woman's dress but which was sufficient 
to cover any suspicion of a closet. The soldiers not only searched the room 
occupied by Mrs. THOMAS, but scrutinized every hole and corner of the widow 
JAMES' house from garret to cellar, sure of finding their prey somewhere 

about the building. But all to no effect! the bird must have flown. The 

man was not to be found, thanks to the friendly petticote. The soldiers left, 
and MANASSEH THOMAS was released, a happy, but thoroughly frightened man, and 
went on his way, rejoicing. What his mother's feelings were, as the strange 136 
men came searching in close proximity to her son, may more easily be imagined 
than described. Afterwards, in relating this story of his narrow escape, 
MANASSEH said that whilst in hiding, and the soldiers were so close that the 
slightest rustle might have betrayed him, he was seized with a great tickling 
in his throat, and an intense desire to sneeze, and cough, which with the great- 
est difficulty he restrained. At the close of the war, like many others he 
went to Nova Scotia, never to return, and the places that once knew him, knew 
him no more forever. 


The two boys above mentioned were WILLIAM and BENJAMIN JAMES, mentioned on 
pages 65-66. (Manuscript copy.) BENJAMIN transmitted this together with many 
other stories to his children. He died in 1854. 


Chapter XVII 137 
GENEALOGY OF DESCENDANTS OF THOMAS JAMES, NO. | 


| have not ascertained which was the eldest of THOMAS JAMES' children, or 
in what order they came. The dates given are merely approximations. 


1. THOMAS, jun. born 1722, married LELITIA . died about 1783. None 
of his children survived him 

2. JOHN, born 1728, married twice to }.) = __, 2.) _ __.. Died 
about 1779. (Typist note: In the blank spaces had been penciled in 1.) EDITH 
EATON, sis of ELIZ and 2.) MAGDALINA KESHLER (EN) 

3. JAMES, born 1725, married ELIZABETH (EATON, penciled in blank) 
Removed to North Carolina 

4. SAMUEL, born about 1730, married ANN (KESHLER (EN), sis of 
MAGDALINA penciled in blank) died 1804 

5. ELIZABETH, born 1725, married BENJAMIN BUTLER, son of SIMON BUTLER, sen. 
about 1748. Died : 


CHILDREN OF JOHN JAMES NO, 3 
|. JAMES JAMES, jun. Removed to North Carolina 


2. BENJAMIN, married ; Removed to North Carolina. Left a 
family there 


3. CATHARINE, Removed to North Carolina 138 

4&4. MARGARET, married MORGAN JAMES, son of JOHN. Had children, LYDIA, 
BENJAMIN, NAOMI, ISAIAH, 

LYDIA married MATHEW THOMAS; NAOMI married JACOB CONRAD, left children, 
BENJAMIN, OGDEN, MARY, MORGAN; ISAIAH married CAROLINE JAMES, had children, 
ABEL, ISSABELLA, EUGENE. ABEL died in his 26th year. EUGENE has three 
children, namely, HARRY, HOWARD and GERTIE. {tSABELLA has three, namely 
CARRIE J, EMMA E, and FLOSSIE B, 


CHILDREN OF SAMUEL JAMES 


1. SAMUEL, jun. married ELIZABETH SHEWELL, had four children. Removed 
to Maryland. He died about 1847 

2. LEVI married REBECCA POLK. Had children, ISSABELLA, ROBERT, SAMUEL, 

“™S ELIZABETH, LYDIANN. LEVI died 1857. ROBERT married ANN BIRD; SAMUEL married 

LOUISA MANN, LYDIANN married JOHN G, MANN. Others not married. LEVI JAMES 
married REBECCA POLK, daughter of SAMUEL POLK, of Warrington, May 24, 1806 by 
Rev. Mr. GRANT 

3. ELIZABETH married ISAAC OAKFORD, sen. Had sons ISAAC jun., SAMUEL, 
OAKFORD (7), WILLIAM, AARON, MARY. AARON went to Ohio, WILLIAM to St. Louis, 
MARY to Phila. ISAAC died in Illinois, SAMUEL still living 


Chapter XVIII 140 
ENTRIES FROM NEW BRITAIN CHURCH BOOK 


The following entries include a few concerning other families. Here will 
be seen a list of members of the name of JAMES at the constitution of the 
church in 1754. Then at a date ten years later, or in 1764 they are given, 
and lastly, after a lapse of thirty-two years or in 1796. 


In 1754 


JOHN JAMES, jun. MARY JAMES, wife of 
THOMAS JAMES AARON JAMES 

JANE JAMES, wife of THOMAS JAMES 

MARY JAMES, wife of WILLIAM JAMES 


''1755, April 5, SIMON MATHEW, sen., received from Montgomery 
"1756, May 1, WILLIAM JAMES, received from Montgomery 

"1758, Jan 26, JOHN MATHEW, received from Montgomery 

''1762, Aug. 7, MARY MATHEWS received from Montgomery 


Members in 1764 


WILLIAM JAMES THOMAS JAMES 
JOHN JAMES, jun. MARY JAMES, wife of AARON 


"1766, Jan. 1, EVAN THOMAS died.'' This was the father-in-law of JOHN 141 
MATHEW, whose wife's name was DIANA, and was probably a brother of JOHN THOMAS 


the weaver. 
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"1769, JAMES JAMES, and ELIZABETH his wife received by baptism, also 
PETER EATON and his two sisters, CATHARINE and LYDIA EATON LYDIA EATON 
efterwards married JOSEPH MATHEW. 

"1770, Oct. Il, DAVID EVANS, and SUSANNAH, his wife, received by baptism. 
Oct. 23, 1772, EVANS made a ruling Elder. 1770, received DANIEL EVANS 


“1777, July 1, Received MARY and EALSE EATON 
"1790, July 4, JOSEPH MATHEW and JOHN BARTON baptized 
‘1782, BENJAMIN MATHEW and wife received 


In 1796 
JAMES JAMES (removed) ELIZABETH JAMES 
ELIZABETH JAMES WILLIAM JAMES 
SARAH JAMES ISAAC JAMES (mason) 
RACHEL JAMES MARGARET JAMES 
HULDAH JAMES ISAAC JAMES 
BENJAMIN JAMES ELIZABETH JAMES 
ELSE JAMES ABIAH JAMES 
BENJAMIN JAMES EVAN JAMES 
ELIZABETH JAMES ANN JAMES 


ENTRIES FROM MONTGOMERY CHURCH BOOK 


The following entries taken from the minutes of this ancient church, may 
be of general interest, as they relate not only to the JAMES family, but to 142 
others as well. They are all concerning events, taking place during the last 
century. The first entries concerning the coming of JOHN JAMES and his wife, 
| have already spoken of in the opening chapter. { commence with the fol low- 
ing: 


"1719, June 20, The church organized with ten constituent members. They 
were JOHN EVANS and SARAH, his wife, JOHN JAMES and ELIZABETH, JAMES DAVID, 
&@ young man lately came from Wales, WILLIAM JAMES, THOMAS JAMES, JOSIAH JAMES 
(sons of JOHN JAMES), JAMES LEWIS and DAVID LEWIS.'' It will be observed that 
half the constituent members were JAMES'. 

"1719, ESTHER EVANS, daughter of JOHN EVANS, and MARY JAMES, ye wife of 
WILLIAM JAMES, and MARGARET YOUNG was baptized. 

"1719, EVAN EVANS, DAVID EVANS, JENKIN EVANS, and ISAAC JAMES were baptized 

"1721, June 6, Were received by letter of recommendation from Welsh Tract, 
JOSEPH EATON, and GWEN, his wife; GEORGE EATON, and MARY, his wife; ANTHONY 
MATHEWS, SIMON MATHEWS and JANE, his wife. 

ANTHONY and SIMON MATHEWS were probably brothers 

"1721, July 2, was received SIMON BUTLER and ANN, his wife from the Welsh 
Tract 

"1721, Dec. 16, Was received GRIFFITH OWEN, Late from Wales, upon creden- 
tials from a church there, and also JANET LEWIs 

"1722, DAVID EVANS, was received from a church in Wales 

"1722, April 26, was received ELLINOR JAMES and DAVID JAMES, wife of 143 
DAVID JAMES from Pennepack 
"1725, May 30, Received ELIZABETH, wife of JOSIAH JAMES 
"1725, Nov. 13, JANE, wife of THOMAS JAMES, received 
"1722, Aug 26 (?) EVAN STEPHEN and his wife, ELIZABETH received. By records 
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of this church, | perceive that both the YOUNGS AND BARTHOLOWEW's were of 
Welsh origin (typist note: This entry seems to be out of place but was 
typed as written.) 

"1730, April 19, MARY wife of ARRON JAMES baptized § received 

"7730, Nov. 17, DAVID STEPHENS and his wife, MARY received 

''1738, Nov. 10, REBECCA JAMES, daughter of WILLIAM JAMES, baptized 

''1730 (7?) March 15, DIANA THOMAS, Baptized and received into church 

'1738, Oct. 8, Baptized JOHN MATHEW, son of SIMON MATHEW, SIMON BUTLER, jun., 
BENJAMIN BUTLER, and JOHN JAMES, son of WILLIAM JAMES 

"1738, Nov. 12, Baptized SIMON MATHEW, jun. 

"1741, Oct. 10, Baptized JOSEPH BARTON, and DAVID STEPHENS, jun. 

"1754, Oct. Baptized MARGARET JAMES, wife of THOMAS JAMES, and at the same 
time THOMAS JAMES, DAVID MORGAN and JANE the wife of ALVAN THOMAS, who had pre- 
viously been baptized were added. They were from New Britain. 

"1754, Nov. 28, Dismissed to New Britain, JOHN JAMES, THOMAS JAMES, son of 
AARON JAMES, MARY JAMES and another ''MARY JAMES.'' One of these was AARON 
JAMES' wife and the other was WILLIAM JAMES' wife. 

"1755, March, Dismissed to New Britain, EVAN THOMAS, sen. and his daughter, 
DIANA, who was the wife of JOHN MATHEW. 

"1756, Aug. 8, Dismissed WILLIAM JAMES to said church 

"1757, PRICILLA JAMES received at Montgomery 144 

1758, Jan 8, Dismissed SIMON BUTLER, sen. and his daughter-in-law, 

REBECCA BUTLER ''once JAMES", she was the daughter of WILLIAM JAMES; also 
JOHN MATHEW and EVAN THOMAS, jun. to New Britain. 

"1769, Sept. 20, Received HENRY GODSHALK and ELIZABETH his wife."' It is 
a matter of note that here was the only persons of German origin belonging to 
the church previous to the Revolution, and his wife was a Welsh woman--THOMAS 

"1772, Sept, 2, Received REBECCA, daughter of ISAAC JAMES of Montgomery 


Here are another class of entries: 


"1724, Nov. JOSIAH, son of JOHN JAMES, married to ELIZABETH, daughter of 
THOMAS PEERG'' This is a very unusual name, and | may possibly not have it 
correct, The writing is here very indistinct in the book. (Typist Note: 

The name was PERRY, according to W.H.H. Davis in his History of Bucks County,) 

177? March 3, Died, ANTHONY MATHEWS. Anthony was most probably a brother 
of SIMON MATHEW, as he came to Montgomery with him. 

"1726, Nov. 26, ISAAC JAMES married ANN JONES 

"1731, June 25, GRIFFITH OWEN married to MARGARET MORGAN 

"1742, Aug. 30, Died DAVID WILLIAMS of New Britain 

"1749, Dec. Died ELLINOR, his wife 

"1750, April 9, Died JOHN THOMAS, the Weaver'' This JOHN THOMAS was the 
father of SARAH, the wife of ISAAC JAMES of New Britain. 

"1765 Died ROBERT KENNEDY of Philadelphia’ This ROBERT KENNEDY was prob- 
ably the same man that owned a large tract in New Britain lying along the 
North Branch 145 

"1766, Died MOSES AARON 

"1772, Died THOMAS JAMES (mason) an old member''. This THOMAS JAMES was 
brother of WILLIAM, and ancestor of portion of the JAMES' family of New Britain 

"1775, Sept. 16, Died ANN JAMES, wife of ISAAC JAMES of Montgomery 

"1782, Aug. 13, Rev. DAVID LOOFBOURROW was received as a member from the 
church at New Mills, New Jersey, and called to be pastor at the same time. 
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"1787, April, Rev. DAVID LOOFBOURROW dismissed to church at Morristown, 
New Jersey. 


The name now spelt, and pronounced a5 '‘'HOXWORTH'! seems to have been 
properly ''HAWKEWORTH,'' an English name. 7? 


Montgomery church incorporated by act of Legislature on Sept. 26, 1783. 
The first board of Trustees were the pastor, Rev. DAVIO LOOFBOURROW, ISAAC 
JAMES, PETER EVANS, JENKIN EVANS and GEORGE SMITH. 


Tradition goes on to relate that this ISAAC JAMES, who was a brother to 
the New Britain JAMES, or to THOMAS and WILLIAM, was a man of weight and im- 
portance in its church affairs. He was the Ruling Elder, and proved truly a 
ruling Elder, as he was at ore time the master spirit of the church, ruling 
things pretty much in his own way, as he was disposed to be arbitrary and fond 
of power and authority. Becoming displeased with LOOFBOURROW, and considering 
him to be unfit for the pastorship, he abruptly ordered him to leave the 
place, without consulting the other members of the church. The Pastor had to 
comply with the demand. This ISAAC JAMES lived to be a very aged man, surviv- 
ing, until July 14, 1791, aged 91 years having been born in 1700 in Wales. He 146 
was younger than his brothers at New Britain. 


Previous to the Revolution, MORGAN EDWARDS came from Wales to America for 
the purpose of viewing the condition of the Baptist churches in America, and 
in the year 1770, he wrote his report, which was printed and published. But 
a limited number of copies were printed, and distributed to the various 
churches. This book is now very rare. No copies are at present in possession 
of the Historical Societies. Lest its brief but interesting description of 
the Montgomery and New Britain churches should be utterly lost throught the 
total disappearance of this book, | transcribe what is said therein concern- 
ing them. 


MONTGOMERY 


This is distinguished by the above name of the township where the meetings 
in the county of Philadelphia, about 20 miles n bw from the city. The house 
is a stone building 42 feet by 24 with seats, galleries, a stove, and two fire- 
places. It was erected in 1731, ona lot of one acre, the gift of JOHN EVANS, 
whereon are also convenient stables and a school house. This church exists in 
three branches; the one near the place of worship; the other at Perquesy, where 
is a house erected in 1737 by Mr. WILLIAM THOMAS, who also appropriated thereto 
four acres; the third at Upper Perquesy where is a house built in 1752 on an 
acre of land the gift of JOHN KELLEY within eight miles of the mother church, 
the other within four miles. From these quarters the people resort to Montgom- 
ery to celebrate the Lord's Supper on the Second Sunday of every month. Be- 147 
sides the said acres there are other legacies left to the church. (1) Twelve 
pounds a year, the gift of THOMAS EDMUNDS. (2) One pound ten shillings a year, 
the gift of THOMAS REES. (3) One pound sixteen shillings a year, the gift of 
THOMAS JONES. With these helps the living is thought to be worth 40 pounds a 
year The families belonging to the place are about ninety, whereof ninety- 
nine are baptized and in the communion of the church. The present minister is 
Rev. JOHN THOMAS. This was the state in the year 1770.'' Here follows a recit- 
al cf the previous history, which has already been given on pages, 12 & 13. 
(manuscript copy) 


- 58 - 


The names of these members 


in 1770 are herewith given, as 
it perhaps will interest future generations. 


"JOHN THOMAS, Minister 


EPHRAIM THOMAS and ISAAC JAMES, Elders 


JOSEPH THOMAS and JOSEPH LUMM, Deacons 


JENKIN EVANS 
THOMAS DAVIS 
THOMAS THOMAS 
SAMUEL JONES 
JOHN HITCHMAN 
JOHN MATHIAS 
EDWARD JONES 
THOMAS MATHIAS 
JOHN WILLIAMS 
JOSEPH BRITAIN 
ABEL GRIFFITH 
THOMAS JONES 
MARY DAVIS 
MARTHA JONES 
ALICE LUNN 
MARY THOMAS 
LEAH JONES 
MARY GRIFFITH 
JOANNA DAVID 
ALICE MATHIAS 
REBECCA EATON 
SARAH GRAY 

MARY EATON 

ANN MORRIS 
ELIZABETH JONES 
ELIZABETH BRITAIN 
MARY COOK 

MARY GRIFFITH 
MARGARET JONES 
ELIZABETH GODSHALK 


JOSEPH THOMAS 
MANASSEH THOMAS 
JOB THOMAS 

JOSEPH GRIFFITH 
BENJAMIN DRAKE 
EVAN MATHEWS 
EDWARD EATON 
THOMAS MORRIS 
JOHN BRITAIN 
JONATHAN NEWHOUSE 
RICHARD BRITAIN 
EVAN PUGH 
ELIZABETH THOMAS 
SARAH BATES 
ELENOR THOMAS 
REBECCA THOMAS 
ELENOR EVANS 
RACHEL DRAKE 
DEBORAH DRAKE 
HANNAH MATHIAS 
ELIZABETH VASTINE 
MARGARET JONES 
DOROTHY DAYS 

ANN LEWIS 

ANN WILLIAMS 
HANNAH CASTNER 
KATHARINE PHILLIPS 
REBECCA PUGH 
ABIGAIL BRITAIN 
CATHARINE DUNGAN 


(Probably should have 
been LUNN) 
HENRY HARRIS 
ENOCH THOMAS 
NATHAN BRITAIN 
PETER EVANS 
LAWRENCE KELLEY 
JEREMIAH VASTINE 
JOSEPH DAYES 
THOMAS JONES 
NATHANIEL BRITAIN 
HENRY GODSHALK 
JOHN WEST 

ANN JAMES 

MARTHA HARRIS 
SARAH THOMAS 
SARAH THOMAS 

ANN BRITAIN 

MARY LEWIS 

HANNAH HUMPHREY 
SARAH THOMAS 
MARY MATHEWS 
GWENLLIAN MORRIS 
SARAH VASTINE 
ELIZABETH MATHIAS 
ANN WILLIAMS 
HESTER JONES 

ANN NEWHOUSE 
MARY LEWIS 

RACHEL BRITAIN 
ANN YOUNG 

ANN JONES 
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ANN WEST SARAH BARKER ELIZABETH REES'' 
NEW BRITAIN 
"This is the ninth church in the Province with respect to seniority. It 


is commonly distinguished by the above name of the township where the meetings, 
in the county of Bucks, about 25 miles n b h bn from Philadelphia. (7) 

The house js of stone, 40 feet by 30, erected in 1744, on a lot of two acres, 
partly the yift of Judge GROWDEN, and partly the purchase of the congregation, 


whereon are stables, a school house and a fine grove. 

formed into an angle by the crossing of two high roads. 
modated with seats, galleries and a stove. 
the one near the meeting house; the other on the border of the Great Swamp, 


It is a rising ground 
The house is accom- 


The church exists in two branches; 
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14 miles off, where also is a meeting house, commonly known by the name of 


Rockhill. 
celebrate the Lord's Supper. 
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All assemble at New Britain on the first Sunday in the month, to 
There are some temporalities belonging to this 





church also. (1) Thirty pounds, the gift of THOMAS JONES, (2) Five pounds. 
the gift of WILLIAM GEORGE, (3) Five pounds, the gift of SIMON MATHEW. With 
these helps, the income of the minister may easily be made up to forty pounds 
a year. The families belonging to the place are about seventy, the members 
number forty-nine. (7) This was the state of the church in 1770. As for the 
past we have no farther to look back than 1743. To that year the people in 
the neighborhood had been a branch of Montgomery; but then they divided. The 
cause of the division was a proposal for a new meeting house on Leahyhill, 
which should be central for all the people. This project, Montgomery warmly 
opposed, and the New Britainers as warmly urged till the unhallowed passions 
of both were stirred up. There was also a difference respecting the sonship 
of Christ. Some grounding the character of son on an eternal generation; 
others on mediation only; but both, allowing his personality, and equality 
with the father. A controversy therefore too inconsiderable to produce the 
effect it did, had not a separation been a determined point; Accordingly the 
matter was fomented by a paper that was afterwards called Butler's Creed. 150 
How the controversy was managed may be seen by the report of the Committee 
which the Association had appointed to examine the whole affair, dated Nov .7, 
1744 and signed OWEN THOMAS, BENJAMIN STELLE, THOMAS JONES. They blame both 
parties, and leave it doubtful which was most blamable. However a division 
took place; one party having BENJAMIN GRIFFITH at their head; the other 
JOSEPH EATON, each crying, ''the temple of the Lord are we, the essence of the 
church is with us.'' Henceforth they acted as two separate churches, and some- 
times under the same rook. Numbers favored the claim of the New Britainers; 
but they quitting the house in 1744, the scale leaned to the people of Mont- 
gomery's claim. Nevertheless New Britain petitioned for a dismission and 
Montgomery granted it. The one to confirm their churchship; the other to get 
into the Association. At the division, about fifteen sided with neither party; 
therefore, were called Neutrals; some of which belong to no visible church to 
this day. When the New Britainers had obtained a dismission, they did form- 
ally Nov. 28, 1754 but were not received into the Association till 1755. 
Their number was 23. Their names were: 


JOSEPH EATON ISAAC EVANS DAVID STEPHENS 
EVAN STEPHENS JOHN WILLIAMS WALTER SHEWELL 

JOSHUA JONES WILLIAM GEORGE CLEMENT DOYLE 

WILLIAM DUNGAN JOHN JAMES DAVID MORGAN 

THOMAS JONES DAVID STEVENS THOMAS HUMPHREY 151 
MARY JAMES MARY SHEWELL MARY JAMES 

MARGARET PHILLIPS ELIZABETH STEVENS JANE JAMES 

CATHARINE EVANS MARGARET DOYLE 


No very remarkable event hath happened in this church, except their dis- 
avowing the notion of a mediatorial sonship. The ministers which they have 
had are-- 


Rev. JOSEPH EATON 


He was born Aug 25, 1679 in the parish Nautmel and county of Radnor. Came 
to this country about 1686. Was called to the ministry at Montgomery in 1722. 
Ordained October 24, 1727. Continued in the joint care of that church to the 
division in 1743, and from that time to his death was minister to New Britain. 
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He died April 1, 1749, and was buried at New Britain. He married GWEN MORGAN 
by whom he had children, JOHN, JOSEPH, GEORGE, EDWARD, DAVID, MARY, JOANNA, 
SARAH. His second wife, URIA HUMPHREYS, by whom he had ISAAC (now minister 
of Hopewell), JACOB and HANNAH. GEORGE and JACOB died childless: JOSEPH not 
married. The rest formed alliances with the TODDS, YOUNGS, DAVIDS, WALLS, 
WILLIAMS, GRODENS, JONES, BUTLERS, WILGUS, STOUTS and DOYLE families, who 
have raised him a numerous progeny of grandchildren. His successor, who had 
also been his colleague was: 


WILLIAM DAVIS 


He was born in 1695, at Castleneth in Glamorganshire. Came to this country 152 
first in 1722, but soon went back again. He returned in 1737 and settled at 
Vincent. Thence he removed to New Britain and had the joint care of the church 
to his death, which came to pass Oct. 3, 1768. He was buried at James Hundred 
in Kent county. He had two children, WILLIAM and MARY, who married into the 
EVANS and CALDWELL families and have raised him fourteen grand children. His 
colleague and successor was: 


Rev. JOSHUA JONES 


He was born in 1721 in the parish of Newcastle and county of Pembroke. 
Arrived in America in 1726, was ordained at New Britain in 1761, and he has had 
sole care of the church October 6, 1768. The forty-nine members in 1770 are 
given below: 


Rev. JOSHUA JONES JOHN MATHEWS DAVID STEPHENS 
Deacons, DAVID STEPHANS EVAN STEPHANS WILLIAM JAMES 
MARY JAMES JOHN JAMES JOHN WILLIAMS 
MARGARET WILLIAMS WALTER SHEWELL MARY SHEWELL 
REBECCA BUTLER DIANA MATHEWS SARAH JAMES 

MARY MATHEWS REBECKA THOMAS SAMUEL JONES 
DANIEL JONES WILLIAM BRYAN REBECKA JAMES 
RICHARD LEE ANN LEE CATHARINE MORGAN 
1SAAC RICHARDS THOMAS JONES HANNAH JONES 
MARGARET LEWIS THOMAS BARTON JOSEPH BARTON 
CATHARINE EVANS PETER EATON CATHARINE VASTINE 
LYDIA EATON JAMES JAMES ELIZABETH JAMES 
WILLIAM DUNGAN CATHARINE DUNGAN CLEMENT DOYLE 
MARGARET DOYLE THOMAS HUMPHREY ELIZABETH PARIS 
DAVID JONES SARAH LEE JANE THOMAS 
RACHEL DAVIS CALEB TODD ELENOR JONES 153 


Concerning Rev. BENJAMIN GRIFFITH's first pastor of Montgomery, much is 
written by Rev. JOSEPH MATHIAS in his history. EDWARDS also gives an account 
of him, which as it is much fuller in regard to dates and relates some facts 
that MATHIAS has omitted, | will transcribe. 


Rev. BENJAMIN GRIFFITH 


‘He was born October 16, 1688 in the parish of Llanilyni, and county of 
Cardigan. Came to this country in 1710. Baptized May 12, I7I1. Settled at 
Montgomery in 1720. Called to the ministry in 1722. Ordained October 23, 
1725. Continued in the care of his church till his death, which occurred 
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October 5, 1758 and was buried at Montgomery in the Sist year of his age, and 
the 47th of his ministry; having had Mr. WILLIAM THOMAS as his assistant for 
many years. His funeral sermon was preached by Rev. DAVID THOMAS of Virginia, 
and is printed. He married SARAH MILES, by whom he nad children, JANE, ABEL 
(now minister at Salem), SARAH, JOSEPH and RACHEL, who are married into the 
EVANS, COFFIN and ROBERTS families, and have raised hir 22 grandchildren. 

Mr. GRIFFITHS was a man of parts, though not eloquent, and had by industry ac- 
quired tolerable acquaintance with languages and books. He appeared in print 
in vindication of the resurrection of the same body (a very scarce piece); 


and in answer to an anonymous pamphlet and entitled ''The divine right of 154 
infant baptism.'' He wrote a treatise on discipline, which has been twice prin- 


ted. He was offered a commission of the Peace, which he refused. Upon being 
asked why he declined the honor, he replied, ''Men are not to receive honor 
from offices but offices from men; as much as men receive, the others lose, 
till at last offices come to have no honor at all.'' Mr. GRIFFITH's successor 
and the present minister at Montgomery is: 


Rev. JOHN THOMAS 


He was born Dec. 93, 1703 in the township of Radnor and county of Chester. 
Called to the ministry at said Montgomery in the year 1749. Ordained in 175}; 
and he has had the sole care of the church since the decease of Mr. GRIFFITHS. 
He married SARAH JAMES, by whom he had children, ANN, REBECKA, LEA, RACHEL: 
the last is a maiden; the others are married into the BRITAIN, PUGH and JAMES 
families, and have raised him many grand children. 


Rev. WILLIAM THOMAS 


Mathias has spoken at length concerning WILLIAM THOMAS, as he was the an- 
cestor of his wife, DIANA MATHEW. Here is what EDWARDS has in relation to him. 
“He was born in Llanwenaith parish in Monmouthshire. Arrived in this country 
February 14, 1712. He was never ordained but preached as an exhorter till his 155 
death, which came to pass in the year 1757. He was buried at the meeting 
house he had himself erected. His children were, THOMAS, JOHN (now minister 
at Montgomery), JOB, EPHRAIM, MANASSAH, WILLIAM, ANN. These have married into 
the BATES, WILLIAMS, JAMES, MORRIS, DAYS, and ROWLAND families and have raised 
him a numerous progeny. He purchased seven plantations for his seven children, 
and built on each a good stone house.'' 


WILLIAM THOMAS purchased 300 acres of land in the central portion of Hill- 
town in 1723, of JAMES LOGAN, who had purchased 2,000 acres of ISRAEL PEMBERTON. 
PEMBERTON had bought this of the PENNs in 1716. 


Elder WILLIAM THOMAS' first purchase of land in Hilltown appears to have 
been at an earlier date than that mentioned above. This took place in 1718, 
and was bought of JEREMIAH LANGHORNE . He is in the deed styled a Cooper, and 
as living in the Northern Liberties of Philadelphia. The tract he then bought 
consisted of 440 acres in Hilltown, bordering on the county line for which he 
paid 88 pounds. 


He afterwards, in 1728 bought of JOHN VAN BUSKIRK, a tract which was pert 
of the 1200 acres which that family once held. 
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HILLTOWN CHURCH 


Hilltown was not organized as a separate church until 1731, or until near 
the close of the Revolution, although it was a place of religious meeting for 156 
half a century previous. Fifty-four members were dismissed from Montgomery 
Nov. 10, 1731. The church book says that they organized a new church by rea- 
son of their distance from the parent church, and for other reasons. The 
inconvenient distance was truly of itself sufficient cause alone, but these 
other reasons were very influential in precipitating this change, and the 
organization of the new interest. Ina Jubilee sermon delivered in 1832, by 
Rev. JOSEPH MATHIAS, commemorating the church's half century of existence, he 
gives these reasons as causes hastening the separation. As in other parts of 
the country, the people of Hilltown were much divided in political sentiment 
during the Revolution. Whilst a majority were Whigs, there were many Tories. 
Party feeling ran high, and the minds of men were much embittered, The peo- 
ple were called upon to take the oath of allegiance to the Continental Congress. 
This the Tories refused to do, and there were many others who were neutrals, 
as they were in doubt which was to prove the winning side. 


These also stood aloof, although they were not favorable to the Royal 
cause. As long as the Tories did not take an active part, or give aid and 
comfort to the enemy, they were not disturbed in their property. But for the 
sake of security, and to add to the public safety, the authorities prohibited 157 
them from leaving the county in which they resided. Now this was very in- 
convenient for many people, who living so near the county line, wished to cross 
over on errands of business or pleasure. Besides they wished to go to market, 
and above all, to attend church at Montgomery in whose commission they were. 
The Whigs who happened to hold grudges against their Tory neighbors were ever 
ready to take advantage of any innocent infraction by the latter of the regu- 
lations of the military authorities, and put them to serious annoyance. 


On one occasion, a party of men on horseback, who went to attend Mont- 
gomery church on a Sunday, were arrested on the accusation of some over zealous 
Whigs, as having violated their paroles, and brought before a Justice of the 
Peace. The Justice, well knowing the men, and also knowing that their errand 
was nothing more dangerous than worshipping in the church in which he himself 
was a communicant, dismissed the men, and sent them home. Such things as these 
all hastened the conclusion to separate; and both Whigs and Tories in Hill town, 
peacably united in organizing the church, which has since existed for ninety- 
five years. The fifty-four members were named as follows: 


Pastor, Rev. JOHN THOMAS 


JOSEPH EATON SARAH THOMAS JAMES MORGAN 

MANNASSEH THOMAS THOMAS JONES ELIZABETH THOMAS 158 
ELIJAH BRITTAIN ENOCH THOMAS MOSES AARON 

SARAH THOMAS NATHAN EVANS JOB THOMAS 

EVAN PUGH REBECCA THOMAS REBECCA PUGH 

AMOS THOMAS RACHEL HARDING RUTH THOMAS 

SARAH THOMAS THOMAS MATHIAS ELENOR THOMAS 

ELIZABETH MATHIAS MARY THOMAS JOHN MATHIAS 

MARGARET JONES ALICE MATHIAS ANN YOUNG 
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JEREMIAH VASTINE 
MARY RIALE 
JOSEPH BRITTAIN 
MARGARET JONES 
ELIJAH DAVIS 
ANNA BRITTAIN 
SARAH PARKER 
RACHEL MORRIS 
ANN SMITH 


HANNAH KASTNER 
JOSEPH BRITTAIN 
MARY GRIFFITH 
RACHEL BRITTAIN 
ALICE LUNN 

ANNA BRITTAIN 
REBECCA ROWLAND 
MARY NELSON 
CATHARINE PHILLIPS 


During the next two years, many others joined, 


follows: 


JOHN BRITTAIN 
REBECCA EATON 

ANN GRIFFITH 
HUMPHREY WILLIAMS 
PHILLIP MILLER 
JOSEPH THOMAS 
ELIZABETH MATHIAS 
ELIZABETH BRITTAIN 
JOHN DAVIS 

THOMAS DAVIS 
MARGARET CLUTCH 
ELIZABETH EDMUNDS 
MARY LEWIS 


MARTHA VASTINE 


JANE BRITTAIN 
RUTH THOMAS 
RACHEL BRITTAIN 
ELIZABETH MATHIAS 
JOHN PUGH 
JOSEPH LUNN 
ISAAC HILL 
MARTHA SHANNON 
CATHARINE DAVIS 
JOHN JONES 
JAMES EATON 
SARAH DAVIS 

ANN THOMAS 


#H# 


a His 


ELIZABETH VASTINE 
MARY GRIFFITH 
ABIGAIL BRITTAIN 
GWENTLY MORRIS 
JOHN BRITTAIN 
HANNAH MATHIAS 
MARY EATON 

MARY LEWIS 
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whose names are as 


SIDNEY THOMAS 
MARY MORRIS 
AMELIA HARDING 
JOHN DAVIS, jun. 
ROBERT SHANNON 
DANIEL PUGH 
MARY THOMAS 
HANNAH EATON 
MANASSEH DAVIS 
ISAIAH CLUTCH 
JOHN MATHIAS 
GRIFFITH OWEN 
REBECCA JAMES 
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THE JAMES FAMILY 


INDEX 





NOTE: Females are listed under both the maiden name (where given) and the married 
name, i.e. "BENJAMIN JAMES married ELIZABETH POOLE, widow of JAMES POOLE; maiden 


name AARON.'' -- Page 28, item (7)-(2). 
under all three names: 


AARON, Ann 52 
Charlotte 31] 
Elizabeth 28,41,50 
Hannah 52 
John | 
Moses 18,21,22,43, 

44 47,49 ,52,57,63 
Samuel, Rev. 52 

ALTHOUSE, 

Cynthia 28 
John 28 

ARMSTRONG, 

Anna Maria 30 
Jesse 30 

BARKER, 

Sarah 59 

BARNES, 

Joseph 50 

BARNDT, 

George 35 

BARTON, 

Elizabeth 29,30 

John 56 

Joseph 57,61 

Thomas 61 
BATES, 

Sarah 59 

BEARD, 

Jane 28 

BERTLES, 

Margaret 28 

BEVAN, 

Benjamin 20 
Mordeca 10 

BIDDLE, 

William 7 

BILES, 

William 6 

BIRD, 

Ann 55 


BITTING, 
Eleazer 32 
Elizabeth 32 

BLACK, 

Anna 30 
Cynthia 30 
Elias 11,19,30 
Elizabeth 30 
Ella 30 
Ellen 30 
Elmina 30 
Elmira 30 
Enos 30 

John 11,30 
Lafayette 30 
Margaret 30 


Rebecca 3C 
BOULTON, 

Everald 6 
BRITAIN, (BRITTAIN) 

Ann(a) 59,64 

Elijah 63 


Elizabeth 59,64 

Jane 64 

John 59,64 

Joseph 59,64 

Nathan 59 

Nathaniel 59 

Rachel 59,64 

Richard 59 
BROWER, 

Davis 28 

Elizabeth 28 
BRYAN, 

William 61 
BURTON, 

Anthony 6 
BUTLER, 

Abiah 14,35,36,52 
Ann 4,52,56 


5 < 


The listing for ELIZABETH will be found 
ELIZABETH AARON, ELIZABETH POOLE, ELIZABETH JAMES. 


BUTLER, (Cont.) 
Benjamin 41,44,51,52, 
55.57 
Rebecca 14,17,24,35,57,6) 
Simon 4,7,8,9,11,12,13,15, 
16,17,18,20, 34, 35,39, 
40,41 ,42,43,45,51,52, 


55,56,57 

CALDWELL, 

Moses 40 
CALLENDAR, 

Amy 29 

Annabelle 31 

Benjamin 29 

Elizabeth 29,3] 

Hannah 29 

Harrison 29,31 

Jacob 29 

James 29 

Jesse 29,31 

John 21,22,27,29,31 

Josiah 29 


Madison 29,31 
Margaret 29 
Mary 27,29 
Nancy 29,3] 
Sarah 29,31 
Simon 21,29,31,49 
William 29 
CASTNER, 
Hannah 59 
CHAPMAN, 
Henry 11 
CLINE, 
Sarah 30 
CLUTCH, 
Isaiah 64 
Margaret 64 
CLYMER, 
Levi 36 
CONARD (See CONRAD) 


CONGER, 
Ann 31 
George 36 
CONGLE (KUNGLE), 
Benjamin 52 
George 36,52 
Rebecca 36 
CONRAD (CONARD), 
Benjamin 28,55 
Caroline 28 
Jacob 28,55 
Mary 28,55 
Morgan 28,55 
Naomi 28,95 
Ogden 28,55 
COOK, 
Mary 59 
CORNELL, 
Elizabeth 29,31] 
Hannah 29 
Nathan 29 
Sarah 29 
Theophilus 29 
COX, 
Asher 30 
Elizabeth 30 
COXIE, 
Elizabeth 28 
CRAIG, 
Mary 32 
CRESSMAN, 
John 9 
CUGIL, 
Philip 45 
DAVID, 
James 56 
Joanna 59 
Thomas 9,42 
DAVIS, 
Catharine 64 
Elijah 64 
John 17,18,19,64 
Manasseh 64 
Mary 59,61 
Rachel 61 
Sarah 64 
Thomas 59 ’ 64 
William 10,40,61 
DAYES, (DAYS) 
Dorothy 59 
Joseph 
DOYLE, 
Clement 60,61 
Margaret 60,61 


DRAKE, 
Benjamin 59 
Deborah 59 
Rachel 59 
DUNGAN, 
Catharine 59,61 
Elizabeth 30 
John 29 
Sarah 29,30 
William 60,61 
EATON, 
Catharine 56 
David 61 
Ealse 56 
Edith 48,54,55 
Edward 16,59,61 
Elizabeth 44 
George 56,61 
Gwen 56,61 
Hannah 61,64 
Isaac, Rev. 61 
James 48,64 
Jacob 61 
Joanna 61 
John 61 
Joseph, Rev. 4,10,16, 
24,56,60,61,63 
Lydia 48,56,61 
Mary 56,59,61,64 
Peter 45,46,47,48,56,61 
Rebecca 59,64 
Sarah 61 
Uria 61 
ECKHART (ECKART) , 
Charles 7,51 
EDMUNDS (EDMONS), 
Elizabeth 64 
Hugh 9,10,13,49 
Thomas 16,58 
EDWARDS, 
Alexander 16 
John 16 
Morgan 3,58 
Thomas 12 
ELLIOT, 
Eliza 28 
Elizabeth 28 
George 28 
Josiah 28 
Mary Ann 28 
Rhoda 28 
William 28 
EVANS, 
Alice 16 
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EVANS, (Cont.) 
Barton 29 
Catharine 29,60,6] 
Christiann 29 
Daniel 14,56 
David 14,18,21,22,24, 

35,49,56 
Elenor 59 
Elizabeth 15,16,27,29 
Esther 56 
Evan 56 
Ezra 29 
Isaac 60 
Jacob 29 
James 41 
Jemima 29, 32 
Jenkin 56,58,59 
John 3,29,56, 58 
John M. 34 
Joseph 30 
Hannah 27 
Henry S. 29 
Lewis 15,16 
Lewis L. 16 
Margaret 29 
Martin 29 
Mary 27,29 
Mathew 18 
Nathan 18,19,27,29,63 
Peter 14,35,58,59 
Pharos 29 
Rebecca 29 
Robert 34 
Sarah 3,56 
Susannah 21,34,56 
Septimus 29 
Thomas 16 
Willa D. 29 

FIELDS, 

Benjamin 6 

FITZWATER, 

George 37,38 

FOREMAN, 

Alexander 34 

GARGES, 

Maria 30 

GAUL, 

Adam 12,40 

GEORGE, 

William 60 

GODSHALK, 

Elizabeth 57,59 
Henry 57,59 


GOODSON, 
Job 37 
GORDON, 
Sarah 31} 
GRANT, 
Rev. 55 
GRAY, 
Alice 49 
James 47,49 
John 49 
Sarah 59 
GRIFFITH, 
Abel 9,59,61 
Ann 62,64 


Benjamin 4,7,8,9,16, 


24,30,42,61,61 
Caroline 30 
Howell 30 
Jane 62 
Joseph 59,61 
Mary 59,64 
Rachel 62 
Sarah 62 
GROVE, 
Charles R. 39 
Phillip 4 
GROWDEN, 
Judge 59 
Lawrence 2] 
HAIR, (HARE) 
Benjamin 45 
HAMILTON, 
Andrew 15,34,35,42 
James 15,34,35,38 
HARDING, 
Amelia 64 
Rachel 63 
HARRAH, 
Nathan | 
HARRIS, 
Henry 59 
Martha 59 
HELLER, 
Mary 31 
HENDRICKS, 
Albert G. 32 
Annie 32 
Benjamin 32 
Charles 32 
Elizabeth 32 
Henry 32 
Jacob 32 
Jemima 32 
Margaret 32 
Martha 32 


HENDRICKS, (Cont.) 
Oliver P. 32 
Samuel 32 
Thomas 32 

HEPHART, 

Carrie 29 
Emma 29 
Flora 29 
Isabella 29 
Thomas P. 29 

HICKS, 

Martha 32 

HILL, 
Catharine 32 
James £. 44,48 
Isaac 64 

HINES, 
Anna Marie 30 
Dr. A. Jackson 30 
Elizabeth 27,28,30 
Emily 30 
Hannah 29 
Nathan 30 
William 30 

HINKINGER, 
Benjamin 32 
Catharine 32 
Judson 32 
Samuel 32 

HITCHMAN, 

John 59 

HOCKLEY, 

Thomas 13 

HOFFMAN, 
Elizabeth 32 

HOHLBEIN, 
Elizabeth 32 
Elvira 32 
Henry 32 
James 32 
John 32 
Martha 32 
Mary 32 
Susannah 32 

HOLCOMBE, 

James 39 

HOOD, 

Richard B. 13 

HOUGH, 

Joseph 38,39 
Richard 38 

HOUPT, 
Catharine 29 

HOWELL, 

Mary 15,23,32,33 


my a 


HUDSON, 
Thomas 6 
HULAND, 
John 20,40 
HUMPHREY, 
Hannah 59 
Rebecca 39,43 
Thomas 60,61 
Uria 61 
JACOBY, 
Henry 20 
John 20,40 
JAMES, 
Aaron 40,41,43,55,57 
"Abby"! 25,29 
Abel 12,13,14,15,16, 
22 ,23,2,4,25,26,27, 
28,29,30,31,32,33,55 
Abel H. 23,28,32,33 
Abiah 20,21,22,25,29,30, 
31,56 
Abiah R. 12,20,30 
Alfred 28 
Alice 27,29 
Ann 29,31,51,54,55,56,57, 
59, 
Aramanda 31 
Barilla 30 
Barton 30 
Benjamin 18,22,25,28,29, 
31,47,49,50,53,54,55, 
56 
Benjamin W. 30 
Caroline 28,36, 32,50,55 
Carrie 32 
Catharine 14,32,33,49,50, 
55 
Charles 31 
Charlotte 31 
Cordelia 31] 
Cynthia 28,30 
Daniel 14,26,32,33 
David 56 
Dorothy 30 
Ebenezer 27,28 
Edith 48 
Eliza 28 
Elizabeth 4,7,9,17,18,27, 
28 ,29,,.30;531,32,33537s 
TeeeON A on onpota ts 
1 
Ellen 27,29,31 
Ellinor 56 
Elmina 28 
Else 27 


JAMES, (Cont.) 


Elsie 27 

Emma 32 

Enoch 28 

Eugene 2,28,29,31,32, 
46.48.55 

Evan 27,56 

Frederick 32 

Gainor 33 

Gertrude 29 

Girtie 55 

Hannah 27,3) 

Harry 29,55 

Henrietta 30 

Henry 32 

Howard 29,55 

Huldah 28,56 

Isaac 4,7,8,12,13,14, 
15,18,19,20,22,24, 
25,.27,28,29,30531, 
33,37,40,50,53,56, 
57,58,59 

Isaac T. 29 

Isaac W. 31 

issabella 28,29, 32,55 

tsaiah 14,28,31, 32,33, 
48,50,55 

Jane 12,28,37,39,40,41 ’ 
43,55,56,60 

Jackson 28 

James 3,4,18,30,39,40, 
4) »42,43 244,45 47, 
48,49,50,54,56,61 

Jemima 27 

Jesse 30,31 

John 3,4,6,7,8,9, 10,11, 
12,13,14,15,16,17, 
18,19,24,25,27,28, 
29,30,32, 33,37, 38, 
41,42 ,43,45,48,49, 
50,51,54,55,56,57, 
60,61 

John D. 30,31 

John E. 28 

John 0. 2,32,33 

Josiah 4,7,10,11,12,13, 
18,27,37,56,57 

Joseph 28,31 

Josephine 30 

Judson 31 

Julia 30 

Juliann 31 

Lelitia 41,43,54 

Levi 51,55 

Louisa 31,55 


JAMES, (Cont.) 


Lydia 13,28,50,55 

Lydiann 55 

Magdalena 48,54 

Margaret 14,15,16,27, 
28,30,32,42,49,50, 
55,56,57 

Maria 30 

Martha 14,29,30,31,32 

Mary 4,10,12,13,16,18, 
22,28,29,30,31, 32, 
41,55,56,57,60,61 

Maryann 31 

Mason 28 

Matildia 30 

Mattie 31) 

Miranda 31 

Morgan 18,25,27,28,50, 
55 

Nancy 28,29,31 

Naomi 28,50,55 

Nathan 21,30 

Nathan C. 30 

Nathaniel 25, 29,30 

Oliver 31 

Oliver E. 30 

Oliver P. 31 

Oswald 14,29 

Owen 32 

Pamela 30 

Patience 28 

Phil 30 

Pricilla 57 

Rachel 57 

Racheletta 31 

Rebecca 4,10,27,28, 34, 
51,55,57,61, 64 

Rhoda 28 

Robert 27,55 

Sallie 31 

Samue! 29,31,37,41,44, 
50,51,55 

Sarah 4,12,14,18,19,20, 
22,29,30,31,53,56, 
57,61 

Sarah Marie 31 

Silas 30,31] 

Simon 25,27,28,31 

Susan 31 

Thomas 2,4,6,8,9,10,11, 
12,13,15,17,18,27, 
30 ,31,37,39,40,41, 
42 43 ,44,45,46,48, 
50,52,54,55,56,57, 
58 


5 6B 


JAMES, (Cont.) 


Thomas C. 2,10,18,31 

Tracy 14,30 

Ursula 14,29,3) 

Wilhemina 31) 

William 4,7,9,10,11,12, 
13,14,15,16,17,18,19, 
22,23,24,25,26,27,28, 
30531,.32 53334135537 
39,41,42,48,49,51,53, 
54,55,56,57,58,61 


JENKINS, 


John 4 


JOHN, 


Thomas 40 


JONES, 


Abel 36 

Ann 57,59 

Daniel 10,61 

David 61 

Dorothy 29,30 

Edward 26,59 

Elenor 61 

Elizabeth 59 

Hannah 61 

Hester 59 

John 13,64 

Joshua 14,60,61 

Leah 59 

Margaret 59,63,64 

Martha 59 

Pamela 30 

Rachel 36 

Samuel 24,59,61 

Thomas 12,13,17,18,23, 
41,58,59,60,61, 63 

William 17 


KASTNER, 


Hannah 64 


KEELEY, 


Rebecca 20 


KELLEY, 


Erasmus 52 
Hannah 52 
John 58 
Laurence 59 
Patrick 11 


KENNEDY, 


Robert 11,13,57 


KERR, 


Mary 14 
Margaret 15,32 
William 15,32 


KESHLER (EN) (KESCHLEN), 


Ann 54 
Magdalena 48,54 


KINGLE, 
George 34 
KIRKBRIDE, 
John 11,39 
Joseph 6,8,9,11,37,38, 
39, 42,43 
Thomas 43 
KLENT, 
William 33 
KULP, 

Benjamin 32 
KUNGLE (CONGLE), 
Benjamin 52 
George 36,52 

LAMPEN, 
Elizabeth 32 
John 32 

LANDES, 

Samuel 50 

LANGHORNE, 
Jeremiah 6,20,37,39, 62 

LAPP, 

Abraham 35 
John 9 

LAWRENCE, 
William 6 

LAWSHA, 
Elizabeth 32 

LEAVITT, 
Josephine 30 

LEE, 

Ann 61 
Richard 61 
Sarah 61 
LEWIS, 
Ann 59 
David 56 
Henry 15,24,35,36 
Isaac 36 
James 4,36,56 
Janet 56 
Jefferson 36 
John 36 
Margaret 14,35,36,61 
Mary 36,59, 64 
Morris 36 
Rachel 36 
Rebecca 36 
Rees 9 
Sarah 9 
Tillah 36 
Uriah 36 
William 36 

LIMEBURNER, 

Margaret 31 


LOGAN, 
James 62 
LOOFBOURROW, 
David, Rev. 
LUNN, 
Alice 59,64 
Joseph 59,64 
Josiah 30 
Lewis 28 
Sidney 28 
Thomas 28 
MANN, 
John 31 
John G. 55 
Louise 55 
Lydiann 55 
Martha 3] 
Sarah Maria 31 
MARSHALL, 
Edward 50 
Moses 50 
MARTIN, 
Eleazer 28 
Mary 28 
Samuel 40 
MASON, 
Jemima 27,28 
Jonathan 20,27 
Jna. 46 
Samuel 47 
MATHEW(S) 
Alice 29 
Anthony 56,57 
Austin 29 
Benjamin 16,17,18,41, 
47,56 
Cordelia 31 
Diana 55,57,61,62 
Edward 16,29,40,43 
Elizabeth 29 
Elsie 27 
Evan 59 
James 29 
Jane 4,21,29,56 
John 16,17,19,43,46,55, 
57,61 
Joseph 48,49,56 
Kate 29 
Lydia 48,56 
Margaret 16,40 
Mary 27,29,55,59,61 
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